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Noah’s Ark - Promises

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

-Talk about promises - what is a promise.  Seek examples from the children themselves.  Ask them who has ever made a promise.  What the promise was.  Did they keep it?  What other ki[image: image99.jpg]
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nds of things can they think of that they make promises about?

Bible Story:

Tell the story of Noah in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible but translate the bible story into a simple language that the little ones can understand - dwelling more on the ark and rainbow rather than the reasons for the flood and the fact that no-one else was saved.

Remind the children of the earlier discussion about what a promise is - use a couple of their own examples to illustrate - and then link the bible story to the promise by telling them again about the rainbow being God's promise to the world that he would never again send such a flood.

Art:
Draw a Rainbow
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*Leader to draw a large rainbow for the room to remind class every time

 
they enter the room of God's promise.  This can be either painted, or

 
use small pieces of tissue paper crumpled up and glued in the right color 




bands.  Or:

*Paint individual rainbows to take home.    


[image: image1]
Game: Match up the animals - and place in "ark".

  Need: 
Two copies of each animal used (magazine cuttings, line drawings, plastic/wood toys).  

A container to use as the ark.  If you actually have a toy Noah's Ark to use, all the better!

Make some of these more difficult by having animals where the male     and female look different, or having a baby and mother of the same animal.  The younger children will need help with these but older children should be able to match a lion and lioness for example.

Closing Prayer thanking God for his promise.  For example:

"Thank you God for our class today.  Thank you for your love, and for your rainbow to remind us of your promise.  Help us to keep the promises that we make, and keep us safe in your care.  Amen."

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer to welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of Noah to the children in the class.

A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.

Drama:  Act out the story of Noah building the ark.

Appoint the main characters in the story - make sure that everyone in the class has some part to play, and is clear about what they will need to do when prompted.  Use one area of your class as the "ark".  Narrate the story again and let the children act out their role.  This is a class drama so it doesn't have to be perfect, just enough for the children to remember what happened.

Discussion about the importance of promises

Return the class to their usual seats and discuss promises - what are they, what kind of things do they promise, should promises be kept, who keeps their promises, then see who remembers what was the symbol of God's promise.  

Activity:  Pair words quiz.  

Make two columns of words side by side, in one column place a word that fits with today's lesson, in the other column place a corresponding word.  The paired words shouldn't be side by side so that the children have to look down the list to choose the right word, for example:

Noah


Lioness

Olive  Branch
Rainbow

Ewe


Ark

Lion


Sheep

Promise

Dove

Make the list as long as you think the children will have time to complete in class.  

Closing Prayer thanking God for his promise.  For example:

"Thank you God for our class today.  Thank you for the lesson we've learned and the fun we've had.  Thank you also for your promise, and for your rainbow to remind us.  Help us to keep the promises that we make, and keep us safe in your care.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer to open the session. For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 

Noah's Ark, pick up the story once the ark has been built and God sends Noah and the animals into the Ark.  Either retell the story up to the point where God makes his Covenant with Noah, or use the following selected passages from the bible.

Genesis 7:7 - 7:18
Genesis 8:3 - 8:12

Have students in the class read the following passage - choose one student per verse.

Genesis 9:12 -9:16

Discussion of promises and relate to personal situations

What is the importance of the rainbow?  What do they understand about promises?  Ask what happens when they break a promise.  Ask how they feel when someone breaks a promise with them.  What kinds of promise do they think should never be broken (come to the conclusion that no promise should be broken unless it's not possible to do otherwise).

Activity: Secret Code Bible Verse

Use a verse from your bible reading - for example Genesis 9:16 - and issue the students in the class with a copy of the verse (un-identified) and in code - substitute numbers for letters (Noah - 14-15-1-8)  or use letters one before the one it should be (Noah - Mnzg).  The mission of the students is not only to break the code and write out the bible verse as it should be written - but also to identify which verse it is!

Closing Prayer thanking God for his promise. For example:

"Thank you God for our class today.  Thank you for the lesson we've learned and the fun we've had.  Thank you also for your promise, and for your rainbow to remind us.  Help us to keep the promises we make and to understand how important it is that we do so.  Keep us safe in your love as we go out into your world.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer to start session. For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the chance to come together with others in fellowship to learn more about your love.  Give us the wisdom to learn from your words, and to put what we learn to work as we go about our lives in the week to come."

This week we are looking at the story of Noah and in particular the importance of keeping promises.

Bible Reading:

Appoint a number of readers and have each of them read a verse in turn until they come to the end of the readings.   At the end of each section, discuss the bible passage that they've just read.  Do they understand what it says?  Is there anything they don't understand?  If there is too much for your group to read/take in, miss the first section - don't miss the last as this is the main theme for the week.
Genesis 6:13-6:22

Genesis 7:7 - 7:18

Genesis 8:3 - 8:12

Genesis 9:12 -9:16

Discussion: Implications of God not keeping promise

Do they think that the violence in today's world is greater than it was at the time of Noah?  What if the Covenant wasn't there?  

Discussion: Importance of promises and consequences of breaking them

Have a list prepared of the kind of promises this age group are likely to have made.  "I promise there are no boys at the party"  "I promise I won't smoke just because someone else does!"  "I'm just going to the mall with Jenny, I promise!" <roll eyes for effect>  

Now have the students consider the consequences of breaking these promises - in particular you are looking for personal safety, health issues and most importantly, the breaking of trust with the person they have made the promise too.  

Activity: Role play - a promise not kept.

Use one of your scenarios and have the students act out the parts.  You will need the promise maker, the person they make the promise too, and then enough people to bring it to a possible conclusion.  What do the student's themselves believe would happen?  Let them lead the scenario but with a little gentle nudging to get the ending you want!

Closing Prayer thanking God for his promise. For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your Covenant, and for leading us to the Right way by your own example.  Help us to make the right kind of promises and to keep them so that we follow in your footsteps.  Keep us safe in your love as we go about our lives this week, and guide our actions so that we reflect your work through our actions.  Amen."

The Good Samaritan - Love Thy Neighbor

2-5 Years

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Set up your room once the children arrive.  Ask them to help.  Thank them for being a good neighbor when it's done.

Bible Story:  

The Good Samaritan. Find a picture book in the library or tell the story in language that the children in your class will understand.

Talk about what a good neighbor is.  Ask them what they can do to help others - have a few ideas of your own that you know your age group is capable of doing to start them off.  Write down each suggestion on a piece of paper that's large enough for them to read, but will fit onto the paper you're going to use for your activity.  Make sure you have enough "suggestions" so that each child in the class will have a piece of paper.

Activity:  

Draw an outline of a person (or just head/shoulders if you aren't artistically inclined).  Refer back to the discussion about what a good neighbor is, and ask them once again for suggestions.  As each suggestion is remembered and called out, give the corresponding piece of paper to the first child to call out the answer and have them stick it around the outline drawing.  When complete you should have a good example of the kind of things a good neighbor should be - hang this on the wall of your classroom so that you can refer back to it at a later date if you want too.  OR

Refer back to the discussion you had earlier and have the children shout out suggestions for being a good neighbor.  Write these down.  Cut out simple people shapes that are big enough for little hands to color.  Have them draw faces on one side.  Turn them over and on the reverse; write one suggested answer on each "person".  Attach each "person" to a piece of ribbon, wool or string and then tie these to a coat hanger or thin wood stick to create a good neighbor hanging mobile for your classroom.
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Closing Prayer:  Asking God to help being a good neighbor, for example:

"Dear God, thank you for our class today.  Help us to be like the good Samaritan in our story.  Let us show your work by being a good neighbor to those around us.  Amen" 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of the Good Samaritan to the children in the class.

A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.

Drama:  

Act out the story of the Good Samaritan.

Appoint the main characters in the story and direct them through the scenes of the people who walk by, and the Samaritan who stops to help.  

Discussion:  

Think about the Commandment "Love thy Neighbor" and compare this to the Good Samaritan.  Which of the people was a good neighbor?  Who is your neighbor?  What kinds of things does a good neighbor do?  Who in the class is a good neighbor?

Craft: Create a Good Neighbor Garden

Need:
*Large piece of background paper, this can be green, or you could paint it green, or alternatively, scrunch up a rag, dip it in green paint and then dab it all over the paper so that the paper has a green look to it.  Another alternative would be to use some plain green wallpaper if you have any.

*Medium sized paper plates


*Paint, crayons or sticky shapes to decorate


*Thick marker pen

Method: Draw a circle in the middle of the plate; this is the centre of the flower. Have the children decorate the plate with whatever art materials you are using, but leave the centre white.  Once they have decorated their "flower", ask them to think of a word that describes a good neighbor - one word per child, but a one that hasn't already been used - and using the marker pen write that in the centre of that child's flower and then ask them to "plant" (stick) their flower into the Good Neighbor Garden.  When you're finished, place a small banner of blue or white paper at the top with the words "Our Good Neighbor Garden" at the top of the picture and hang it on the wall.

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for the time together and for showing how a good neighbor should act.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for our time together today.  Thank you for showing us how we should act towards one another.  Help me to be a good neighbor to others and to act as the Good Samaritan to anyone who needs help.  Amen"

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 

The parable of the Good Samaritan:  Have students in the class read the story from your class - choose one student per verse.
Luke 10:25 - 10:37

Discussion:  

Why didn't the other people stop to help the man?  Was the Samaritan a friend of the man?  Why did he stop?  Who, then, is your neighbor?  Have the children discuss who they think their neighbor is for a moment and then ask, who is not your neighbor - and why?  What is a good neighbor?

Drama:  

Bring the discussion into modern times.  Make the "man" someone who isn't liked for some specific reason (plays for the wrong team, goes to the wrong school, too rich, too smart, etc), and then 2 people who would walk away (why), and 1 who should walk away but doesn't (why) - guide the children to find their own interpretation of the story in today's culture.  Have them appoint classmates to each role and then act it out for the rest of the class with one of the students narrating the story.

Activity: Copy the following onto a sheet of paper and copy it for each student (on page 14 there is a page for you to reproduce and hand out to the class):

1379l932o3489v090034e3901 090438t98902h89098e989  9089L9809o890r8904d3 98y89089o8904u8r489 892G8o9809d9802 38w1990i9084t903h9 043a1098l9091l2 389y890o98u343r2 890he3a5r565t6 19a7n790d 32w4892i98t457h1 890a2l33l3 5y489o981u84r 68s9o589u02l3 93a321n94d48 0w33i4489t42h5 901a281l419l8 4802y4o4801u092r3 689s2t5r380e382n09g741t4h20 10a190n918d 154w681i001t45h a01ll0194l041 840y3o311u275r4 98m030i82n1d31.3

The student should remove all of the numbers from the bible quote and then rewrite it below the puzzle.  As follows: 

1379L932o3489v090034e3901 090438t98902h89098e989  9089L9809o890r8904d3 98y89089o8904u8r489 892G8o9809d9802 38w1990i9084t903h9 043a1098l9091l2 389y890o98u343r2 890he3a5r565t6 19a7n790d 32w4892i98t457h1 890a2l33l3 5y489o981u84r 68s9o589u02l3 93a321n94d48 0w33i4489t42h5 901a281l419l8 4802y4o4801u092r3 689s2t5r380e382n09g741t4h20 10a190n918d 154w681i001t45h a01l0194l041 840y3o311u275r4 98m030i82n1d31.3

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind.

If anyone finishes early, ask them to identify the bible verse from the story and to write that below the quote they wrote out in the puzzle.

Closing Prayer:  Asking God's Help to be a Good Neighbor.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for showing us how we should act towards our fellow man.  Help us to follow your teaching and be a good neighbor to those around us.  Thank you for the time we've spent together learning your work today.  Amen"

Assignment: Remove all of the numbers from the puzzle below to reveal a secret bible quote.  Write the bible quote you uncover below the puzzle:

1379l932o3489v090034e3901 090438t98902h89098e989  9089L9809o890r8904d3 98y89089o8904u8r489 892G8o9809d9802 38w1990i9084t903h9 043a1098l9091l2 389y890o98u343r2 890he3a5r565t6 19a7n790d 32w4892i98t457h1 890a2l33l3 5y489o981u84r 68s9o589u02l3 93a321n94d48 0w33i4489t42h5 901a281l419l8 4802y4o4801u092r3 689s2t5r380e382n09g741t4h20 10a190n918d 154w681i001t45h a01ll0194l041 840y3o311u275r4 98m030i82n1d31.3

Hidden Bible Quote:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:

Appoint a number of readers and have each of them read a verse in turn until they come to the end of the reading.   
Luke 10:25-37

Discussion:  

Ask the questions and have the class tell you what they think.  Why is it that the people walk past the man and don't help?  Are they afraid?  Of what?  Why did the Samaritan stop?  Why didn't he walk past like the others?

Now think about the story in today's world.  Have the students come up with examples of their everyday lives and examples from the news of instances where the Good Samaritan story applies - for example, bullying in schools, gang rivalry, religious wars. 

Activity: Debate

Choose one of the modern day examples and split the class into two halves.  Give the each half an argument to present - either for helping the issue/victim or for ignoring it/him - and then allow a set amount of time for each group to assemble their debate strategy and important points.  Give each group a pen and paper so they can write down their key points ready for the debate. Tell each group that they will have 5 minutes to present their argument. 

Once the allocated time is up - have each group appoint a spokesperson, and then let them speak for 5 minutes about why their group has the winning argument.  Then switch and allow the other group.

Discussion: 

Bring the groups back together again and ask them which of the debating teams Jesus would have been on.  Which one of them was the Christian way?  Remind them that this was only an activity, but it was intended to make them think about situations in their lives and not to just accept situations for whatever reason, but rather to show their love of God by following his example and not walking by on the other side of the road.

Closing Prayer: To summarize the day's lesson and to ask God to help them find the courage to be a Good Samaritan, even if it wasn't the popular choice.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the fellowship we've had in class today.  Thank you also for your teachings and for showing me how to be a better neighbor.  Help me to be like the Samaritan who doesn't turn away from something that is wrong, but have the courage to help the weak and threatened.  In your love I ask this.  Amen"

House Upon The Rock - Good Choices

2-5 Years

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of the wise man who built his house upon the rock (Matthew 7:24-27) in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible but translate the bible story into a simple language that the little ones can understand.

Discussion:

Talk about whether or not the homes where the children live are built on sand.  Discuss sandcastles and what happens to them when the tide comes in.  

Activity:  This activity will need you to have the following items, and it might be an idea to do a trial run of this to make sure you get the right result before showing your class:

-Dry sand

-2 flat containers a few inches high that can hold water

-Small cardboard box/empty margarine tub that will easily fall when water is added to the sand but stand fast if it's standing on top of the rock/stone.

-Flat rock or stone larger than your box or empty margarine tub

-Water in two bottles (around the size of a family size soda bottle)

First of all place the sand in the container and make a small mound that you can place the house on top of.  Pour the contents of one water bottle onto the sand close to the house so that the sand starts to crumble and the house fall.

Next place the flat rock or stone into the other container and put the box/margarine tub on top of it.  Gently pour the water onto the rock/stone.  The box/tub should stand firm.

Art: 


Do a simple outline drawing of a house that's sitting on a rock - around A5 size is big enough for this age group.   At the top of it put a heading "The Wise Man Builds His House upon a Rock".   Copy this so that each child can have a copy to color.


[image: image3]
Closing Prayer: Thanking God for his story and asking for help in making wise choices.  For example,

Dear God, thank you for the story of the wise man.  Please help me to make the right choices so that like the wise man in the story, my house will stand firm.  Amen

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of the wise man building his house upon the rock to the children in the class.  

Discussion 1:  

Talk about the story.  Do any of the children have homes built on sand?  Would they choose to build their own home there?  Ask them what choices they make and whether they make good ones - for example, wearing a sweater in cold weather, not eating candy before supper, making sure their homework is done the night before it's due.  Talk about the consequences of these choices if the wrong choice is made.  Get the children to lead the discussion once you prompt the question, but be prepared to get the ball rolling with a few examples.

Activity:  

Make enough copies of the following page so that each child has a copy (page 20).  Ask them to choose what they think the right answer should be.  Give the children a little time to make their choices:

Discussion 2: 

Go through each question and talk about which would be the right choice - and what the consequences of the wrong answer could be.  

Closing Prayer:   To thank God for the wisdom to make good choices.  For example:

Dear God, thank you for the story of the wise man who built his house upon the rock.  When I need to make a choice, give me the wisdom to make the right choice.  Amen.

Make the Right Choices

1. You should have your breakfast
a) before you go to bed

b) when you are in the shower

c) before you go to school

2. You should brush your teeth

a) on the bus

b) after every meal

c) when riding your bike

3. You should pray and thank God

a) every day

b) when you want a new toy

c) if you haven't done your homework and the teacher is sick

4. You should do what your parents tell you

a) when you feel like it

b) when they tell you, without question

c) if you've nothing better to do

5. You should confess to doing something wrong

a) anytime you do something wrong

b) if you know you won't get into trouble

c) if you know you'll be found out

6. You should tell the truth about where you are going

a) all the time

b) if you remember

c) never

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 


From your class bible have one of the students read the story of the wise man who built his house upon the rock. (Matthew 7:24-27) 

Discussion 1:

What's this story really about?  Is it really about where to build houses?  Or it is more about something else (making the right choices).

Discussion 2:

Give the group choices between a number of pairs of situations - for example, would they rather be rich or poor, live in a house or apartment, go to school or not, have a job or be unemployed - discuss each of your situations in turn, who chooses which option - why?  What are the possible consequences of choosing the wrong option?

Activity: 

Take a couple of situations, for example smoking and rollerblading instead of doing homework.  Assign 1 student to make the choice, and divide the rest of the class so that you have one group per situation.  In turn, have the group try to get the choosing student to make the wrong decision …."Come rollerblading, home isn't important.  Just tell them you left it at home.  You're such a goody two-shoes.  And so on."  The person having the make the choice has to stand firm - as long as they can!  

Afterwards have the students who made choices talk about how difficult it was to make the right choice when they were being encouraged into making the wrong one.

Closing Prayer:  Asking God for help to make the right decisions.  For example:

Dear God, thank you for your wisdom and guidance.  Help us to make the right decisions, especially when faced with temptation to do something that is more fun but we know is wrong.  Amen"

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"


Bible Reading:
From your class bible have one of the students read the story of the wise man who built his house upon the rock. (Matthew 7:24-27) 

Discussion:  

Does anyone know what this story is really about?  Can they see how it can be about making the wrong choices can lead to disaster?  What kind of wrong choices can they think of that would lead them to make a mistake they would regret.  

Activity:  

Have each student write a situation that could have a difficult choice on a piece of paper and fold it up.  Place all the folded pieces of paper in a container and then have each student choose a piece of paper.

Go around the class and individually have the students read out what the situation is, and tell the rest of the class what they think the right choice is.  The class should then vote as to whether they think that's the right choice or not.  

If they vote in favor of a wrong choice, ask why they think that this is a right choice, talk about the consequences of the choice made, and steer them back to finding the right choice. 

Discussion:  

On a larger scale, what kind of choices are made that affect their lives?  Government issues are what you are looking for here.  How can they influence the decision makers - taking an active role in the community, voting in all elections, etc.    

Closing Prayer: Asking God to guide them when they are faced with difficult decisions.  For example:

Dear God, thank you for your wisdom and for giving us the freedom to make choices in our lives.  Guide us when we are faced with tough decisions so that we may reflect your wisdom and make the right choice.  Amen."

Daniel In The Lions Den

2-5 Years

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet in your presence once again. Please help us to learn more about you. Help us to do good things. Amen.”

Acting:

Play the imitation game.

Have the children tell you what animal you are being, then repeat what you do while you act like the following animals in this order:

1-a monkey

2-a dog

3-a snake

4-a bunny

5-a lion

After you have acted like the lion, they have guessed what you are and acted it out also, explain that they are going to be hearing about lions in the Bible story.

Bible Story:

Tell the children the story of Daniel In The Lion’s Den (Daniel 6) in basic language that this age group can understand. 

Art:

Make a lions mask.

Materials Needed:

Paper Plates

Construction Paper

Markers or Crayons

Pre-cut ears, a nose and mouth out of construction paper for each mask. Also, pre-cut eyes on the plate. Give the children markers or crayons and let them color their lions mask. Then help them glue the ears, nose and mouth on their mask.

Song:

 Sing the Song Jesus Loves Me:

Jesus loves me this I know,

For the bible tells me so,

Little ones to Him belong, 

They are weak,

But He is strong.

Yes Jesus loves me,

Yes Jesus loves me,

Yes Jesus loves me,

The Bible tells me so.

Discussion:

Talk to the children about trusting God. Discuss with them how we can talk to God when we are sad or in trouble and that we can trust that He will take care of us just like He took care of Daniel.

Closing Prayer asking God to help follow Him. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our class today. Help us to remember to talk to you and trust you when we are sad or in trouble.  Be with us this week and keep us safe. Amen.

6-8 Years

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us here together once again. Help us to learn more about you and to do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Bible Story:

Tell the children the story of Daniel in the lions Den (Daniel 6). You can use a children’s Bible or just tell the story in simple language that this age group can understand.

Art:

Make a lions mask.

Materials Needed:

Paper Plates

Construction Paper

Markers or Crayons

Yarn

Pre-cut ears, a nose and mouth out of construction paper for each mask. Also, pre-cut eyes on the plate. Give the children markers or crayons and let them color their lions mask. Then help them glue the ears, nose and mouth on their mask. You can use yarn to tie to the sides of the mask so that the children can wear them.

Drama:

Have the children act out this story. The children can take turns being Daniel and the King. The children who do not have the roles of Daniel or the King can act as lions and the King’s men. When the children are acting like lions they can wear the masks that they made.

Discussion:

Talk to the students about the story. Discuss who saved Daniel and why.

Activity:

Have the children draw a picture of a lion with crayons or markers on a piece of white paper. Then help them write Daniel 6:16 on the paper. Then help the children learn and understand the verse. 

Closing Prayer asking God for help in remembering that He will take care of us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our class today. Help us to do things to show that we are following you and that we trust you. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for allowing us to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and do what you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Discuss what God does for us. Ask the students if God is with us in our times of trouble. 

Bible Story:

Have the students take turns reading Daniel 6 out loud. 

Discussion 

Ask the students who saved Daniel and why. Ask them if they think God will save them if they are in trouble, and why or why not.

Talk about how God is with us through the good and the bad all we have to do is talk to Him.

Activity:

Have the students do an anagram. 

Give the students a word bank containing the following words: 

Angel, blameless, brave, closed, jealous, laws, lions, mouths, prayed, rescued 

Also give them the scrambled list below and see if they can unscramble the words using the word bank.

mssabeel

eaosujl

stuhmo

erbav

aslw

asnlo

pryade

loscde

glnae

sucdeer

Activity:

Make a lion’s den.

Materials needed:

Felt

Cloths

Glue

Tape

Popsicle sticks

Toilet paper tubes

Paper towel tubes

Any other craft materials you have

A picture of a lions den

Give the students the materials. Let them make a lions den using the materials that you provide. They can do this individually or in groups.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in remembering that He will take care of us. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our lesson today. Thank you for bringing us together and helping us to learn more about you. Help us to follow you and to do what you want us to do. Help us to remember to trust you even when we are in trouble. Amen.

12-14 Years

Opening Prayer to start the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together in fellowship with each other. Help us to learn from your words. Help us to gain a better understanding of you as we study together. Amen.”

Bible Reading:

Appoint several readers and have each read a verse until they have completed the reading of Daniel 6. 

Discussion:

Ask the students if God is with us all the time or just sometimes. Ask them how they know when God is with them. Have them give personal examples of when God has been with them.

Activity:

Have them write down their personal examples of when God has been with them. Compile all of their examples into a class book and put it in a place where they can all look through it when they need a reminder that God is with them.

Discussion:

Have the students talk about how they can encourage peers in times of trouble. Have them discuss ways that they can encourage their friends through tough times. 

Role Play:

After the students have discussed ways to encourage peers through tough times have them get into partners and role play some situations that they might encounter where they can encourage, such as talking to a friend who has parents going through a divorce, talking to a friend who is moving away, talking to a friend who tried out for a sports team and did not make it, etc. Have them do this several times. Make sure that each student has the opportunity to act as the encourager so that they all get practice at encouraging.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in remembering that He will take care of us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our study this morning. Help us to continue to follow in your ways. Help us to lead our friends to you so that they can follow you also. Be with us this week and keep us all safe. Amen.”

Jesus As A Child

Ages 2-5

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for bringing us together. Help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story: 

Tell the story of Jesus as a child in the temple (Luke 2: 41-52) in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Discussion:

Talk to the children about how Jesus was a child once just like they are now. Discuss how Jesus had to deal with the same things that they do, like sharing and listening to his parents. Also talk about how even though Jesus was young, he helped adults to learn about God. Emphasize to the children that even though they may be young they can help adults learn more about God too by showing kindness and love.

Activity:

Make friendship bracelets.

Materials needed:

String or yarn

Fruit loops

Have the children string fruit loops on the string to make bracelets. You will have to help them tie the bracelets. Have them make as many as time allows for. When they have finished explain that they have made friendship bracelets. Talk about how giving someone something nice is one way to share God’s love and brighten someone’s day. Explain that they are going to share the bracelets that they made with adults. Then when class is over take the children to where the adults in the church gather and have the children hand their bracelets to adults and tell each adult that they give a bracelet to, “God loves you!”

Art:

Give the children crayons and paper. Have them draw a picture of themselves helping someone to learn about God.

Song:

Have the children sing Pass It On (sang to the tune of Frere Jacques)

Have you had a kindness shown?

Pass it on. Pass it on.

God wants you to share it.

God wants you to share it.

Pass it on. Pass it on.

Wasn't meant for you alone;

Pass it on. Pass it on.

God wants you to share it.

God wants you to share it.

Pass it on. Pass it on.

Let it travel through the years,

Pass it on. Pass it on.

God wants you to share it.

God wants you to share it.

Pass it on. Pass it on.

Let it wipe another's tears,

Pass it on. Pass it on.

God wants you to share it.

God wants you to share it.

Pass it on. Pass it on.

Til in heav'n the deed appears;

Pass it on. Pass it on.

God wants you to share it.

God wants you to share it.

Pass it on. Pass it on.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in teaching others about God. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you today. Please help us to teach others about you and your love. Amen.”

Ages 6-8

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about you this morning. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:

Tell the story of Jesus as a child in the temple (Luke 2: 41-52) in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Drama:

Have the children act this story out. Have them take turns being Jesus.

Discussion:

Talk about how even though Jesus was just a child he was able to teach adults about God. Emphasize that they can teach others about God also. 

Activity:

Have the children pair up and talk about what they know about God. Then have them talk with their partners about the different ways that they can teach others about God. Have them share their ideas out loud after they have discussed them with their partners and write them down on a large sheet of paper that can be displayed somewhere in the room.

Activity:

After the children have talked about God and what they know about Him, write a poem together. As a class write an acrostic poem about God. You can use Lord, Father, or God. An example would be:

Loves all of us

Old and young alike.

Reaches out for our hand

Day and night.

You can have the students come up with what they want the poem to say while you write it down. Then display their poem somewhere that the church members can see. When the students are done with the poem explain that you are going top display their poem and that their poem might help others to learn about God.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in teaching others about God. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn more about you today. Please help us to teach others about you and your love. Amen.”

Ages 9-11

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about your words. Please help us to follow in your footsteps and become closer to you. Amen.”

Bible Story:

Have the students read the story of Jesus going into the temple as a child from Luke 2: 41-52. Have them take turns reading until the passage has been read.

Drama:

Have the children act this story out. They can take turns playing the roles of Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and the men in the temple. 

Discussion:

Talk about how they can teach others about God.

Activity:

Give the students construction paper, scissors, glue, crayons and markers. Have them make pictures of the things that they can do to teach others about God. Let them take their pictures home as reminders to teach people about God.

Activity:

Have the students make bookmarks. 

Materials needed:

Construction paper

Markers

Pens

Bibles

Precut the construction paper to the size of a standard bookmark. Have the students make several bookmarks each. On the bookmark have them write their favorite bible verses. They can draw on them also if they want, but they do not have to. Explain that they are going to share these bookmarks with others in the church. Talk about how this is one way that they can share God’s love and His message at the same time. When Sunday school is over, take them to the place where the adults gather and have them hand out their bookmarks. As they hand each bookmark to an adult have them tell the adults, “God loves you and He wants me to share His message with you.”

Closing Prayer to ask for help in teaching others about God. For example:

“Thank you for our class today God. Thank you for the fun that we have had and the lesson that we learned. Please help us to remember to teach others. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Ages 12-14

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for the opportunity to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and what you have done for us. Lead us in your footsteps as we journey together. Amen.”

Discussion:

Talk about ways that we can teach others about God. Ask the students how they have taught others about God and other ways that they might be able to teach others about God and His work.

Bible Story:

Have the students read Luke 2: 41-52.

Discussion:

Discuss what happened in this story. Talk about how Jesus was a child, but he was able to teach adults about His Father.

Activity:

Have the students write letters. 

Materials needed:

Paper

Pens or pencils

Explain to the students that sometimes the best way to teach others about God is to explain what He has done for us in our own lives. Have the students each choose an adult in the church to write a letter to. In their letter have them tell that adult what God has done for them and why they love God. When class is over have them give their letter to the adult that they chose to write to.

Activity:

Have the students role play. Have them act out scenarios that they might encounter in their everyday lives. Have them use their ideas that they came up with to teach others about God in their scenarios.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in teaching others about God. For example:

“Thank you God for bring us together today to learn more about you and Jesus. Please help us to remember to teach others about you everyday in every way that we can. Keep us safe in your care. Amen”

Forgiveness

Ages 2-5

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all together today. Please help us learn more about you and your son Jesus. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the children if they know what forgiveness means. Ask them who is supposed to forgive.

Bible Story:

Read the verse Colossians 3:13.

Discussion:

Talk about the verse that you read. Ask them again who is supposed to forgive. Emphasize that we are supposed to forgive others and that God forgives us. Talk about how we can show people that we forgive them.

Activity:

In order to help the children visualize forgiveness give each of them a small chalkboard and chalk. Show them how to scribble on their chalkboard. Then have them erase their scribbles. If you do not have small chalkboards you can give each of them a turn on a large chalkboard. Explain that the scribbles are like the bad things we do and God “erases” them away when we ask for forgiveness. 

Craft:

Have the children draw a picture.

Materials Needed:

Paper

Crayons or Markers

Give the children the materials. Have them draw a picture of something that they can do to show a friend or family member that they forgive them, for example a picture of them giving a friend a hug, a picture of them smiling, etc.

Activity:

Show the Gift of Forgiveness

Materials needed:

Empty box that is gift wrapped

Have the children sit in a circle. Explain to the children that forgiveness is a gift that we give to people when they hurt our feelings, but it is something that can not be seen. Talk about the different ways that we can ask someone to forgive us when we hurt their feelings. Show them the box. Tell them that the box is like the gift of forgiveness. Have the child on your right tell you something that a child might need to ask for forgiveness for. Then have them say ask for forgiveness as discussed previously. Have the children continue to pass the box around the circle in this manner until the box has come back to you.

Song:

 Sing I Forgive You (to the tune of Barney’s I Love You song)

I forgive you,

You forgive me,

We forgive each other,

Can’t you see,

With a great big hug,

And a kiss from me to you,

Won’t you join us,

And forgive too.

Closing Prayer to thank God for forgiving us and to ask for help in forgiving others. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for sending your son Jesus to us. Thank you for your love. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Ages 6-8

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again on this day. Help us to learn from your words and to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the children what forgiveness is. Ask them if they are supposed to forgive or just God.

Bible Story:

Read the bible verse Colossians 3:13. 

Discussion:

Ask the children again who is supposed to forgive. Talk about what forgiveness is and what it means when we forgive and are forgiven.

Activity:

Show the Gift of Forgiveness

Materials needed:

Empty box that is gift wrapped

Have the children sit in a circle. Explain to the children that forgiveness is a gift that we give to people when they hurt our feelings, but it is something that can not be seen. Talk about the different ways that we can ask someone to forgive us when we hurt their feelings. Show them the box. Tell them that the box is like the gift of forgiveness. Have the child on your right tell you something that a child might need to ask for forgiveness for. Then have them say ask for forgiveness as discussed previously. Have the children continue to pass the box around the circle in this manner until the box has come back to you.

Drama:

Have the students get with a partner. In partners have them role play asking a friend or family member for forgiveness for doing something they should not have, such as playing ball in the house or going outside without asking. They can take turns asking for forgiveness and granting forgiveness.

Activity:

Give the students small chalkboards or marker boards. Have them write the word sin on it. If you do not have small marker boards or chalkboards you can use a large one and give each student a turn to write on it. After they have written the 
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word sin tell them to say, “Please forgive me.” Then take an eraser and erase their word. Explain to them that is how forgiveness works. 

Art:

Have the children draw a picture.

Materials needed:

Paper

Markers or Crayons

Give the materials to the students. Have them draw a picture of what they think forgiveness looks like. 

Closing Prayer to ask thank God for His forgiveness and to ask for help in forgiving others. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for forgiving our sins. Please help us to forgive others. Help us to follow in our footsteps and keep us safe this week. Amen.”

Ages 9-11

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to fellowship with each other once again. Please help us to learn from your words and do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students what forgiveness is. Ask them if they forgive their friends and family. Ask them if they ask God for forgiveness.

Bible Story:

Have the students read Colossians 3:13.

Discussion:

Ask the students who is supposed to forgive. Talk about how forgiveness works.

Craft:

Make a forgiveness paper.

Materials Needed:

Paper

Washable markers

Contact paper

Give the students each a piece of paper and markers. Have them write the bible verse at the top and draw a picture of what they think forgiveness looks like. Then help them cover the contact paper. Once their papers are covered in contact paper have them use the washable markers to write the word “sin.” Then have them wipe off the word with a wet paper towel as they say, “Please forgive me.” Explain that is how forgiveness works. Then tell them that they can write their sins on the paper, and as they ask for forgiveness they can clean them off with a wet paper towel.

Activity:

Have the children play the bean bag toss game.

Materials needed:

Bowl or bucket

Masking tape

Bean bag

Place the bucket or bowl on the floor, then about 5 or 6 feet back place a strip of tape, for the standing line. Have the students take turns trying to throw the bean bag into the bucket. When someone misses have the children determine how many times that person should get in order to make it into the bucket. Play for as long as you like, but make sure that each student has at least one turn. When you are done playing ask them to tell you again how many tries they decided that they should get to make it in if they messed up the first time. When they tell you their answer ask them how many chances they give their friends and family when they mess up. Talk about how we should forgive our friends and family and give them many, many chances.

Closing Prayer to thank God for His forgiveness and to ask for help in forgiving others. For example:

“Dear God, thank you so very much for forgiveness of our sins. Please help us to forgive just as you forgive us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Ages 12-14

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to be open to learning more about you. Help us also to follow in your ways. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students if they have ever sinned. Ask them if people have ever sinned done anything that has hurt them emotionally. Ask them if they are supposed to forgive or if God is just supposed to forgive.

Bible Reading:

Have the students read Colossians 3:13.

Discussion:

Ask them how their view of forgiveness has changed after reading the passage. Ask them again who is supposed to forgive. Ask the students how they can show others that they forgive them. 

Activity:

Have the children play the bean bag toss game.

Materials needed:

Bowl or bucket

Masking tape

Bean bag

Place the bucket or bowl on the floor, then about 5 or 6 feet back place a strip of tape, for the standing line. Have the students take turns trying to throw the bean bag into the bucket. When someone misses have the children determine how many times that person should get in order to make it into the bucket. Play for as long as you like, but make sure that each student has at least one turn. When you are done playing ask them to tell you again how many tries they decided that they should get to make it in if they messed up the first time. When they tell you their answer ask them how many chances they give their friends and family when they mess up. Talk about how we should forgive our friends and family and give them many, many chances.

Art:

Have the students make cards.

Materials Needed:

Colored paper

Markers

Give the students two pieces of colored paper each. Have them make two different cards. One card should be an “I’m Sorry” card. The other card should be a “Your Forgiven” card. Have them write the apology card from themselves to God. Then have them make the forgiveness card as if God sent it to them.

Closing Prayer to thank God for forgiving us of our sins and to ask for help in forgiving others. For example:

“Thank you Lord for your forgiveness. Please help us to forgive others. Keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

Heroes

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Today we are going to talk about "heroes".  Describe an everyday hero in words that your class will understand.

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of David and Goliath in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible use simple language.

Discuss:

Talk about how brave David was.  

Understanding:

Give some understanding of a giant by placing a paper face on the wall at about the height of Goliath (around 9 feet - although for children of 2-5 having the face at 7 feet will be just as impressive!) - have the children stand in front of the face and look up so that they understand how David would have felt looking up at Goliath.

Activity:  

Have the class stand in a line, and one at a time, let them throw a sponge ball at the image (make sure that whatever you give them to throw won't cause any damage to the children or property if it goes in the wrong direction, and that it is heavy enough to reach "Goliath's" face when thrown.

See how many of the children are able to actually throw straight enough to hit.
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Activity 2:

Find some pictures in magazines of different kinds of heroes and cut them out.  Put them on the table and have the children glue them in a montage on a piece of construction paper.  Make sure you have a picture of Jesus - or something symbolic of Jesus - to add to the picture.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for the heroes in our world, and thanking Jesus for being a hero who is always with us.  For example

"Dear God, Thank you for the many heroes in our world who keep us safe.  Thank you also for your son, Jesus Christ, a hero who never leaves me.  Amen."

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of David and Goliath to the children in the class.

A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.

Drama:  

Recreate the story with the children in your class.  

Discussion 1:  

What is a hero?  What words describe a hero?  Who are the children's heroes?  Are they all superheroes?  If they could be a NEW superhero - who would they be and who would they save?

Quiz: 

Copy and print the following quiz for each of your students.  Either ask them to complete it individually, or in groups - depending on what time is available. 

Quiz: 

1. What was the boy hero's name:

a) Samuel

b) Saul

c) Daniel

d) David

2. What was Goliath?

a) A Hungry man

b) A bear

c) A giant of a man

d) A friend of God

3. What did David use to kill Goliath?

a) Candy

b) Tissues

c) Stones

d) Rocks

4. How many of these did David have with him?

a) 12

b) 3

c) 5

d) 9

5. Which book of the bible is the story in?

a) Genesis

b) Samuel 2

c) Proverbs

d) Samuel 1

6. Was Goliath 

a) Philistine

b) American

c) Israelite

d) Martian

Activity:

Supply each child with a sheet of paper and something to write with.  Have them write the name of their hero at the top of the page and the numbers 1 to 10 down the side.  Now the children should write 10 reasons (1 against each number) why this person is their hero.

Discussion 2:

Ask if they can think of another superhero - one that they can't see, who didn't wear a fancy costume, or fought other people but who saves them just the same.  Explain to them how Jesus was really the first superhero.

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for giving us Jesus to be our hero, and for helping the other heroes of the world go about their jobs saving other people.  For example:  

"Dear God, thank you for giving the world Jesus, a hero who saves me every day.  Thank you also for all the other heroes around the world who are saving people.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 

Today's bible reading is the story of David and Goliath.  In the bible this is found in 1 Samuel, 17.  This is rather a long passage for a Sunday school class so either use a non-bible version of the story, or choose specific sections.


Suggested sections:
1 Samuel 17: 4-11




1 Samuel 17: 32-40




1 Samuel 17: 45-50

Discussion 1:

What is a hero? (be sure to include that a hero will risk their own life to save another)  Have the class name some heroes.  Can animals be heroes - what about dogs who are trained to find people after earthquakes and other jobs where they save lives?  What about Jesus - Jesus died on the cross in order to save us - that makes Jesus a hero.

Activity 1:  

Write a short essay entitled:  My Hero.  Describe who your hero is and why.  If there is time at the end of the class, have all or some of the students read their essay.

Discussion 2:  

David was an unlikely hero.  He was smaller than his opponent, he was less skilled in battle, he did not have as much armor or as many weapons.  

What was it that helped David achieve what was thought impossible? (faith that the Lord would protect him).

Activity:

Photocopy the word search puzzle below and give one copy to each student in your class.

Word Search: Heroes  

	N
	U
	C
	O
	U
	R
	A
	G
	E
	S

	O
	N
	K
	T
	P
	V
	S
	S
	Y
	C

	I
	S
	P
	R
	O
	T
	E
	C
	T
	I

	S
	E
	R
	G
	L
	P
	I
	D
	H
	D

	S
	L
	O
	S
	I
	S
	E
	O
	E
	E

	A
	F
	O
	U
	C
	A
	V
	O
	L
	M

	P
	I
	M
	S
	E
	V
	A
	G
	P
	A

	M
	S
	N
	E
	M
	E
	R
	I
	F
	R

	O
	H
	E
	J
	E
	S
	B
	J
	U
	A

	C
	L
	N
	W
	N
	A
	C
	D
	L
	P


What words would you use to describe a hero?  Find some of these words in the word search puzzle above.

Brave





Jesus

Compassion




Paramedics

Courage




Policemen

Firemen




Protect

Good





Saves

Helpful




Unselfish

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for Jesus our hero, and for the everyday heroes who make our world a safer place.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your son Jesus Christ, a hero who died to save us.  Thank you also for the everyday heroes, the policemen, the firemen, our military personnel, and other people who risk their lives every day to make our world a better place.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:

Today's bible reading is the story of David and Goliath.  In the bible this is found in 1 Samuel, 17.  This is rather a long passage for a Sunday school class so either use a non-bible version of the story, or choose specific sections.


Suggested sections:
1 Samuel 17: 4-11




1 Samuel 17: 32-40




1 Samuel 17: 45-50

Discussion 1:  

Faith in God gave David the confidence to know that he could kill Goliath. How can our faith help us to cope with situations that seem impossible or scary?

Activity 1: 

You are standing next to David when he talks to Saul.  Write down what you see and hear.

Discussion 2:

David was an unlikely hero, but what is a hero?  Who is their hero - go around the class and ask each child to name their hero.   Some people become heroes because of the job they do - such as those in the emergency services, or the military.   Does the class think that say, firemen, consider themselves heroes?  A hero will put others above himself, even the life of another before his own - Jesus died on the cross to save us, does that make him a hero?

Activity 2: 

Have each student decide what kind of superhero they would want to be - this is not an existing superhero but one they invent.  Although there can be discussion about how they would dress etc, the main object is to find out what their mission would be - who would they save, and why.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for Jesus our hero, and for the everyday heroes who make our world a safer place.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your son Jesus Christ, a hero who died to save us.  Thank you also for the everyday heroes, the policemen, the firemen, our military personnel, and other people who risk their lives every day to make our world a better place.  Amen."

God Made the World

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: Tell the story of the Creation in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible but translate the bible story into a simple language that the little ones can understand.


[image: image5]Art:  Using pieces of appropriately coloured paper that has already been cut to shape have the children make a picture of the creation.  Make the picture more interesting by using different textures if you have access to these kinds of supplies.  You will need to make a decision whether to make night pictures with moon and stars, or day pictures with sunshine in order to keep it simple for this age group.

Give each child a piece of construction paper that will act as their base, then read out the days of the Creation in turn and have the children find the right shape (the younger ones will need guidance) to stick onto their base sheet.  Each child should take home a picture which that symbolises the Creation.

Discussion:  God made the world.  Now we need to respect that.  Discuss with the children in your class things that even they, as young as they are, can do to help make the world a better place - things such as picking up litter, using both sides of the paper for drawing on etc.  

Use their toys as an example.  If they loaned a toy to a friend, who gave it back all dirty and broken, how would they feel?  God has given us the world; shouldn't we respect what he has made?
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Closing Prayer thanking God for the beautiful world he created, and asking his guidance in how we can protect it.  For example:

"Dear God, thank for this beautiful world you created for us to live in.  Help us to respect it, and guide us so that we make choices that protect your work.  Amen."

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer to welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of the Creation to the children in the class.

A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.

Discussion:

Talk about the world that God made.  Discuss nature, the seasons, the differences between day and night - what do these mean to us?  How do these things help us?  

If you can find a picture that shows the earth from space, in particular one that has a clear image of land and water, use this to show what our planet looks like from above.

Activity 1:  

Write a word for each letter of the alphabet that shows something that God created - can you complete all 26?:

A





N

B





O

C





P

D





Q

E





R

F





S

G





T

H





U

I





V

J





W

K





X

L





Y

M





Z

Discussion:

Think about the world we live in.  What can we do to make it the kind of place God intended us to live in?  How can we protect our earth?  How do they help to protect/damage the environment in which they live.

Activity 2:  

Copy the following word search puzzle for every member of your class. 

Use the following list; find words created with the bible reading on the Creation that you heard today.  Words can be written forwards (cat), or backwards (dog), and up or down. 

Word Search: The Creation

Use the following list; find words created with the bible reading on the Creation that you heard today.  Words can be written forwards (cat), or backwards (dog), and up or down. 

	S
	E
	A
	S
	O
	N
	S
	W
	O
	D

	B
	I
	R
	D
	S
	Q
	T
	V
	C
	N

	R
	E
	D
	H
	S
	U
	A
	R
	M
	A

	E
	V
	E
	S
	E
	A
	R
	T
	H
	L

	T
	H
	G
	I
	N
	F
	S
	C
	N
	I

	A
	R
	L
	F
	K
	J
	F
	D
	O
	G

	W
	S
	E
	E
	R
	T
	S
	A
	O
	H

	A
	U
	p
	M
	A
	Y
	K
	D
	M
	T

	S
	N
	I
	S
	D
	A
	Y
	A
	D
	W

	H
	E
	A
	V
	E
	N
	S
	Z
	E
	K


Adam




Light

Darkness



Moon

Day




Night


Earth




Sky

Eve




Seasons

Fish




Stars

God




Sun

Heavens



Trees

Land




Water

Closing Prayer thanking God for the world in which we live, and asking for his help in protecting our environment.  For example:  

"Dear God, thank for this beautiful world you created for us to live in.  Help us to respect it, and guide us so that we make choices that protect your work.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer to open the session. For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 
The Creation: read the following passage from the bible.  As it's quite lengthy, have the students each read a verse each.  

Genesis 1: 1-31

Genesis 2: 1-2

Discussion:

Talk about the sequence of events.  Have the children discuss the meaning of time - that a "day" is not a day as they know it, but rather some other period of time that was called a "day" - remember God created day and night and so when he started there was neither.

Activity: 

Give each student a piece of paper and some art/craft supplies and have them illustrate what happened on one day of the week of Creation.  Either let them choose which day - or you give one day to each student.  Below their picture they should write the day - ie Day 1 - and the words "And the Lord saw that it was good."

Discussion 2:

Show them a picture of the earth from space.  Do they think this is how God saw his work?  What is happening to the world that God created today?  What examples can they give of man harming our earth?  You are looking for examples of pollution, litter, extinction, limited resources, etc.  

Do the students think that God is happy with what we are doing to the world he created for us?

Now ask the students what they can do to help re-educate people about the world that God made, and how to protect it.

Activity 2:  Quick Quiz

See who was listening earlier (and who just gets lucky!).  Give each child 7 pieces of paper - each one with a different number on it from the 1-7 range.  As you ask the following questions, have them hold up the day of the week they think answers your question.

1. What did God create on day 1?

2. On which day did birds take to the skies?

3. Was vegetation planted on day 3?

4. On which day did animals walk the earth?

5. God put stars in the sky on which day?

6. Which day did God bless?

Closing Prayer thanking God for the world in which we live and acknowledging that we are not looking after it as we should.  Ask for his guidance in making the right kind of choices that will protect the work he put into creating our world.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the world in which we live.  We're sorry that it's not being taken care of as it should.  Guide us into making the right kind of choices so that we not only stop adding to the problem, but that we start to help protect what your hands made.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer to start session. For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the chance to come together with others in fellowship to learn more about your love.  Give us the wisdom to learn from your words, and to put what we learn to work as we go about our lives in the week to come."

Bible Reading:
The Creation: read the following passage from the bible.  As it's quite lengthy, have the students each read a verse each.  

Genesis 1: 1-31

Genesis 2: 1-2

Discussion 1: 

What do they think about this passage?  It's one they ought to be familiar with.  Discuss the idea of a day being a different measurement than it is today.   Why is the Creation story important - it shows that all things come from God?  What do the students think it would be like to live in the world as it was first created?  Why?

Discussion 2: 

Switch the discussion into one about the world as it is now.  What problems do we face on our planet that harms what God created? (Pollution, litter, extinction, limited resources) What is the cause of most of these problems? (Man and his inventions/greed).   What can we do to try and prevent more damage being done to our world?  What agencies are trying to do something about it?  What can we do - recycle, follow environmental guidelines, fundraise for agencies who are trying to stop those who are destroying our planet - such as the rainforests, animals being hunted into extinction etc.  

Activity: Protectors of the Planet

Find some magazine cuttings of age appropriate articles that show what man is doing to the environment.  Put these, with some completely un-related magazine cuttings on the table along with a large piece of paper, glue and scissors.  Across the top of the paper write in big letters - WE CARE FOR GOD'S WORLD.  Then get the students to clip out of the magazine cuttings anything that is related to the things that are harming the planet, and the people who are working to protect it.  Pin this to the wall of your classroom as a reminder that we are all responsible for taking care of our world.

Closing Prayer thanking God for beautiful world in which we live, and for guidance in making the right choices so that we start to become part of the solution of protecting our world, and not one of those destroying it.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for creating our world.  Thank you for taking such care to provide us all that we should need.  Help to guide our choices so that we become aware of all that we can do to help protect what you created, and have the wisdom and courage to do what we know we should - even when it's not the easiest option.  Amen"

Gifts from God - Joseph’s Dream

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: Tell the story of Joseph's dreams in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible but translate the bible story into a simple language that the little ones can understand.

Discussion:  

Joesph's ability to be able to interpret dreams was a gift from God.  We all have gifts from God.  Discuss what each child can do.  Make sure to emphasize that all people have something special and no-one is good at everything.  

Art:  


Have the children show what they are good at creatively.  Have a good supply of different art/craft materials - including some pre-drawn outlines to be colored - so that the children can choose their own medium (not everyone can draw).

Tell the children to create a picture that shows off their gifts from God - it could be just a well-drawn or colored picture, or it could be something like a self-portrait that shows the child thinks that her beautiful hair is a gift from God, etc.  Work with the children who seem unable to find a gift, these are the ones who need to learn that God gave every one of them some gift that makes them special - if it's ability to love, then they could draw a heart, if they help others they could draw a scene where they help someone, if they listen, they could draw an ear, and so on.
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Activity: 

Have those with performing gifts such as singing, dancing, miming, acting, perform for the rest of the class.  This should be just a relaxed environment "Sarah, can you come and sing a little song for us?" and not something with a lot of pressure - you should encourage the rest of the class to clap along, to clap at the end and to say thank you to each child who demonstrated their talent.

Closing Prayer thanking God for the story of Joseph that was read to them earlier and for the many gifts that God has given us.  For example:

"Dear God thank you for the Bible story we heard today about Joseph and his gift to interpret dreams.  Thank you for the gifts you have given me.  Amen"

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer to welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of Joseph and his dream interpretation to the children in the class. A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.  

Drama:  

Using the story that you just read, ask the children to split into groups and to act out the dreams that were told to Joseph.  Either act as Joseph yourself, or ask one of the better readers to play this part and to read from your book what the dream interpretation would be.

Discussion 

Being able to interpret dreams was one of the gifts that God gave to Joseph.  We all have gifts.  Tell the class that you are going to ask them to share with the class what gifts they think they have, and to give them time to think, tell them what your own gifts from God are - you can use this to show that not all gifts are artistic talents, but are human talents also such as being compassionate, and having leadership skills.

Activity:  

Each child should write about his or her gift(s).  Tell them to write a letter to God thanking him for the gift and telling him how it makes them feel when they use that gift.  At the end of the class, say that they should take their letter home and read it to God when they say their prayers that night.

Activity 2:

Time allowing: Ask for volunteers to demonstrate their gifts - whether it's singing, dancing, speaking, reading, sketching or whatever - to the rest of the class.  Make sure that the others in the class realize that this is a privilege and that you should appreciate the gifts that are being shared. 

Closing Prayer thanking God for the story of Joseph and his dreams and for the numerous gifts that he has given us.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the story of Joseph and his dreams that we were read today.  Thank you also for the gifts that you have given to me.  Help me to use my gifts wisely in your name.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer to open the session. For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 


Read the stories connected to Joseph interpreting dreams.  The story of the baker is not so important as it is the cupbearer who brings Joseph to the attention of Pharaoh so if your class is short and you need to keep the bible reading short, then omit the baker's dream/interpretation.

Genesis 40: 1-15 and 21  (cupbearer's dream)

Genesis 40: 16-19 (baker's dream)

Genesis 41: 1-40 (pharaoh's dream)

Discussion 

Joseph's ability to interpret dreams was a gift from God.  He used his gift to help others and although it had earlier been partly responsible for him being imprisoned, it later would bring him to a position of great power in Egypt.  

What is a gift from God?  What gifts from God do they think they have?

Drama: 

Have some of your class act out the story of Pharaoh's dream to the others.  Let them use Bibles so that they know when and what to speak.  You will need to appoint another student to be the narrator.

Art:  

Provide appropriate art supplies and then ask the students to draw a picture that in some way illustrates Pharaoh's dream.  This could be a piece of class artwork where they all work on the same drawing - or split into two groups and each group take one side of the dream - or it could be an individual piece of art.  

Closing Prayer thanking God for the story of Joseph and his dreams, and thanking him for their own gifts.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the story of Joseph and his dreams which illustrates how a gift from you can be used to help others.  Thank you for the gifts that you gave us, guide us so that we may also use these gifts in your service.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer to start session. For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the chance to come together with others in fellowship to learn more about your love.  Give us the wisdom to learn from your words, and to put what we learn to work as we go about our lives in the week to come."

Bible Reading:


Read the stories connected to Joseph interpreting dreams.  The story of the baker is not so important as it is the cupbearer who brings Joseph to the attention of Pharaoh so if your class is short and you need to keep the bible reading short, then omit the baker's dream/interpretation.

Genesis 40: 1-15 and 21  (cupbearer's dream)

Genesis 40: 16-19 (baker's dream)

Genesis 41: 1-40 (pharaoh's dream)

Discussion: 

Joseph's ability to interpret dreams was a gift from God.  Why is this story important to them?  You are looking for using us God's gifts to help others.  

What kind of things are gifts from God?   If you have some kind of whiteboard, create a list as the students brainstorm the ideas at you.  

Discussion:

What gifts do they think they have?  Does anyone think that they have no gifts?  Important to note that everyone has some gifts, but they may not be seen, or even apparent yet - for example, you don't know that you are maestro at the piano if you've never pressed a key, or have a killer backhand if you've never picked up a tennis racket! 

Activity: 

Using the list of gifts that was brainstormed earlier, and some paper and supplies from the teacher, make written or drawn examples about how these could be used in the service of others.  

Before the end of the class, talk about the connections you made between the gifts and being God's instrument on earth.

Closing Prayer thanking God for the many gifts that he has given us, and asking for guidance in using them to do his work.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the many gifts you have given to me.  Please guide me so that I use my gifts doing your work in the service of others here on earth.  Amen."

Jesus  Washes Disciples’ Feet - Humility

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: Tell the story of Jesus washing the feet of the disciples in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible but translate the bible story into a simple language that the little ones can understand.

Discussion:  Who's the best?  Talk about the meaning of the story and how Jesus was showing us that we are not better than the other people around us.  Also discuss how it makes us feel when someone says that we are not as good as they are.

Art:
For this project you will need some construction paper, a pen, art supplies, glue or double sided tape, and large bowl shape cut out of construction paper.


Put the children into pairs - if possible group an older child with a younger one.  Have them take off their shoes and socks.  Each child should draw around the feet of his or her partner onto some construction paper.  Once the feet shapes are on paper, the children should color them and then you cut them out.  Put the name of each child onto the appropriate feet and then stick these onto your bowl shape and pin the completed picture on the wall to remind the children of the humility of Jesus who washed the feet of his disciples so that they remember that no-one is greater than another.
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Game: Hunt the foot

Need:  1 cut out foot shape.

Ask the children to close their eyes whilst you hide the foot shape.  When it's hidden, ask the children to find it.  Whoever finds it, gets to hide it whilst the others again close their eyes.

Closing Prayer thanking God for his son Jesus who taught us humility.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your son Jesus Christ who taught us that we should not think ourselves better than anyone else.  Amen" 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer to welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of Jesus washing the disciples feet to the children in the class.

A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.

Drama:  

Have the class act out the story with one person playing Jesus.  If desired, you could provide a bowl and towel to make the scene more realistic, but no water.

Discussion:   

Why did Jesus do this?  What examples do the children have in their own lives where they have been made to feel that they were not as worthy as another child?  What would Jesus say about that?

Activity:  

For this project you will need some construction paper, a pen, art supplies, glue or double sided tape, and large bowl shape cut out of construction paper.  Put the children into pairs.  Have them take off their shoes and socks.  Each child should draw around the feet of his or her partner onto construction paper.  Once the feet shapes are on paper, the children should write the name of the feet owner onto the shapes and then color them before they cut them out.  All of the decorated feet should now be stuck onto your bowl shape.  Pin the completed picture on the wall to remind the children of the humility of Jesus who washed the feet of his disciples so that they remember that no-one is greater than another.

Closing Prayer thanking God for Jesus who taught us that we should not believe we are greater than anyone else.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your son Jesus Christ who showed us how we should live as Christians.  Help us follow the example of Jesus, to be humble, and not make others feel that we think they are not as good as we are.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer to open the session. For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 

Read the story of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.  Ask for volunteers to read the verses, or go around the room with each child in turn reading one verse.
John 13: 1-17

Discussion 1:

What is this bible story about?  Why is it important?

Activity: Unravel the bible verse

"I veha tes uyo na xempael hatt ouy dluohs od sa I ehav neod rof uyo.  I lelt uoy eht hurtt, on vntares si regraet naht sih remats, ron si a semgersne ratgeter nhta eht noe how tens mih."

Discussion 2:

In what ways do people imply that they are better than others?  How do we feel when someone makes us feel that they are better than us?  What can we do so that we don't make others feel that way?  

Activity 2:  Role play

In pairs, have the students first of all create a short conversation where one of them is bragging about being better or having something better than the other.  Then have the other person show how they can turn that conversation into one that shows humility in action. - these should be performed in front of the class Be prepared to offer a few scenarios if the students can't think of any themselves.

For example:

Conversation 1

Student A:  Oh you've got a new MP3 player?

Student B:  Yeah, it's the latest one.  It's got a huge memory so I can put all my favorite songs on it - at least 100 - let's see yours.

Student A: <shows their MP3 player> My mom did some overtime last month so she could buy it for me.

Student B: <glances quickly at the shown item> Oh, it's only a cheapy one. I bet it doesn't have any of the super-duper features that mine has.  I bet that mine will last much longer than yours!  Did I tell it's the top of the range latest MP3 player?  Most expensive one in the store daddy said so.  

Student A: <quickly stuff the MP3 player back into pocket before the other student can say any more.

Conversation 2

Student A:  Oh you've got a new MP3 player?

Student B: Yes, my daddy bought it for me.  It plays a lot of songs.

You've got one already haven't you?  Can I see it?

Student A:  <shows their MP3 player> My mom did some overtime last month so she could buy it for me.

Student B: You're lucky, my mom doesn't know what an MP3 player is!  

After each role play situation, ask the rest of the class to identify the lack of humility in the first situation and then where the humility was shown in the second.

Closing Prayer thanking God for his son Jesus who showed us how Christian people should live.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your son Jesus Christ who taught us by his example how we should live as Christians.  Guide our voices so that we never make someone else feel that they are inferior to us.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer to start session. For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the chance to come together with others in fellowship to learn more about your love.  Give us the wisdom to learn from your words, and to put what we learn to work as we go about our lives in the week to come."

Bible Reading:

Read the story of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.  Ask for volunteers to read the verses, or go around the room with each child in turn reading one verse.
John 13: 1-17

Discussion 1: 

What is the important point of this bible passage?  Why is washing someone's feet a good example of someone showing humility?  How do we feel when someone makes us feel that they are better than we are?

Activity 1:  Role Play

In pairs, make up a scene where one person makes the other feel inferior.  

Have the rest of the class discuss the situation that was performed, and how it could have been handled with more humility.

Be prepared to give a few age appropriate examples that they can work with - clothes, hairstyle, gadgets, etc.

Discussion 2: 

Think about the world in which we live.  What examples are there of people who do not show humility?  Why do the students think that people act in such a way as to cause others to feel inferior - for example power, greed.  

Activity 2: 

You have just won a competition - perhaps a beauty pageant or cycle race - and received a number of prizes.  Write an account of your win for the local newspaper that shows both your humility at winning and respect for other competitors. 

Closing Prayer thanking God for his son Jesus who showed how to act in humility, and asking for guidance so that we can also live in humility.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your son Jesus Christ who showed us how we should live in humility. Guide our thoughts and actions so that we don't make others feel inferior and so show the work of God through our lives.  Amen." 

Fishers of Men

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet in your presence once again. Please help us to learn more about your work. Help us to do the good things that you want us to do. Amen.”

Bible Story:

Tell the children the story of Jesus telling Simon and Andrew that he will make them “fishers of men” (Mark 1: 16-20) in basic language that this age group can understand. 

Art:

Precut two fish for each child from construction paper. Help each child to put glue and glitter on each fish. Then help them glue their fish on a piece of blue construction paper.
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Activity:

Play Follow the Leader with the children. Begin by being the leader and then give each child a chance to be the leader.

Closing Prayer asking God to help follow Him. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our class today. Help us to be good followers like Simon and Andrew.  Be with us this week and keep us safe. Amen.

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us here together once again. Help us to learn more about you and to do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Bible Story:


Tell the children the story of Jesus telling Simon and Andrew that he will make them “fishers of men” (Mark 1: 16-20). You can use a children’s Bible or just tell the story in simple language that this age group can understand.

Drama:

Have the children act out this story. Each child can take on the roles of Jesus, Simon, Andrew, James and John. If you have many children, you can split them up into groups of five and let each group act out the story. OR You can have the children take turns playing the different roles. 

Discussion:

Talk about what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Talk to them about what kinds of things that they can do to show that they are followers of Jesus. Ask the children if they have any ideas of their own.

Activity:

Play Follow the Leader. Let the children take turns being the leader. 

Closing Prayer asking God for help in following Him. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our class today. Help us to do things to show that we are following you. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for allowing us to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and do what you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Talk about following. Who should we follow? Who should we not follow? Why should we follow some and not others? Who is the most important person to follow? Should others follow us, why or why not?


Bible Story:
Retell the story of Jesus making His followers “fishers of men,” 

or have the students read Mark 1: 16-20.

Discussion of Jesus’ followers’ feelings.

Talk about why Jesus’ followers were fishing when He approached them. Ask the students how they would feel about leaving everything that they had to follow someone who they have not known very long. Ask the students what they need to do so that they can be good examples for others to follow them. 

Activity:

Have the students write the bible verse on a piece of colored paper. Have them write the reasons that they want to follow Jesus.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in following Him. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our lesson today. Thank you for bringing us together and helping us to learn more about you. Help us to follow you and to do what you want us to do. Show us how to lead other people to you so that they can follow you too. Amen.

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to start the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together in fellowship with each other. Help us to learn from your words. Help us to gain a better understanding of you as we study together. Amen.”


Bible Reading:
Appoint several readers and have each read a verse until they have completed the reading of Mark 1: 16-20. 

Discussion:

Talk to the students about how they think that the fishermen felt when Jesus wanted them to drop what they were doing to follow Him. Emphasize to them that fishing was their career and that they left their career to follow Jesus. Ask them what they think might have gone through the fishermens’ minds when they decided to leave their current lives to go with Jesus. 

Activity:

Have the students write a letter to their family as if they are one of the fishermen who are going to follow Jesus. In the letter have them tell their family who they are going to follow and why.  

Discussion:

Talk to the students about how we need to follow Jesus, but we need to live so we can lead others to Jesus. Ask them how they can lead their friends to Jesus. 

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us follow Him and lead others to Him. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our study this morning. Help us to continue to follow in your ways. Help us to lead our friends to you so that they can follow you also. Be with us this week and keep us all safe. Amen.”

Jesus Walks on Water

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for bringing us together. Help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus walking on the water (Matthew 14: 25-31). You can tell the story using a children’s bible or just tell it in basic language that this age group can understand.

Discussion:

Talk to the children about why Peter began to sink. Emphasize to them that if they keep their eyes on Jesus they will be safe, just as when Peter had his eyes on Jesus he was safe. 

Activity:

Have the children decorate toilet paper binoculars. 

Need: two toilet paper tubes for each child, construction paper, crayons or markers, stickers, tape, and a stapler

Wrap the toilet paper tubes with construction paper and tape the paper to them, then staple two tubes together side by side. Give each child a pair of toilet paper tubes. Let them color the tubes and put stickers on them. Emphasize to the child that the binoculars they have made can remind them to keep their eyes on Jesus so that He can keep them safe.
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Closing Prayer to ask for help in keeping our eyes on Jesus. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you today. Please help us to keep our eyes on you so that you can keep us safe. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about you this morning. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus walking on the water (Matthew 14: 25-31). Either tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in a way that this age group can understand.

Drama:

Have the children get into pairs and act this story out. Have each child play both roles, Peter and Jesus. 

Discussion:

Talk to the children about why Peter began to sink. Emphasize to them that if they keep their eyes on Jesus, He will keep them safe.

Activity:

Let the children draw a picture of this story on a piece of paper. Then help them write “Keep your eyes on Jesus” on their paper.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in keeping our eyes on Jesus. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn more about Jesus today. Please help us to keep our eyes on Jesus so that He can keep us safe. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about your words. Please help us to follow in your footsteps and become closer to you. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have several students read Matthew 14: 25-31 out loud until the passage has been read. 

Drama:

Have the students get into pairs. Have each pair take on the roles of Peter and Jesus from the story. First have them act out the story as it is told in the Bible. Then have them act out the story as if Peter had not lost faith. 

Discussion:

Ask the students why Peter began to sink. Ask them about some of the hard things that they have had to deal with. Emphasize to them that even during those hard times or storms we need to keep our eyes on Jesus. 

Activity:

Give each student a piece of paper with the following word bank and list of scrambled words and have them unscramble them:

Word Bank:   afraid    boat    doubt    faith    Peter    prayer    safe    trust    water    windy

aerypr - prayer

atbo - boat

adfira - afraid

aerwt – water

eeptr - peter

dbotu - doubt

srttu - trust

dinyw - windy

afhti - faith

eafs – safe

Closing Prayer to ask for help in keeping our eyes on Jesus. For example:

“Thank you for our class today God. Thank you for the fun that we have had and the lesson that we learned. Please help us to remember to keep our eyes on Jesus especially during hard times. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Using the word bank as a guide unscramble the scrambled words

Word Bank:   afraid    boat    doubt    faith    Peter    prayer    safe    trust    water    windy

Scrambled words:

aerypr

atbo

adfira

aerwt

eeptr

dbotu

srttu

dinyw

afhti

eafs

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for the opportunity to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and what you have done for us. Lead us in your footsteps as we journey together. Amen.”

Discussion:

Talk about some of the difficult things that the students face at school and at home. Talk about how these things can distract them from Jesus.


Bible Reading:
Have the students take turns reading from Matthew 14: 25-31, which is the story of Jesus walking on water, until the passage has been read.

Discussion:

Ask the students why Peter began to sink. Then refer back to the difficult things that they face on a daily basis. Remind them that through their difficult times they need to keep their eyes on Jesus.

Activity:

Give each student a sheet of paper that has the following scrambled words. Using the Bible verses that they have just read, have them unscramble the words. 

Scrambled words:

aerypr

atbo

adfira

aerwt

eeptr

dbotu

srttu

dinyw

afhti

eafs

Closing Prayer to ask for help in keeping our eyes on Jesus. For example:

“Thank you God for bring us together today to learn more about you and Jesus. Please help us to remember to keep our eyes on Jesus during the storms of our lives. Keep us safe in your care. Amen”

Unscramble the scrambled words

Scrambled words:

aerypr

atbo

adfira

aerwt

eeptr

dbotu

srttu

dinyw

afhti

eafs

Zacchaeus Climbs a Tree

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again today. Please help us to learn about you. Help us also to do the things you want us to do and follow in your footsteps. Amen.” 

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Zacchaeus climbing the tree to see Jesus (Luke 19: 1-10). You can tell this story from a children’s bible or just tell it in a way that this age group can understand. 

Discussion:

Talk about how we all do things that are not good sometimes. Emphasize that even though we might not always do good things, that does not make us bad people in God’s eyes. Talk about how we try not to do those bad things again and that God thinks that we are good people for trying to be good. 

Activity:

Use butcher paper to draw a large tree. Give the children pre-cut leaves to tape to the tree. Then have them try to put a pre-cut Zacchaeus on the tree, (like Pin the Tail on the Donkey), to see if they can get him on a branch,
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Closing Prayer to ask for help to do good things. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you. Thank you for loving us even when we are not so good. Please help us to do good things for you and for others. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again on this day. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your ways. Amen.”


Bible Story:
Tell the story of Zacchaeus climbing the tree to see Jesus (Luke 19: 1-10). You can use a children’s bible to tell the story. If you do not have a children’s bible, you can tell the story in a way that children of this age can understand.

Discussion:

Talk about how Zacchaeus looked hard for Jesus and got very close to him. Discuss some ways that we can look for God in our own lives.

Activity:

Draw a large tree on butcher paper. Let the children tape precut leaves to it. Then let them try to put a precut Zacchaeus on it like Pin the Tail on the Donkey to see who can get Zacchaeus on a branch.

Activity:

Give the children figs to taste. Explain that Zacchaeus climbed a fig-sycamore tree to see Jesus.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in looking for Jesus. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for being there for us. Thank you for guiding us everyday. Please help us to look for you in our lives. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn about you. Please help us to follow you and walk in your footsteps. Amen.”


Bible Story:
Have the several students take turns reading the story of Zacchaeus climbing in the tree to see Jesus, which is Luke 19: 1-10. After the passage has been read discuss what the story was about to make sure that they understood what they read.

Discussion:

Talk about how everyone sins. Remind the students that just because we sin does not mean that we are bad people. Talk about how we can show our disapproval of the sin that people commit without turning our back on the person who has committed the sin. 

Art:


Give each student a piece of paper. Have them draw a tree. Then have them draw Zacchaeus in the tree and write “Luke 19: 1-10” on their paper. 

Closing Prayer to ask for help in disapproving of sins but loving the sinners. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our fellowship. Please help us to show people that we do not approve of the sins that they commit, but that we still love them. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to worship you. Please help us to gain a better understanding of you and your words. Help us to follow your path. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students if everyone sins or if there is anyone who does not sin, besides Jesus. Talk to them about sins and the sinner. Explain that everyone is a sinner because everyone sins, but that does not mean that we are all bad people.


Bible Reading:
Appoint several students to read Luke 19: 1-10. Have them read until the passage has been read completely. At the end of the passage discuss what happened in this story so that you can be sure that everyone understood what was read.

Discussion:

Remind them of the discussion before the bible reading. Discuss what they can do to show their disapproval of the sins that are being committed around them and show that they still love the sinner.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in disapproving of the sins committed around us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for loving us unconditionally. Please help us to show others that we disapprove of the sins that they commit while we still love them. Help us to continue to grow in our faith. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

David And The Giant

Ages 2-5

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today to learn about your love. Help us to learn more about you. Help us to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:

Tell the story of David and Goliath (1 Samuel 16 and 17) in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Discussion:

Talk about what happened in the story. Ask the children how little David had the strength to beat Goliath. Emphasize that God gave David strength just as he will give us strength to get through hard times. 

Drama:

Have the children act out the story. Have them use cotton balls as the stone. Have them take turns being David and Goliath.

Art:

Have the children draw a picture of the story.

Materials needed:

Paper

Crayons or markers

Glue

Small pebbles

Give the children paper and markers or crayons. Have them draw a picture of the story. When they are done drawing help them glue the pebbles on their picture to represent the stone that David used to beat the giant.

Activity:

Have the children play Pin the Stone On Goliath.

Materials needed:

Poster board

Markers

Sticky tack

Blind fold

Before class draw a picture of Goliath on the poster board and roll the sticky tack into a ball. When it is time for this activity hang the poster board with Goliath somewhere in the room. Have the children sit in a line in front of the picture. Explain that they are supposed to get the sticky tac stone on Goliath’s forehead, but that they can not throw it. Explain that they have to keep their blind fold on and walk up and put it on the poster where they think it should go. Then play just as you would play pin the tail on the donkey. Place the blind fold on each player when it is their turn, give them the sticky tack stone, spin them around, lead them toward the poster, and have them guess where the sticky tack stone should go. Make sure that each child gets a turn.

Song:

Sing the song Only A Boy Named David

Only a boy named David

Only a little sling

Only a boy named David

But he could pray and sing

Only a boy named David

Only a rippling brook

Only a boy named David

But five little stones he took.

And one little stone went in the sling

And the sling went round and round

And one little stone went in the sling

And the sling went round and round

And round and round

And round and round

And round and round and round

And one little stone went up in the air

And the giant came tumbling down.

Closing Prayer to ask God for the strength we need. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us strength. Please help us to remember the strength you give us when we are sad or lonely. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Ages 6-8

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all here on this day. Please help us all to learn from your Word. Help us also to do what is right. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students if little people can do big things. Then ask them why or why not.

Bible Story:

Tell them the story of David and Goliath (1 Samuel 16 and 17) in such a way that this age group can understand

Discussion:

Ask the students again if little people can do big things. Ask them why David was able to beat the giant. Emphasize that God gave him strength just as He will give us strength when we need it.

Drama:

Have the children act out the story. Have them use cotton balls as the stone. Have them take turns being David and Goliath.

Art:

Have them paint stones.

Materials Needed:

5 fairly flat rocks for each child

1 fairly flat rock slightly larger than the others for each child

Paint in various colors

Paint brushes

Permanent black marker

Brown paper sacks

Give the children the rocks. Let them paint their 6 rocks however they would like to. Then help them write the letters D A V I D, one letter on each of the five rocks and  a big G on the slightly larger rock after the paint has dried. You might want to set the rocks outside as they finish each one so that they can dry faster. Once the rocks are finished you can place them in brown paper lunch bags and the children have a bag of rocks to remind them of David’s strength.

Activity:

Have the children play Pin the Stone On Goliath.

Materials needed:

Poster board

Markers

Sticky tack

Blind fold

Before class draw a picture of Goliath on the poster board and roll the sticky tack into a ball. When it is time for this activity hang the poster board with Goliath 

somewhere in the room. Have the children sit in a line in front of the picture. Explain that they are supposed to get the sticky tac stone on Goliath’s forehead, but that they can not throw it. Explain that they have to keep their blind fold on and walk up and put it on the poster where they think it should go. Then play just as you would play pin the tail on the donkey. Place the blind fold on each player when it is their turn, give them the sticky tack stone, spin them around, lead them toward the poster, and have them guess where the sticky tack stone should go. Make sure that each child gets a turn.

Song:

Sing the song Only A Boy Named David

Only a boy named David

Only a little sling

Only a boy named David

But he could pray and sing

Only a boy named David

Only a rippling brook

Only a boy named David

But five little stones he took.

And one little stone went in the sling

And the sling went round and round

And one little stone went in the sling

And the sling went round and round

And round and round

And round and round

And round and round and round

And one little stone went up in the air

And the giant came tumbling down.

Closing Prayer to thank God for giving us strength. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for the strength that you give us. Help us to remember to ask you for more strength when we are lonely, scared or sad. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

Ages 9-11

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to learn from your words. Help us to be more like you. Amen.”

Bible Story:

Have the students read the story of David and Goliath in 1Samuel 16 and 17. 

Discussion:

Ask the students how such a small boy got the strength to beat Goliath. Ask the students if they would be able to beat the giant. Ask them if they have any giants in their lives, such as assignments at school that they do no think that they can do or an ongoing argument with a friend, etc. Ask them how they can find the strength to beat their giants.

Activity:

Have the students complete an anagram. Give them the following words in a word bank:

brave,  fight,  giant,  heart,  hero,  Philistines,  youngest,  slingshot,  stones,  shepherd

Then give them the following mixed up words and have them use the word bank to unscramble the words. This can be done individually, as partners or as a group.

tuynoseg 

rtahe

ginta

hrpsheed

ssteno

lnsostgihl

oreh

rveab

fhgit

pinssthiiile

Activity:

Have the children play Pin the Stone On Goliath.

Materials needed:

Poster board

Markers

Sticky tack

Blind fold

Before class draw a picture of Goliath on the poster board and roll the sticky tack into a ball. When it is time for this activity hang the poster board with Goliath 

somewhere in the room. Have the children sit in a line in front of the picture. Explain that they are supposed to get the sticky tac stone on Goliath’s forehead, but that they can not throw it. Explain that they have to keep their blind fold on and walk up and put it on the poster where they think it should go. Then play just as you would play pin the tail on the donkey. Place the blind fold on each player when it is their turn, give them the sticky tack stone, spin them around, lead them toward the poster, and have them guess where the sticky tack stone should go. Make sure that each child gets a turn.

Closing Prayer to thank God for giving us strength. For example:

“Thank you God so much for the strength that you give us. Help us to remember that you will give us all the strength we need to beat our own giants. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

Ages 12-14

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together on this day to worship you. Help us to learn from your words. Lead us down the path of righteousness as we come together for your glory. Amen.”

Activity:

Have the students do a lifting activity.

Materials needed:

A very heavy object that this age group can not lift alone

Have each student try to lift the object by themselves. When no one is able to do this ask them what their ideas are as to how they can move the object across the room. Let them try to move it with a partner or with your help.

Discussion:

Ask the students if they have any big problems that they are trying to deal with. Ask them if they ever feel like the just do not have the strength to deal with the big problems that they sometimes have to face.

Bible Reading:

Have the students read the story of David and Goliath from 1 Samuel 16 and 17. 

Discussion:

Have them discuss what happened in the story. Ask them if we ever have to face giants. After they have thought about whether we face giants emphasize that we may not face giants in the way that David did, but sometimes the problems we have to deal with are like giants.

Discussion:

Ask the students if God still gives strength to people. Ask them how we can get the strength we need from God. Explain that moving the heavy object was like facing our giants and that we can not do it alone, but we can do it with the help. Explain that their partner’s help or your help is like having God’s help when facing our giants.

Activity:

Have the students complete an anagram. Give them the following words and have them unscramble the words. This can be done individually, in partners or in a group.

tuynoseg 

rtahe

ginta

hrpsheed

ssteno

lnsostgihl

oreh

rveab

fhgit

pinssthiiile

Closing Prayer to thank God for giving us strength. For example:

“Thank you God for the strength that you give us. Help us to remember to ask you for strength when we need it to overcome our problems. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

I Am Special to Jesus

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today to learn about your love. Help us to learn more about you. Help us to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Use the verses 1st Corinthians 15:3, 1st Thessalonians 5:10, and 1st Peter 3: 15 to tell the children about how much Jesus loves each and every one of us. Tell the children this concept in such a way that they can understand.

Discussion:

Talk to the children about how Jesus thinks that each one of them is special and that He loves them very much. 

Activity:

Have the children say one nice thing about the person sitting next to them and tell them that they are special.

Art:

Give each child a sheet of paper and crayons. Have them draw a picture of themselves on their paper. Then help them write “I am special to Jesus” on their paper.
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Closing Prayer to thank God for Jesus for and for Jesus’ love. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for your son Jesus and the love that He showed for us. Please help us to do the right things and to keep learning about you. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all here on this day. Please help us all to learn from your Word. Help us also to do what is right. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Use the verses 1st Corinthians 15:3, 1st Thessalonians 5:10, and 1st Peter 3: 15 to tell the children about how much Jesus loves each and every one of us. Tell the children this concept in such a way that they can understand.

Discussion:

Ask the children if each one of them is the same. Emphasize that being different from each other is good and that without differences the world would be boring. Ask them to share one thing that they think is unique about themselves.

Activity:

Give each child two pieces of card stock that says:

“I am special to Jesus. I am also special to my friend _________ because _________.”

Have them draw a picture of two different friends in the class. In the blanks have them write their name then something that makes that friend special. Help those children who need help writing. Then have them give their pictures to those friends that they drew and wrote about.
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Closing Prayer to thank God for Jesus for and for Jesus’ love. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to love us. Thank you for making us special to Jesus. Please help us to remember that everyone is special. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to learn from your words. Help us to be more like you. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have the students take turns reading the following Bible passages:

1st Corinthians 15:3

1st Thessalonians 5:10

1st Peter 3: 15

Have them read until they have read all of the passages. Discuss what they have read so that you can make sure that they have understood the verses.

Discussion:

Ask the students why Jesus died on the cross. Emphasize that we are all special to Jesus. Explain that if there were only a few people who were special to Him, he would not have died on that cross for us.

Activity:

Have the students write a letter to themselves. In the letter have them write why Jesus died on the cross. Then have them write at least five attributes that make them special and unique.

Closing Prayer to thank God for sending Jesus to die for our sins. For example:

“Thank you God so much for sending your son Jesus to die for our sins. Thank you for loving us so much. We thank Jesus for opening the door to Heaven for us. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together on this day to worship you. Help us to learn from your words. Lead us down the path of righteousness as we come together for your glory. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Have the students take turns reading the following Bible passages:

1st Corinthians 15:3

1st Thessalonians 5:10

1st Peter 3: 15

Have them read until they have read all of the passages. Discuss what they have read so that you can make sure that they have understood the verses.

Discussion:

Ask the students why Jesus did not come down off of the cross, even though He could have. Ask them why Jesus gave up His life for us.

Discussion:

Ask the students how we can show Jesus our gratitude for giving up His life for our sins. Have them write down some of the ideas generated on a note card. Encourage them to put the note card somewhere that they will see everyday so that they can remember to show Jesus that they are thankful for His sacrifice.

Closing Prayer to thank God for Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins. For example:

“Thank you God for sending your son Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. We are grateful for the sacrifice that He made for us. Please help us to show our gratitude to Jesus for what He did for us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Jesus Feeds Five Thousand

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet in your presence once again. Please help us to learn more about your work. Help us to do the good things that you want us to do. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the children the story of Jesus using only two fish and five loaves of barley bread to feed the five thousand people (John 6: 1-13). You can use a children’s bible to tell the story or just tell it in such a way that this age group will understand.

Discussion:

Ask the children what they can share with other people. Many will talk about toys they can share. Explain to them that they can share their happiness and love too, by smiling at others and by giving hugs.

Cooking Time:

Have the children help you make a trail mix. Have them take turns dumping the ingredients into the bowl. Then let them help you stir it together with a big wooden spoon. 

Need: 1 large bowl


1 or 2 wooden spoons


1 pkg. of raisins


1 pkg. of chex cereal or fruit loops


1 pkg. of m&m’s


1 pkg. of marshmallows


Snack size baggies (enough for each child to have 3)

After the trail mix has been prepared, put some into each of the baggies. Explain to the children that one baggie is for them and the rest are for them to share with two other people.
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Closing Prayer asking God to help us share. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our class today. Help us to share our toys and our happiness and love. Keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us here together once again. Help us to learn more about you and to do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the children the story of Jesus using only two fish and five loaves of barley bread to feed the five thousand people (John 6: 1-13). You can use a children’s bible to tell the story or just tell it in such a way that this age group will understand.

Discussion:

Ask the children what they can share with their friends and family members. Explain that toys and food are not the only things we can share. We can share attitudes also. Discuss ways that they can share positive attitudes with others.

Activity:

Give the children a paper and crayons or markers. Let them color a picture and give it to another classmate. 

Cooking Time:

Have the children help you make a trail mix. Have them take turns dumping the ingredients into the bowl. Then let them help you stir it together with a big wooden spoon. 

Need: 1 large bowl


1 or 2 wooden spoons


1 pkg. of raisins


1 pkg. of chex cereal or fruit loops


1 pkg. of m&m’s


1 pkg. of marshmallows


Snack size baggies (enough for each child to have 3)

After the trail mix has been prepared, put some into each of the baggies. Explain to the children that one baggie is for them and the rest are for them to share with two other people.

Closing Prayer asking God to help us share. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our class today. Help us to share our things and our good attitudes. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for allowing us to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and do what you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the children what they have that they can share. Explain to them that they can share not only toys but also attitudes and abilities. Ask them what attitudes they can share. Then ask what happens when they share positive attitudes and what happens when they share negative attitudes. Discuss what abilities people share. 

Bible Story:
Choose several students to rotate reading the story about Jesus feeding the five thousand people in John 6: 1-13. 

Discussion:

Refer back to the discussion before the Bible story.  Explain to the children that they can share not only toys but also attitudes and abilities. Ask them what attitudes they can share. Then ask what happens when they share positive attitudes and what happens when they share negative attitudes. Discuss what abilities people share. 

Activity:

Have the students write abilities and attitudes that they can share on a rubber band. Tell them to write as many as they can. After everyone has finished writing, have them line up next to each other. Have them take turns shooting their rubber bands toward a shoe box. As each student shoots their rubber band have them say this prayer, “Jesus, help my sharing go a long way.” After everyone has had the chance to shoot theirs, have them pick up their rubber band. Then talk to the students about how Jesus stretched the food that the boy brought a long way. Have each student turn to a partner and tell them something that they wrote on their rubber band.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in sharing attitudes and abilities. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our lesson today. Thank you for bringing us together and helping us to learn more about you. Help us to share our positive attitudes with others. Also help us to share our abilities in order to make a difference in other people’s lives. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to start the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together in fellowship with each other. Help us to learn from your words. Help us to gain a better understanding of you as we study together. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Appoint several readers and have each read a verse until they have completed the reading of John 6: 1-13. 

Discussion:

Ask the students how they think the boy who brought the food felt when Jesus fed all of those people with the little bit of food that he had brought. Ask them what they have that they can share with others. Remind them that material objects are not the only thing that we can share. Explain that we can also share our attitudes and our abilities. Ask them what attitudes we should share with others and why and what attitudes we should not share with others and why. Ask what kinds of abilities they each have that they can share. Ask them how sharing their abilities can make a difference in others’ lives.

Activity:

Have the students share one of their abilities with the class. For example if they have the ability to sing, have them lead the class in a song, or if their ability is to speak, have them lead a future class, and so on.

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us share our attitudes and abilities. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our study this morning. Help us to continue to follow in your ways. Help us to share our positive attitudes with those around us. Also help us to share our abilities that you gave us for your good. Keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

Jesus Heals the Blind

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for bringing us together. Help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the children what love means. Discuss ways that we show love to our mom, dad, brothers, sisters, etc. 

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus healing the blind man from Mark 10:46-52. You can use a children’s bible to tell the story or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Discussion:

Discuss Jesus’ love for the blind man. Explain to the children that Jesus has that much love for all of us. Talk about ways that we can show love to others like Jesus showed love to the blind man.

Activity:

Give the children a pre-cut heart. Let them color it. Help them write “Jesus loves me” on their heart
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Closing Prayer to tell God how thankful we are for His and Jesus’ love. For example:

 “Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you today. Thank you so much for loving us. Thank you also for Jesus’ love. Help us to show love to our family and friends. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about you this morning. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus healing the blind man from Mark 10:46-52. You can use a children’s bible to tell the story or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Drama:

Have the children get into pairs and act this story out. Have them take turns playing the role of Jesus and the blind man.

Discussion:

Ask the children why Jesus healed the blind man. Ask them if Jesus loves everyone as much as he loved the blind man. 

Discussion:

Ask the children how they show love to their family. Brainstorm with them on other ways that they can show love to their friends and family.

Activity:

Give the children paper and crayons or markers. Have them make a valentine type card. On their card have them write, “Jesus loves me.” 

Closing Prayer to thank God for His and Jesus’ love. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn more about Jesus today. Thank you so much for loving us. Thank you also for Jesus’ love. Please help us to love others like you love us. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about your words. Please help us to follow in your footsteps and become closer to you. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students what they think faith is.

Bible Story:
Have several students read Mark 10: 46-52 out loud until the passage has been read. 

Drama:

Have the students get into pairs. Have each pair take on the roles of Jesus and the blind man from the story and act out the story. Have them switch roles so that each has a turn playing Jesus and the blind man.

Discussion:

Ask the students why Jesus healed the blind man. Ask them if Jesus loves all of us like He loved the blind man. 

Discussion:

Ask the students why the blind man was able to be healed. Discuss what faith means.  

Activity:

Give each student a piece of paper with the following word bank and list of scrambled words and have them unscramble them:

Word Bank:   blind   Jesus    mercy    call   feet    faith     healed     sight

Scrambled words:

aheeld - healed

nibld - blind

lcal - call

thsig - sight

cryme - mercy

tihaf - faith

efet - feet

ujess - Jesus

Closing Prayer to thank God for His and Jesus’ love and to ask Him to help us to have faith in Him. For example:

“Thank you for our class today God. Thank you for the fun that we have had and the lesson that we learned. Thank you so much for your love and Jesus’ love. Help us to have faith in you and Jesus. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Using the word bank as a guide unscramble the scrambled words

Word Bank:   blind   Jesus    mercy    call   feet    faith     healed     sight

Scrambled words:

aheeld

nibld

lcal

thsig

cryme

tihaf

efet

ujess

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for the opportunity to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and what you have done for us. Lead us in your footsteps as we journey together. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students what kinds of obstacles they have had to overcome. Ask them if they had faith in Jesus during those times. 


Bible Reading:
Have the students take turns reading from Mark 10: 46-52, which is the story of Jesus walking on water, until the passage has been read.

Discussion:

Ask the students why Jesus healed the blind man. Ask why the blind man was able to be healed. Discuss ways that you can show others the same kind of love that Jesus showed the blind man. Remind the students to have faith in Jesus during their struggles.

Activity:

Give each student a sheet of paper that has the following scrambled words. Using the Bible verses that they have just read, have them unscramble the words. 

Scrambled words:

aheeld - healed

nibld - blind

lcal - call

thsig - sight

cryme - mercy

tihaf - faith

efet - feet

ujess - jesus

Closing Prayer to thank God for His and Jesus’ love and to ask for help in having faith in Him. For example:

“Thank you God for bring us together today to learn more about you and Jesus. Please help us to remember to keep our eyes on Jesus during the storms of our lives. Keep us safe in your care. Amen”

Scrambled words:

Unscramble the scrambled words

aheeld

nibld

lcal

thsig

cryme

tihaf

efet

ujess

John the Baptist

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again today. Please help us to learn about you. Help us also to do the things you want us to do and follow in your footsteps. Amen.” 


Bible Story:
Tell the story of John the Baptist (Matthew 3: 1-17). You can use a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand.

Discussion:

Ask the children if they ever tell their friends about God. Talk about why it is important for us to let others know about God and how He wants us to live.

Activity:

Play John Says (like Simon Says). If John doesn’t say, then they don’t do it. Here are ideas for the game:

-Touch your nose

-Jump three times

-Turn around

-Shake your head

-Hug a friend
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Closing Prayer to ask God for help in telling other people about Him. For example:

 “Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you. Please help us to tell our friends about you. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again on this day. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your ways. Amen.”


Bible Story:
Tell the story of John the Baptist (Matthew 3: 1-17). You can use a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand.

Discussion:

Ask the children if they ever tell their friends about God. Talk about why it is important for us to let others know about God and how He wants us to live.

Activity:

Play John Says (like Simon Says). If John doesn’t say, then they don’t do it. Here are ideas for the game:

-Touch your nose

-Jump three times

-Turn around

-Shake your head

-Hug a friend

Let each child have the opportunity to be “John.”

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in telling other people about Him. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for being there for us. Please help us to tell our friends about you and what you do for us. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn about you. Please help us to follow you and walk in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have the several students take turns reading about John the Baptist from 

Matthew 3: 1-17.

Discussion:

Ask the students if they tell their friends about God. Discuss some good opportunities for them to talk about God. 

Role Play:

Put the students into pairs. Have them pretend to be in a situation that was previously discussed as an opportunity to talk about God. Have them role play the situation, and then have them switch roles so that each student gets to practice telling the gospel and hearing the gospel.

Discussion:

Ask the students if they know why people get baptized. Explain what baptism is and the purpose behind it (a new life).

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in spreading the news about Him and to thank Him for the opportunity to live a new life. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our fellowship. Please help us to tell everyone we know about you. Thank you so much for the opportunity to live a new life and come to your home in Heaven. Keep us safe in your name we pray. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to worship you. Please help us to gain a better understanding of you and your words. Help us to follow your path. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students why we get baptized. 


Bible Reading:
Appoint several students to read Matthew 3: 1-17. Have them read until the passage has been read completely. At the end of the passage discuss what happened in this story so that you can be sure that everyone understood what was read.

Discussion:

Ask the students if they talk about God with their friends, why or why not? Ask them why they should tell others the good news about God. 

Role Play:

Put the students into pairs. Have them pretend to be in a situation that was previously discussed as an opportunity to talk about God. Have them role play the situation, and then have them switch roles so that each student gets to practice telling the gospel and hearing the gospel.

Discussion:

Refer back to the original discussion about baptism. Discuss the importance of it how it works in the church. Encourage those who are not yet baptized to take that step.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in spreading the news about Him and to thank Him for the opportunity to live a new life. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our fellowship. Please help us to tell everyone we know about you. Thank you so much for the opportunity to live a new life and come to your home in Heaven. Keep us safe in your name we pray. Amen.”

Jesus Calms the Storm

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all together today. Please help us learn more about you and your son Jesus. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus calming the storm (Mark 4: 35-41). You can use a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that the children can understand it.

Discussion:

Ask the children who helps them when they are sick or when they are having a bad day. Many will mention different family members such as mom, dad, a sibling, grandparent, aunt or uncle. Explain to them that God and Jesus can help us through our hard days too, just like Jesus helped the disciples in the storm.

Craft:

Have the children make boats and disciples. Precut toilet paper tubes in half. Precut 13 Popsicle sticks down for each child to fit in the toilet paper tubes so that they can “stand” up inside of it. Let the children color their toilet paper tube which will be the boat. Then let them draw faces on the Popsicle sticks and color clothes on them to be the 12 disciples and Jesus. Help the glue or tape the Popsicle sticks standing up in the toilet paper tube. 
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Closing Prayer to thank God for taking care of us all of the time, especially when we are not having good days. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for caring for us when we are having a hard day. Please help us to remember that you will help us when we need help. Keep us safe in you name. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again on this day. Help us to learn from your words and to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus calming the storm (Mark 4: 35-41). You can use a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that the children can understand it.

Discussion:

Ask the children if they think about asking for God’s help when they are having a hard day. Explain to them that God will help them get through the tough days if they will just ask.

Activity:

Ask the children what kinds of things upset them. Write about eight to ten of their answers on a piece of paper. Tell the children that these are the crazies. Tell them that you are going to read some crazies then read some calm downs from the Bible. Tell them to wiggle one finger, arm, leg or their head when you read a crazy. Then tell them to stop wiggling one thing each time you read a calm down. Read from your list of crazies. After the children are wiggling all over, begin reading calm downs. For the calm downs you can use the following list of verses:

Philippians 4:6, Luke 12:25, Psalm 23:1, Isaiah 7:4b, Proverbs 16:4a, Psalm 147:3a, Matthew 28:20b.

Discuss what we can do at home when the crazies are getting to us.

Closing Prayer to thank God for helping us during our tough times. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us during our crazy times. Please help us to remember to turn to you when we need help. Keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to fellowship with each other once again. Please help us to learn from your words and do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion and Activity:

Tell the students that you just talked to the Queen of England on the phone. Then ask them if they believe you. Explain that they have doubted you. Explain what doubt is. Then have the students get into small groups of two to four. Have them come up with three stories, two false stories and one true one. Give them a few minutes to come up with their stories, and then have each group share their stories with everyone else. If the students think the story is true, have them give a thumbs up sign, if they believe it is false, have them give a thumbs down sign. After the class has shown what they think on the three stories have the group tell which story was true. 

Now talk about how hard it is sometimes to know what to doubt and what not to doubt when you don’t know people very well. Explain that it is easier to trust someone when you know that they love you. Tell the students that they are going to learn about a time when the disciples doubted Jesus, even though there was no reason to doubt him.

Bible Story:
Have several students alternate reading Mark 4: 35-41, which is the story of Jesus calming the storm. 

Activity:

Give each student a small box or jar and several little slips of paper. Have them write their fears and doubts on the slips of paper then put them in the jar or box. Explain to them that this is their “Let Go and Let God Jar (or box)” and any time that they have a worry, fear or doubt they can write it down and put it in so that they can let go of their fears, worries and doubts and let God take care of them.

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us to trust Him to take care of our problems. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for being there for us. Please help us to remember to let you help us through our problems. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to be open to learning more about you. Help us also to follow in your ways. Amen.”

Discussion and Activity:

Tell the students that you just talked to the Queen of England on the phone. Then ask them if they believe you. Explain that they have doubted you. Explain what doubt is. Then have the students get into small groups of two to four. Have them come up with three stories, two false stories and one true one. Give them a few minutes to come up with their stories, and then have each group share their stories with everyone else. If the students think the story is true, have them give a thumbs up sign, if they believe it is false, have them give a thumbs down sign. After the class has shown what they think on the three stories have the group tell which story was true. 

Now talk about how hard it is sometimes to know what to doubt and what not to doubt when you don’t know people very well. Explain that it is easier to trust someone when you know that they love you. Tell the students that they are going to learn about a time when the disciples doubted Jesus, even though there was no reason to doubt him.

Bible Reading:
Have several students alternate reading Mark 4: 35-41, which is the story of Jesus calming the storm. 

Discussion:

Ask the students if they can bring too many worries or concerns to Jesus, why or why not. Ask them why Jesus is able to understand their fears and worries. Ask them if we can always depend on Jesus.

Closing Prayer to thank God for taking care of our fears and worries and to ask God for help in remembering to turn our fears and worries over to Him. For example:

“Thank you Lord for taking our fears and worries from us. Thank you for being there for us all of the time. Help us remember to trust you and not doubt you. Keep us in your care always. Amen.”

Mary & Martha

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:


“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today to learn about your love. Help us to learn more about you. Help us to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus visiting Mary and Martha (Luke 10: 38-42). You can tell the story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Discussion:

Ask the children which sister listened to Jesus’ stories. Ask them why Martha did not listen to Him. Explain to the children that sometimes we get so busy that we forget to take time to talk to God and that is what Martha did when Jesus came to visit her. 

Art:

Give the children each a piece of paper. Put out glue, glitter, markers, crayons, yarn, buttons, etc. Let the children make a picture for God. Then display the pictures in the room or send them home for them to hang up for God at home. 
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Closing Prayer to ask for help in listening to God and Jesus. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us your words. Please help us to listen to what you and Jesus are telling us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all here on this day. Please help us all to learn from your Word. Help us also to do what is right. Amen.”


Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus visiting Mary and Martha (Luke 10: 38-42). You can tell the story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Discussion:

Ask the children why Martha did not listen to Jesus when He was telling stories. Ask them if they have ever felt like they were too busy to visit with family members that from out of town. Explain that Martha loved Jesus very much, but that she felt like she was too busy to sit and listen to His stories. Emphasize that it is hard sometimes to take a break from what we are doing to talk to God and let Him know that we still know that He is there, but it is important to do so. 

Activity:

Give the children a piece of paper. Have them write, “Remember to make time for God.” Then have them draw some of their favorite activities as well as a bible and a cross as a reminder to make time for God everyday.

Closing Prayer to thank God for the time He gives to us and to ask Him to help us remember to make time for Him and Jesus. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for all of the time that you have for us. Help us remember to make time for you and Jesus. Help us not to get so busy that we forget about you. Keep us safe in your Holy name. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to learn from your words. Help us to be more like you. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students what kinds of activities that they are involved in at school. Ask them what they do after school. Now ask them if they ever get so busy that they forget to talk to and listen to God.

Bible Story:
Have the students take turns reading Luke 10: 38-42, which is the story of Jesus visiting Mary and Martha.

Discussion:

Refer back to the discussion before the Bible reading. Have the students think about whether they can identify more with Mary or Martha. Would they make time and sit and listen to Jesus if He were to walk into their house one day after school, or would they be too busy with homework or dance lessons or baseball practice. Emphasize the importance of making that time for God everyday as Mary did that day. Reiterate how disappointed Martha was that she did not make the time for Jesus.

Activity:

Give the students several colored index cards. Let them decorate the index cards with markers and have them write on each one, “Remember: Make time for God.” Tell them to put the cards in places where they will see them during the week, such as on their bathroom mirror, in the books they are reading, in their desks, etc.

Closing Prayer to thank God for making time for us whenever we need Him and to ask Him to help us remember to make time for Him. For example:

“Thank you God so much for all of the time that you have for us. Please help us to remember to make time for you everyday. Help us remember that you are number one. Keep us safe in your name. Amen.’”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together on this day to worship you. Help us to learn from your words. Lead us down the path of righteousness as we come together for your glory. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students what kinds of activities that they are involved in at school. Ask them what they do after school. Now ask them if they ever get so busy that they forget to talk to and listen to God.

Bible Reading:
Have the students take turns reading Luke 10: 38-42, which is the story of Jesus visiting Mary and Martha.

Discussion:

Refer back to the discussion before the Bible reading. Have the students think about whether they can identify more with Mary or Martha. Would they make time and sit and listen to Jesus if He were to walk into their house one day after school, or would they be too busy with homework or dance lessons or baseball practice. Emphasize the importance of making that time for God everyday as Mary did that day. Reiterate how disappointed Martha was that she did not make the time for Jesus.

Discussion:

Have the students get into pairs and talk about ways that they can make time for God and ways that they can remember to make that time for God. Give them several minutes to do this, and then have each pair share their ideas with the rest of the class.

Closing Prayer to thank God for the unlimited time that He has for us and ask for His help in remembering to take time out to listen to Him and Jesus. For example:

“Thank you God for the unlimited time that you have for us, your children. Please help us to remember that you are there and to make time for you in our busy lives. Without you we would not have life at all. Please remind us of your presence when we begin to busy ourselves so much that we forget. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Balaam & his Donkey

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Balaam in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate or you may what to use a paraphrased version such as this:

Balaam was a man who didn’t always listen to God.  Sometimes he put his trust in things that did not make God happy.  When God’s chosen people, the Israelites, were near the land that he lived on, other people wanted Balaam to scare them off.  Balaam had a donkey.  When he was riding the donkey to go scare off the Israelites, the angel of the Lord stopped the donkey in the road.  Balaam got mad at the donkey for stopping.  The same thing happened two other times.  Balaam was really mad.  The donkey knew God wanted him to stop, but Balaam wouldn’t listen.  Guess what happened?  The angel opened the donkey’s mouth to talk to Balaam and ask why he was so mean and mad!  Then God let Balaam see the angel.  Balaam said that he was sorry and asked for God’s forgiveness.  God said He forgives, but only say things that are good and nice.  God wanted Balaam to love him and all of God’s people. 

Discussion:  

Why did Balaam ignore God, but listen to the donkey? How does God speak to us?
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Activity:  

Write out several ways that God talks to children on several pieces of paper, bind, and copy them.  Have students illustrate a book about ways that God talks to them.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the talking to us. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you spoke to Balaam.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Balaam in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate or you may what to use a paraphrased version such as this:

Balaam was a man who didn’t always listen to God.  Sometimes he put his trust in things that did not make God happy.  When God’s chosen people, the Israelites, were near the land that he lived on, other people wanted Balaam to scare them off.  Balaam had a donkey.  When he was riding the donkey to go scare off the Israelites, the angel of the Lord stopped the donkey in the road.  Balaam got mad at the donkey for stopping.  The same thing happened two other times.  Balaam was really mad.  The donkey knew God wanted him to stop, but Balaam wouldn’t listen.  Guess what happened?  The angel opened the donkey’s mouth to talk to Balaam and ask why he was so mean and mad!  Then God let Balaam see the angel.  Balaam said that he was sorry and asked for God’s forgiveness.  God said He forgives, but only say things that are good and nice.  God wanted Balaam to love him and all of God’s people. 

Discussion:  

Why did Balaam ignore God, but listen to the donkey? How does God speak to us?

Activity:

Sometimes God speaks to you in a still small voice, through other Christians, through the Bible, or through prayer.  Have students stand in a single file line.  Whisper into the first students ear “God says speak only what I tell you” have that student whisper what they heard to the next student and so on.  Ask the last student to share aloud the message they received.  Compare to the actual phrase whispered and discuss how sometimes we have a hard time listening to God.  Repeat with other verses from the story if time allows. (Numbers 22: 21-38)

Activity:

Make a Venn-diagram (two circles that overlap slightly to allow for a common shared area) and compare how God talked to Balaam, and how he talks to us.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the talking to us. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you spoke to Balaam.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
In this lesson, God uses Balaam, who is pulled between pagan beliefs and truly listening to the voice of God.  The Moabite people are afraid of the Israelites taking over their land and ask Balaam to put a curse on the Israelites so they will be driven out of their country.  Have the students read the following selections.


Numbers 22: 21-27


Numbers 22: 28-31


Numbers 22: 32-38

Discussion: 

God used the angel three times to get Balaam’s attention.  It didn’t work.  Are we like that sometimes?  Why did Balaam ignore God, but listen to the donkey? How does God speak to us?

Activity:

Sometimes God speaks to you in a still small voice, through other Christians, through the Bible, or through prayer.  Have students stand in a single file line.  Whisper into the first students ear “God says speak only what I tell you” have that student whisper what they heard to the next student and so on.  Ask the last student to share aloud the message they received.  Compare to the actual phrase whispered and discuss how sometimes we have a hard time listening to God.  Repeat with other verses from the story if time allows. (Numbers 22: 21-38)

Activity:

Make a Venn-diagram (two circles that overlap slightly to allow for a common shared area) and compare how God talked to Balaam, and how he talks to us.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the talking to us. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you spoke to Balaam.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  

In this lesson, God uses Balaam, who is pulled between pagan beliefs and truly listening to the voice of God.  The Moabite people are afraid of the Israelites taking over their land and ask Balaam to put a curse on the Israelites so they will be driven out of their country.  Have the students read the following selections.


Numbers 22: 21-27


Numbers 22:28-31


Numbers 22:32-38

Discussion: 

God used the angel three times to get Balaam’s attention.  It didn’t work.  Are we like that sometimes?  Why did Balaam ignore God, but listen to the donkey? How does God speak to us?

Activity:  

Make up index cards with different scenarios on them of a situation in which God would tell them something, but they would have to choose to listen.  Color-code the scenarios so that the student with the same colors respond to each others situation.  Make as many different scenarios as there are students.  Example:  You are invited to a movie that you really want to see, but you know that it’s not appropriate.  Your parents wouldn’t find out, because your friend is old enough to drive.  What do you do?

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the talking to us. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you spoke to Balaam.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

Sampson’s Great Strength

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Samson in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate or you may what to use a paraphrased version such as this:

God chose someone who was once little just like you.  He chose Samson to grow up to be strong and to be a hero.  God wanted Samson to save his special people, the Israelites, from the Philistines.  The Philistines were fighting and being mean to the Israelites.  Samson’s job as to help the Israelites fight the Philistines.  As Samson grew, he was a Nazirite, which means he ate healthy things, nothing dirty, and no wine.  He didn’t cut his hair either.  Because God chose Samson, he had super strength.  When Samson got older, he didn’t listen to God all the time and he let his own wants get in the way of being good and listening.  Some people got hurt because of that.  Samson did not listen to God, and told a lady named Delilah the secret to his strength.  She cut his hair, and God took the strength away.  Samson was also taken by the Philistines and made blind.  In the end, Samson prayed to the Lord and asked God to remember him and give him strength one more time.  God loved Samson, even when he made mistakes, so God said yes, He would give him strength one more time so Samson could do God’s work.

Discussion:  

What helped Samson to be so strong?  Why does God give us jobs to do?
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Activity:  

From magazines or other appropriate materials, have students cut out pictures of things that would help to make them healthy and strong.  Have them glue the pictures to a piece of paper.  On the back, they can draw a picture of their hero and share why that person is important.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Samson.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Samson in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate or you may what to use a paraphrased version such as this:

God chose someone who was once little just like you.  He chose Samson to grow up to be strong and to be a hero.  God wanted Samson to save his special people, the Israelites, from the Philistines.  The Philistines were fighting and being mean to the Israelites.  Samson’s job as to help the Israelites fight the Philistines.  As Samson grew, he was a Nazirite, which means he ate healthy things, nothing dirty, and no wine.  He didn’t cut his hair either.  Because God chose Samson, he had super strength.  When Samson got older, he didn’t listen to God all the time and he let his own wants get in the way of being good and listening.  Some people got hurt because of that.  Samson did not listen to God, and told a lady named Delilah the secret to his strength.  She cut his hair, and God took the strength away.  Samson was also taken by the Philistines and made blind.  In the end, Samson prayed to the Lord and asked God to remember him and give him strength one more time.  God loved Samson, even when he made mistakes, so God said yes, He would give him strength one more time so Samson could do God’s work.

Discussion:  

What helped Samson to be so strong?  Why does God give us jobs to do?  What jobs do you think God wants you to do?

Game:

Split the students into two teams.  Have them sit in a single file line, facing each other.  Play tug-of-war!

Activity:

Write each of the students names on a single sheet of paper.  Have the class write positive attributes of each student on the papers.

Discussion:

Using the students positive attributes, brainstorm ways that God could use them to do his work.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Samson.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
In this lesson, God chooses Samson at birth to be a hero for the Israelites against the Philistines.  Have the students read the following selections.


Judges 13: 1-5


Judges 13: 24-25


Judges 14: 1-6


Judges 16: 4-6


Judges 16: 17-19


Judges 16: 20-22


Judges 16: 26-30

Discussion: 

You are set apart by God from birth also.  What do you think God made you to do or to be?  Did Samson fill the job God had for him?

Activity:

Write each of the students names on a single sheet of paper.  Have the class write positive attributes of each student on the papers.

Discussion:

Using the students positive attributes, brainstorm ways that God could use them to do his work.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Samson.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  
In this lesson, God chooses Samson at birth to be a hero for the Israelites against the Philistines.  Have the students read the following selections.


Judges 13: 1-5


Judges 13: 24-25


Judges 14: 1-6


Judges 16: 4-6


Judges 16: 17-19


Judges 16: 20-22


Judges 16: 26-30

Discussion: 

You are set apart by God from birth also.  What do you think God made you to do or to be?  Did Samson fill the job God had for him?

Activity:  

Relate muscle strength to strength in your Christianity.  No matter how strong you are, it is easier to pull someone down than to lift them up.  Have one student stand on a chair; ask another to stand on the floor.  The student in the chair should try to lift the person on the floor into the chair.  It can’t be done! Samson had strong muscles, but he was weak around girls.

Game:

Bring small, soft balls, or make some out of paper.  One for each student.  Split the class into two teams and tape a playing field.  Each ball is a weakness that is weighing them down.  The object to have as few weaknesses on their side of the playing field.  As one team is throwing their balls, the other side is doing the same.  Set a time limit, and count the number of balls on each side when the time is up.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Samson.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

In The Beginning - Joseph, Son of Jacob

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Tell the story of Joseph in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version; the verse selection is Genesis 37.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  jealousy

Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him and weren’t nice to him.  Have you ever had trouble with your brother or sister?  How does your mom or dad make you feel special?  
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Activity:  

Using a file folder or some other durable paper, draw the outline of a coat to use as a stencil.  Have students trace the coat onto a separate piece of paper and cut it out.  They can add the many colors to the coat with markers.  Using a hole-punch, punch holes every ½ inch around the edge of the coat.  Give each student yarn so they can practice sewing the coat.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Joseph.  Thank you for making us and our brothers and sisters.  Help us not to be jealous and to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Tell the story of Joseph in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version; the verse selection is Genesis 37.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  jealousy

Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him and weren’t nice to him.  Have you ever had trouble with your brother or sister?  How does your mom or dad make you feel special?  

Activity:

Using props you bring from home, have the students dress as Joseph, Jacob, Potiphar, and the brothers, to act out the story themselves. 

Discussion:  no one is blameless

Joseph wasn’t right to act the way he did.  How could he have helped to make things better with his brothers?  The story doesn’t end here.  Joseph does become King and he is nice to his brothers when they come to him for help.  How could you help your brother or sister even if they’re not nice?

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Joseph.  Thank you for making us and our brothers and sisters.  Help us not to be jealous and to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Read the story of Joseph from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  (Genesis 37)

Discussion: jealousy

Joseph’s brothers were jealous because they were treated unfairly.  How would you have acted in this situation?  Could Joseph have helped to make things better with his brothers?  It is natural to feel jealous, but they were wrong to act on it.  Do you think Jacob, their father, loved all of the sons?  How do your parents show that they love you?

Game:   crossword puzzle

Make copies of the following puzzle and clues for each student.  

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Joseph.  Thank you for making us and our brothers and sisters.  Help us not to be jealous and to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 
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12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  

Read the story of Joseph from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  (Genesis 37)

Discussion: jealousy

Joseph’s brothers were jealous because they were treated unfairly.  How would you have acted in this situation?  Could Joseph have helped to make things better with his brothers?  It is natural to feel jealous, but they were wrong to act on it.  Do you think Jacob, their father, loved all of the sons?  How do your parents show that they love you?

Activity:  word search

Make copies of the following word search for the students.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Joseph.  Thank you for making us and our brothers and sisters.  Help us not to be jealous and to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

Joseph, son of Jacob

L W N T S C T O C V K H Z N C

Y W D Q T P H J Q W Z P E H F

I T O M N E E E B W H E X D D

Y D C H M K C C Z S T G R W C

P O T I P H A R I N F E N S B

A G Q T F H U N E A A K P I Q

E V A L S X N V R M L M G P K

D U C Z Q O E D U W C X F P F

B Q D M V S W U E P J U W I U

W P G P W R E W B O M I Y X A

I J H V A B F K E Q O Z N H V

W D S Z M D P G N S P Y F R G

V J I F E Q Q L O R J X F Q X

E Y G X X W E F B R N G V V T

O H M R K D D V Z I U C O S O

Joseph had a _____ about bundles of wheat. (verse 6&7)

Joseph was ___________ years old. (verse 2)

Jacob gave Joseph a _________ coat. (verse 3)

Joseph was sold as a _______ (verse 36)

_________ tried to save Joseph. (verse 21

Joseph was sold to __________. (verse 36)

Joseph knew one day he would be ________. (verse 8)

Baby Moses

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Tell the story of baby Moses in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version; the verse selection is Exodus 2: 1-10.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  we are important

Moses was loved so much, that his mom saved him by putting him in the basket and letting pharaoh’s daughter raise him.  God loves you that much too.  How does God show you that he loves you and wants you to be saved?  How do your families let you know that you are important to them?
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Activity:  

On colored paper, write the letters B A B Y M O S E S,  make copies for each student and cut each letter apart.  On another piece of paper, draw an oval shape to look like a basket and make copies of this as well.  Have the students glue the letters in the correct order under the basket and finish coloring the picture by placing a baby in the basket and adding water.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Moses.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Tell the story of baby Moses in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version; the verse selection is Exodus 2: 1-10.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  we are important

Moses was loved so much, that his mom saved him by putting him in the basket and letting pharaoh’s daughter raise him.  God loves you that much too.  How does God show you that he loves you and wants you to be saved?  How do your families let you know that you are important to them?

Activity:

Cut construction paper into 1 inch strips for the students.  Have them weaver their own basket out of the paper strips.  Then have them draw a picture of a baby to put inside their baskets.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Moses.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Read the story of baby Moses from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  (Exodus 2: 1-10)

Discussion: out of control

Has there ever been a time when you felt out of control?  Did you want something to happen and is didn’t turn out that way?  Do you think God had a reason?  God has our best at heart, even if we don’t see it right away.

Activity:   God can, we can

Give each student two different colored index cards and have them write God on one and me on the other.  Read various situations and ask them if it’s something they can control, or if it’s up to God.

Example:


I have a test coming up and I want to do well.- me


My parents are fighting a lot.- God

Game: Bingo

Make copies of the game card below and provide markers for each square.  Read these clues for the students.  They will cover the verse mentioned by the sentences below on their board.

Moses was adopted.  Moses was hidden for 3 months.  He needed to be fed, so they got his own mother.  Moses was placed in the Nile River.  His sister watched.  Pharaoh’s daughter was taking a bath.  Moses was a Hebrew baby.  Moses was from the family of Levi.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Moses.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

	M O S E S


	Verse 2
	Verse 10  
	Verse 1  
	
	

	Verse 8
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	Verse 6  
	
	

	Verse 4
	  Verse 5
	  Verse 3
	
	


12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  
Read the story of baby Moses from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  (Exodus 2: 1-10)

Discussion: out of control

Has there ever been a time when you felt out of control?  Did you want something to happen and is didn’t turn out that way?  Do you think God had a reason?  God has our best at heart, even if we don’t see it right away.

Activity:   God can, we can

Give each student two different colored index cards and have them write God on one and me on the other.  Read various situations and ask them if it’s something they can control, or if it’s up to God.

Example:


I have a test coming up and I want to do well.- me


My parents are fighting a lot.- God

Game: Bingo

Make copies of the game card above and provide markers for each square.  Read these clues for the students.  They will cover the verse mentioned by the sentences below on their board.

Moses was adopted.  Moses was hidden for 3 months.  He needed to be fed, so they got his own mother.  Moses was placed in the Nile River.  His sister watched.  Pharaoh’s daughter was taking a bath.  Moses was a Hebrew baby.  Moses was from the family of Levi.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Moses.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

The Life of Moses - Escape from Egypt

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Tell the story of Moses leaving Egypt in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version; the verse selection is Exodus 12: 31-42 and 13:17-22.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  God will lead

The Israelites were in a hurry to leave, so they couldn’t get their food ready.  How do you think they felt?  How did God let them know that he was with them?  Sometimes God wants us to do something that seems scary at first, but He will be with us.
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Activity:  F R O G (fully rely on God)

Using brown lunch bags, have students make a frog puppet to remind them to fully rely on God.  Have eyes and a tongue copied and cut for the students to glue on.  You may also want to type a label for the students to glue on the frog as to what F R O G stands for. 

Game: out of Egypt

Before the start of class, label the seven areas the Israelites traveled to. Bring the students on a journey from Egypt to Israel!

The start is Egypt,

2. Ramese

3. Succoth

4. Etham

5. the desert road

6. the Red Sea

7. Home!

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Moses leaving Egypt.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Tell the story of Moses leaving Egypt in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version; the verse selection is Exodus 12: 31-42 and 13:17-22.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  God will lead

The Israelites were in a hurry to leave, so they couldn’t get their food ready.  How do you think they felt?  How did God let them know that he was with them?  Sometimes God wants us to do something that seems scary at first, but He will be with us.

Activity:  F R O G (fully rely on God)

Using brown lunch bags, have students make a frog puppet to remind them to fully rely on God.  Have eyes and a tongue copied and have the students cut them to glue on.  You may also want to type a label for the students to glue on the frog as to what F R O G stands for. 

Game: out of Egypt

Before the start of class, label the seven areas the Israelites traveled to. Bring the students on a journey from Egypt to Israel!

The start is Egypt,

2. Ramese

3. Succoth

4. Etham

5. the desert road

6. the Red Sea

7. Home!

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Moses leaving Egypt.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Read the story of Moses leaving Egypt from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  (Exodus 12: 31-42 and 13: 17-22)

Discussion:  God will lead

The Israelites were in a hurry to leave, so they couldn’t get their food ready.  How do you think they felt?  How did God let them know that he was with them?  Sometimes God wants us to do something that seems scary at first, but He will be with us.  Can they think of a time God was leading them?  How did they follow?

Game: out of Egypt

Before the start of class, label the seven areas the Israelites traveled to. Bring the students on a journey from Egypt to Israel!

The start is Egypt,

2. Ramese

3. Succoth

4. Etham

5. the desert road

6. the Red Sea

7. Home!

Activity:

Provide construction paper and markers, for each student.  Using the charts below (you may want to make copies) have the students write their name in Hieroglyphics.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Moses leaving Egypt.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

	Hieroglyph
	Sound
	Example
	Template
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	Short A
	cat
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	Long A
	bake, pail
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	B
	bat
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	Soft C
	mice
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	Hard C
	cat
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	CH
	child
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	D
	dog
	

	[image: image33.png]



	Short E
	egg
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	Long E
	bee
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	F
	fish, phone
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	Soft G
	judge
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	Hard G
	grape
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	H
	her
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	Short I
	him
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	Long I
	hide
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	J
	jump
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	K
	kite
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	L
	lake
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	M
	mother
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	N
	nile
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	Short O
	dog, tall
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	Long O
	coat
	

	[image: image48.png]



	OO
	food, rude
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	OO
	cook, push
	

	[image: image50.png]



	P
	pin
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	QU
	quick
	print the template for K and the template for W to make the QU 
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	R
	run
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	Soft S
	sit
	

	[image: image54.png]



	Hard S
	days
	

	[image: image55.png]



	SH
	shark
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	T
	tall
	

	[image: image57.png]



	soft TH
	thumb
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	hard TH
	the
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	short U
	cut
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	long U
	cute
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	V
	vine
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	W
	win
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	X
	fox
	print the template for K and the template for S to make the X sound
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	hard Y
	yellow
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	Y like e
	ready
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	Y like i
	fly
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	Z
	zebra
	


12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  
Read the story of Moses leaving Egypt from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  (Exodus 12: 31-42 and 13: 17-22)

Discussion:  God will lead

The Israelites were in a hurry to leave, so they couldn’t get their food ready.  How do you think they felt?  How did God let them know that he was with them?  Sometimes God wants us to do something that seems scary at first, but He will be with us.  Can they think of a time God was leading them?  How did they follow?

Game: out of Egypt

Before the start of class, label the seven areas the Israelites traveled to. Bring the students on a journey from Egypt to Israel!

The start is Egypt,

2. Ramese

3. Succoth

4. Etham

5. the desert road

6. the Red Sea

7. Home!

Activity:

Provide construction paper and markers, for each student.  Using the charts below (you may want to make copies) have the students write their name in Hieroglyphics.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Moses leaving Egypt.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

In the Beginning: God the Magnificent Creator

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of creation in basic language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version because the verse selection (Genesis 1: 1-31) is to long for this age.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  about the reason God made us

Why did God want to make the world, animals and people?  What would it be like if God didn’t make us?  What if animals were never made?
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Activity:  

From clip art or coloring book, find a picture representation of each day’s creation.  Make sure that there is a picture for each of the seven days.  Give each student a copy.  Allow students to color the pictures and cut them out.  Have students glue the creation pictures in order onto a long sheet of construction paper.

Discussion:  about the order of creation

What would it be like if God never made ______?  (the sun, the water, trees, etc)  If God didn’t make the sun, you wouldn’t be able to see outside to play.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for making us.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you made the world and all that is in it.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Read the story of creation in basic language that this age can understand.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate but not necessary.  Paraphrasing a version of the Bible you feel comfortable with is fine.

Discussion: about the reason God made us

Why did God want to make the world, animals and people?  What would it be like if God never made animals?  What would the world be like if we weren’t made?

Activity:

Give each student a piece of paper divided into six sections.  Have students draw the sequence of creation in order.  Each picture should be and example of what God created that day.  In one box for example, a sun and moon.  

Discussion:  about God’s timing

A week is 7 days long, what did God do on the seventh day?  Why did he need to rest?  Is it important for us to rest?

Activity:

Make a large lower case t on a piece of paper or posterboard.  On one side of the t write resting, and on the other side, write not resting.  Ask the students to come up with examples of both.  For example:

	 Resting
	Not Resting

	Reading

Doing a  puzzle
	Running

Going to a party


Closing Prayer:  thanking God for making us.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you made the world and all that is in it.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Read the creation story from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  Before continuing on to the next section, paraphrase what was just read and chart each day’s creation.

Genesis 1: 1 & 2
ex. Day one- heavens and earth, night

Genesis 1: 3-5
      and day


Genesis 1: 6-8


Genesis 1: 9-13


Genesis 1:14-19

Genesis 1: 20-23

Genesis 1: 24-27


Discussion: about why God made us

Why did God want to make the world, animals and people?  Does God want us on earth for a reason?  Why did he give us animals and the rest of creation?

Game:

From clip art or coloring book, find a picture representation of each day’s creation.  Make sure that there is a picture for each of the seven days.  Using the picture sequence of creation, change the order, and discuss what effects that would have.  

Example:  world, water and land with plants, animals and man, night and day, sun and moon, birds and fish

- the animals and man wouldn’t be able to see to eat the       plants

Activity:  

Challenge the students to create as many words as they can using only the letters found in the phrase “God’s creation”.


Example:   crate




dog




sea

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for making us.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you made the world and all that is in it.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  

Read the first chapter of Genesis.  Go around the room having each student read a section.  Before continuing on to the next section, paraphrase what was just read and chart each day’s creation.


Genesis 1: 1 & 2


Genesis 1: 3-5


Genesis 1: 6-8


Genesis 1: 9-13


Genesis 1:14-19

Genesis 1: 20-23

Genesis 1: 24-27


Discussion: about why God made us

Why did God want to make the world, animals and people?  Does God want us on earth for a reason?  Why did he give us animals and the rest of creation?

Discussion:  God ordered creation as He did for a reason.  How do you see God ordering your life to keep you on his path?  Do you see how God has allowed something to happen?

Activity:   compare and contrast

Compare the creation story just read, and what they have been taught in school.  Many schools teach evolution only.  Help students to see that all of creation is too intricate to have all come from one organism.  The Darwin theory is just a theory, discuss what a theory is.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for making us.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you made the world and all that is in it.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 


In the Beginning - Sin Enters the World

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Activity:  resisting temptation  

Place a basket of healthy snacks on the table with some candy choices as well.  Tell the students that they can pick a snack from the basket, but not the candy.  Then leave the room for a few moments. (Stand outside the door to ensure safety and so that you can hear any discussion.)  When you reenter the room, note what they took, did anyone take the candy?  Explain that God told Adam and Eve that they could eat what they wanted, but not to take the fruit from the tree of knowledge and that is what they’ll learn today.

Bible Story:  
Tell the story of Genesis 3 in basic language that this age can understand.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  the reason for rules

God was sad that Adam and Eve didn’t listen to him.  Why does God have rules for us to follow?  Do rules help us?  Also discuss parents’ boundaries and consequences.  
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Game:  
Simon Says

Give the students a command to follow using the phrase “Simon says”.  If you don’t say “Simon says”, the students shouldn’t follow the command.  Example:  “Simon says, stand up.”

Closing Prayer:  asking for forgiveness.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Adam and Eve.  We are sorry that we don’t always follow your rules.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 years

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Activity:  resisting temptation

Place a basket of healthy snacks on the table with some candy choices as well.  Tell the students that they can pick a snack from the basket, but not the candy.  Then leave the room for a few moments. (Stand outside the door to ensure safety and so that you can hear any discussion.)  When you reenter the room, note what they took, did anyone take the candy?  Explain that God told Adam and Eve that they could eat what they wanted, but not to take the fruit from the tree of knowledge and that is what they’ll learn today.

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Genesis 3 in basic language that this age can understand.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate but not necessary.  Paraphrasing a version of the Bible you feel comfortable with is fine.

Discussion:  the reason for rules

God was sad that Adam and Eve didn’t listen to him.  Why does God have rules for us to follow?  Do rules help us?  Also discuss parents’ boundaries and consequences.  

Game:  
Simon Says

Give the students a command to follow using the phrase “Simon says”.  If you don’t say “Simon says”, the students shouldn’t follow the command.  If they do follow that command, they should sit down and be counted out of the game.  Try to trick the students by giving them a command without saying Simon says.  Example:  “Simon says, stand up.”  “Jump” (They shouldn’t jump.)

Drama:  Act out a world with no rules

If there were no rules, how might people act?  Ask each student to show the class how someone might behave with no rules.  Example:  Someone might hit you if they wanted your toy.

Closing Prayer:  asking for forgiveness.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Adam and Eve.  We are sorry that we don’t always follow your rules.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Read Genesis chapter 3 from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  

Discussion:  the reason for rules

Why does God have rules for us to follow?  Do rules benefit us?  Also discuss parents’ boundaries and consequences.  

Activity:  

Role play the students own peer pressure scenarios and allow them to take turns.  Students should identify a rule in each scene.

Example:  Mom told me that I couldn’t watch this tv show but she’s not home right now.

Activity:

Make a list of temptations and they can decide if they are good or bad.


Example:


Writing a paper for a friend (bad)


Staying up past bed time to finish reading a good book (bad)


Saying something mean about someone to be funny (bad)


Work hard to win a contest (good)


Discussion: passing the buck 

reread verse 12 and Ask:  “Why did Adam blame Eve for his sin?”  “Why might you blame someone else for something you did?”

Closing Prayer:  asking for forgiveness.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Adam and Eve.  We are sorry that we don’t always follow your rules.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  
Read Genesis chapter 3 from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  

Discussion: the reason for rules

Why does God have rules for us to follow?  Do rules benefit us at all?  Also discuss parents’ boundaries and consequences.  

Activity:  

Challenge the students to find the verse that tells us the name of the tree Adam and Eve are commanded not to eat from, and read it. (Genesis 2: 16 & 17)

Activity:  sin is a sin

Make a large lower case t on a piece of paper or posterboard.  On one side of the t write sin and on the other side, write “small sin”.  Ask the students to come up with examples of both.  For example:

	Sin
	Small sin

	Writing with  spray paint on a house

Speeding

Punching
	Writing a paper for a friend

Staying up past bed time to finish reading a good book

Saying something mean about someone to be funny


Discussion:  passing the buck

reread verse 12 and Ask:  “Why did Adam blame Eve for his sin?”  “Why might you blame someone else for something you did?”

Closing Prayer:  asking for forgiveness.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about Adam and Eve.  We are sorry that we don’t always follow your rules.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

In the Beginning - Abel Pleases God

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Tell the story of Abel in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version, the verse selection is Genesis 4: 1-4.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate.

Discussion:  What we give to God.

Abel made God happy because he gave his best animals to God.  What are some things that you can do to make God happy?  Is God happy when you do something nice for someone else?
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Activity:  

From magazines or other appropriate materials, have students cut out pictures of people doing something pleasing to God.  It should be everyday items- wearing a bike helmet for safety, sharing a toy, giving a hug, etc.  Have each student glue the pictures onto a piece of construction paper to make a collage.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the day.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how we can make you happy.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 years

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Abel in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version, the verse selection is Genesis 4: 1-4.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate but not necessary.  Paraphrasing a version of the Bible you feel comfortable with is fine.

Activity:

Write out the Bible verses on a piece of paper, cutting the sentences apart.  (If you paraphrased, write the sentences that you spoke and cut them into strips).  As a class, or in smaller groups, ask the students to order the verses correctly.  

Discussion:  What we give to God.

Abel made God happy because he gave his best animals to God.  What are some things that you can do to make God happy?  Is God happy when you do something nice for someone else?

Activity:  what we can give to God

Give the students a piece of paper and have them brainstorm things that they could do to please God.  (share a toy, help a neighbor, clean their room, listen to mom and dad, etc.)  When completed, have each share their ideas with the class.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for making us.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you made the world and all that is in it.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  
Read the story of Abel from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  (Genesis 4: 1-7)

Discussion: about why God was pleased with Abel, but not Cain

Both men gave God something, why was God only happy with Abel’s offering?  Is it more important what you give to God, or how you are giving it? (Abel gave to God first, and willingly.)

Activity:  

Write verse 4 with several blanks for the students to fill in and make copies.  Challenge the students to fill in the blanks without using the Bible first. 

Game:

On index cards, write out things that children of this age could do as an offering to God (sing in church, visit a nursing home, vacuum the house, etc.).  Hide the index cards in the room before class starts.  Explain to the students that they are going to search for the treasure that they can give to God, and inform them of the number of hidden cards.  Set a timer, and let them search.  When the treasure hunt has ended, share with the class the offerings listed on the cards and challenge them to do at least one this week.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for making us.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you made the world and all that is in it.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen”

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  
Read the story of Abel from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  (Genesis 4: 1-7)

Discussion: about why God was pleased with Abel, but not Cain

Both men gave God something, why was God only happy with Abel’s offering?  Is it more important what you give to God, or how you are giving it? (Abel gave to God first, and willingly.)

Activity:  

Write verse 4 with several blanks for the students to fill in and make copies.  Challenge the students to fill in the blanks without using the Bible first. 

Game:   crossword puzzle

Make copies of the following puzzle and clues for each student.  Don’t give them the answers that follow!

Answers:

Across:



Down:


2. older



1. soil


5. flocks



3. desires


6. angry



4. favor


8. fat portion



7. right

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for making us.  For example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you made the world and all that is in it.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 
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Ruth Follows God

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Ruth in a simplified version that the students will understand.  It is an entire book of the Bible, a simplified version of the book of Ruth is as follows:


Once upon a time a mother named Naomi and her daughter-in-law named Ruth, moved together back to Naomi’s home town of Bethlehem to be near family.  They had to walk a long way to get there because they lived in the country of Moab.  Ruth had never been there before so she wanted to stay with her mother-in-law because she loved her.  They didn’t have their husbands anymore and they needed to gather their own food.  Ruth asked Naomi if she could work in the fields to gather barley.  Naomi said yes and Ruth continued to work everyday.  The fields grew wheat and she learned to pick that too.  She was a good worker and the owner of the fields was a good man who loved God.  (Who knows what you can make to eat out of wheat and barely?)  The man who owned the fields was named Boaz.  He took care of Ruth and grew to love her.  They got married and had a baby.  Naomi became a happy grandma.  The baby boy was named Obed.  God showed Naomi and Ruth how much he loved them and blessed them with a new family to live with and love.  Lots of years later, baby Jesus was born from that same family line.  God was very happy that Ruth was a good daughter.

(Ruth 1:16b is the focus verse)  “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and your God my God.”

Discussion:  being a good daughter/son

Ruth was a good daughter because she followed Naomi and worked hard.  How are you a good daughter/son?  Why does that make God happy?  You are a child of God too. When you make your mom and dad happy, you are being a good child of God too!
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Activity:  

Make a tree with empty branches and several leaves for each child.  On the trunk, write the words Thank you God for . . .  Help the children fill in leaves with names of their family members and glue to the branches.  Have the students share how special their family is and how they are a good member of the family.

Game:

Pick a leader to be Naomi and lead the class over, under, and around the classroom.  They can pretend to travel to Bethlehem from Moab.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for our family.  For example:

“Thank you God for giving us a family to love.  Please help us to be good sons and daughters like Ruth was.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 years

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Ruth in a simplified version that the students will understand.  It is an entire book of the Bible, a simplified version of the book of Ruth is as follows:


Once upon a time a mother named Naomi and her daughter-in-law named Ruth, moved together back to Naomi’s home town of Bethlehem to be near family.  They had to walk a long way to get there because they lived in the country of Moab.  Ruth had never been there before so she wanted to stay with her mother-in-law because she loved her.  They didn’t have their husbands anymore and they needed to gather their own food.  Ruth asked Naomi if she could work in the fields to gather barley.  Naomi said yes and Ruth continued to work everyday.  The fields grew wheat and she learned to pick that too.  She was a good worker and the owner of the fields was a good man who loved God.  (Who knows what you can make to eat out of wheat and barely?)  The man who owned the fields was named Boaz.  He took care of Ruth and grew to love her.  They got married and had a baby.  Naomi became a happy grandma.  The baby boy was named Obed.  God showed Naomi and Ruth how much he loved them and blessed them with a new family to live with and love.  Lots of years later, baby Jesus was born from that same family line.  God was very happy that Ruth was a good daughter.

(Ruth 1:16b is the focus verse)  “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and your God my God.”

Discussion:  being a good daughter/son

Ruth was a good daughter because she followed Naomi and worked hard.  How are you a good daughter/son?  Why does that make God

happy?  You are a child of God too. When you make your mom and dad happy, you are being a good child of God too!

Activity:

Make a tree with empty branches and several leaves for each child.  On the trunk, write the words Thank you God for . . .  Have the children fill in leaves with names of their family members and glue to the branches.  Have the students share how special their family is and how they are a good member of the family.

Game:

Pick a leader to be Naomi and lead the class over, under, and around the classroom.  They can pretend to travel to Bethlehem from Moab.  If time allows, take turns as Naomi.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for our family.  For example:

“Thank you God for giving us a family to love.  Please help us to be good sons and daughters like Ruth was.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”


Bible Story:  

Read the story of Ruth from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section from chapter 1: 1-22.  Suggestion:  teacher should paraphrase chapters 2 and 3 due to time constraints so students see how Naomi’s mood changes from despair to happiness because of Ruth sensitivity to God’s direction.  Have students continue the reading at chapter 4: 13-17.

Discussion:  obedience

What is God trying to tell us from this lesson?  Ruth chose to follow God’s will because of her faith.  She became Naomi’s encourager.  Who is your encourager?  Who do you encourage?

Activity:  

Ask the students to write their names in a vertical column on a piece of construction paper.  Use adjectives that start with each letter listed to describe themselves.  Example:




R
eliable




U
nderstanding




T
hankful




H
elpful

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for our family.  For example:

“Thank you God for giving us a family to love.  Please help us to be good sons and daughters like Ruth was.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”


Bible Reading:  

Read the story of Ruth from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  

Ruth 1:1-22
Discuss what they think of Ruth, and how Naomi is feeling in this section


Ruth 2:1-9


         2:19-20

How is Naomi’s mood now?

Ruth 3:1-11
Explain:  the kinsman-redeemer was responsible for protecting the interests of needy members of the extended family to provide an heir for the relative who died.

Ruth 4:13-22
Who is born out of the lineage of Obed?


What is God trying to tell us from this lesson?


Obedience comes from faith.  We all need a redeemer.  Ruth chose to follow God’s will and was redeemed.

Activity:  

Ask the students to write their names in a vertical column on a piece of construction paper.  Use adjectives that start with each letter listed to describe themselves.  Example:




R
eliable




U
nderstanding




T
hankful




H
elpful

If time allows, each student can add positive attributes that they see in someone else to that student’s sheet.  It doesn’t have to start with any of the letters in that person’s name.

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for our family.  For example:

“Thank you God for giving us a family to love.  Please help us to be good sons and daughters like Ruth was.  Help us to follow your ways this week.  Amen” 

God Speaks To Elijah

2-5 Years:

Opening prayer to start the class.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Elijah in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate or you may what to use a paraphrased version such as this:

A long, long time ago, a man named Elijah lived.  He was a good man who spent a lot of time listening to God and learning about who God was from when he was young.  In the land near where he lived there was a king who didn’t like it when people of his kingdom would listen to prophets like Elijah talk about loving and following God.  Ahab, the king, wanted the people of his kingdom to bow down to Baal and other false gods.  In fact, Ahab would try to get rid of people like Elijah.  People like Elijah were called prophets of God because they spoke God’s words.  Elijah knew that Ahab was not right.  The king had a servant who was in charge of his palace named Obadiah.  He was afraid to let the king know that he believed in God, yet, he always tried to help the people of God.  Elijah knew this and asked Obadiah to get King Ahab so he could talk to him.  One day, Elijah told Ahab to call all the people up to the mountain named Mount Carmel so he could talk to them.  Elijah told the people that they were forgetting the Lord’s commands and following wrong thinking.  He asked the people how long they would stay stubborn and not listen.  He reminded them that the Lord is God and they should follow.

(1 Kings 18: 21 is the focus verse)  “Elijah went before the people and said, ‘How long will you waver between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.’ ”

*It would help the students follow the story if you created a flannel board and made figures out of felt to act out the story as you tell it.

Discussion:  believing in God

What did you learn from this story?  Is it important to let others know that you believe in God?
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Activity:  

Bring in clothes from home and have the children dress-up and re-tell the story by acting it out.

Discussion:

How does God talk to us?  Does he want us to listen to him through the Bible?

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the talking to us. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you spoke to Elijah.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

6-8 years

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Elijah in a language that this age can understand.  Be sure that it is a simplified version.  There are several picture versions in children’s Bibles that are appropriate or you may what to use a paraphrased version such as this:

A long, long time ago, a man named Elijah lived.  He was a good man who spent a lot of time listening to God and learning about who God was from when he was young.  In the land near where he lived there was a king who didn’t like it when people of his kingdom would listen to prophets like Elijah talk about loving and following God.  Ahab, the king, wanted the people of his kingdom to bow down to Baal and other false gods.  In fact, Ahab would try to get rid of people like Elijah.  People like Elijah were called prophets of God because they spoke God’s words.  Elijah knew that Ahab was not right.  The king had a servant who was in charge of his palace named Obadiah.  He was afraid to let the king know that he believed in God, yet, he always tried to help the people of God.  Elijah knew this and asked Obadiah to get King Ahab so he could talk to him.  One day, Elijah told Ahab to call all the people up to the mountain named Mount Carmel so he could talk to them.  Elijah told the people that they were forgetting the Lord’s commands and following wrong thinking.  He asked the people how long they would stay stubborn and not listen.  He reminded them that the Lord is God and they should follow.

(1 Kings 18: 21 is the focus verse)  “Elijah went before the people and said, ‘How long will you waver between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.’ ”

*It would help the students follow the story if you created a flannel board and made figures out of felt to act out the story as you tell it.

Discussion:  believing in God

What did you learn from this story?  Is it important to let others know that you believe in God?  How could we?

Activity:

Bring in clothes from home and have the children dress-up and re-tell the story by acting it out.

Discussion:

How does God talk to us?  Does he want us to listen to him through the Bible?  What does He tell us?

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the talking to us. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you spoke to Elijah.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”


Bible Story:  

Tell the students that we are reading about Israel’s history during the reign of King Ahab.  He was looking to do away with God’s prophets.  Read the story of Elijah from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  Break as needed to discuss the selections.


1 Kings 18:1-6


1 Kings 18:7-15


1 Kings 18:16-19


1 Kings 18:20-21


1 Kings 18:22-29


1 Kings 18:30-35


1 Kings 18:36-39

Discussion: 

What do you think about Obadiah?  He believes in God, but is afraid to let his boss know.  Does he follow God even though he’s afraid?  Why is it important to let people know that you believe in God?  How can you?

Activity:  

Have the students unscramble the verse that follows

I eah dwieoprhs eth drLo censi ym huyto  (verse 12 b)

Game:

Write out the following verse on a piece of paper, make copies for the students, and cut around each word.  Place the words in an envelope, one for each student.  Challenge each student to order the words of the verse.  Discuss the verse when they’ve completed the puzzle.  You should tell the students where to find it if they are having trouble.  (1Kings 18:21)

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the talking to us. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you spoke to Elijah.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer:  Start the class by praying together.  For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us this day together to learn more about you and what you have done for us.  Amen”

Bible Reading:  

Tell the students that we are reading about Israel’s history during the reign of King Ahab.  He was looking to do away with God’s prophets.  Read the story of Elijah from the Bible or go around the room having each student read a section.  Break as needed to discuss the selections.


1 Kings 18:1-6


1 Kings 18:7-15


1 Kings 18:16-19


1 Kings 18:20-21


1 Kings 18:22-29


1 Kings 18:30-35


1 Kings 18:36-39

Discussion: 

What do you think about Obadiah?  He believes in God, but is afraid to let his boss know.  Does he follow God even though he’s afraid?  Why is it important to let people know that you believe in God?  How can you?

Activity:  

Have the students unscramble the verse that follows

I eah dwieoprhs eth drLo censi ym huyto  (verse 12 b)

Game:

Write out the following verse on a piece of paper, make copies for the students, and cut around each word.  Place the words in an envelope, one for each student.  Challenge each student to order the words of the verse.  Discuss the verse when they’ve completed the puzzle.  You should tell the students only the chapter of where to find it if they are having trouble, make them find the verse.  (1Kings 18:21)

Closing Prayer:  thanking God for the talking to us. Example:

“Thank you God for bringing us together today to learn about how you spoke to Elijah.  Please help us to listen when you tell us something.  Thank you for making us.  Help us to follow you ways this week.  Amen” 

God’s Sheep

Ages 2-5

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for bringing us together. Help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the children what they know about sheep. Talk about their caretaker, the shepherd. Explain how the shepherd takes care of the sheep and how important each sheep is to the shepherd.

Bible Story:

Read the following passages:

Psalms 42:22

John 10:27

Discussion:

Ask the children who are the sheep and who is the shepherd according to the Bible. Emphasize that God is our shepherd because He watches over us just like a shepherd would watch over his sheep.

Activity:

Have the children make sheep.

Materials needed:

Cardstock or some other thick paper

Black markers

Cotton balls

Glue

Pre-cut sheep from the thick paper (at least one for each child). Then have the children draw mouth, nose and eyes and glue cotton balls on to make their sheep soft. 

Drama:

Talk about what a shepherd does to take care of his sheep, such as feeding them, bringing them back if they get lost from the rest, loving them, etc.

Have the children play the roles of sheep and the shepherd. Let each child have a turn to be the shepherd and “take care of” the sheep (the rest of the children).

Song:

Sing the song Sheep (to the tune of Bingo).

It is our Lord who takes care of us,

We are His sheep,

S-H-E-E-P,

S-H-E-E-P,

S-H-E-E-P,

We are his Sheep.

Closing Prayer to thank God for taking care of us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you today. Thank you so much for knowing us and taking care of each of us. Amen.”

Ages 6-8

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about you this morning. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the children what they know about sheep. Talk about their caretaker, the shepherd. Explain how the shepherd takes care of the sheep and how important each sheep is to the shepherd.

Bible Story:

Read the following passages:

Psalms 42:2

John 10:27

Discussion:

Ask the children who are the sheep and who is the shepherd according to the Bible. Ask the children why God is our shepherd. Ask what He does that is like what the shepherd out in the fields. 

Activity:

Have the children make sheep.

Materials needed:

Construction paper

Crayons or Markers

Cotton balls

Glue

Give the children construction paper and crayons or markers and let them draw pictures of sheep and a shepherd. Then let them glue cotton balls on the sheep. When they are done with their picture help them write, “We are God’s sheep and He is our shepherd.”

Drama:

Talk about what a shepherd does to take care of his sheep, such as feeding them, bringing them back if they get lost from the rest, loving them, etc.

Have the children play the roles of sheep and the shepherd. Let each child have a turn to be the shepherd and “take care of” the sheep (the rest of the children).

Closing Prayer to thank God for being our shepherd and taking care of us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for being our shepherd and taking care of us. Please help us to stay close to you so that we can stay safe.  Amen.”

Ages 9-11

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about your words. Please help us to follow in your footsteps and become closer to you. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students to tell each other what they know about shepherds and how they care for their sheep.

Bible Story:

Have the students read the following passages:

Psalms 42:2

John 10:27

Discussion:

Ask the students how we are similar to sheep and how God is similar to a shepherd.

Activity:

Play the “Who’s Missing” game.

Have the students close their eyes. When you tap two students on the shoulder have them step out of the room and stand just outside the door or sit somewhere in the room where they cannot be seen. Then have the others open their eyes and see if they can figure out who is missing. Repeat a couple of times. Then, challenge the students by having only one student step out. Play this at least as many times as it takes for each student to get a turn to be the missing one.

Discussion

Talk about how God, our shepherd, notices when any one His sheep is missing and goes looking for them, just as they noticed when one of their classmates was missing. 

Activity:

Play search for the people.

Materials needed:

Large bin or several smaller bins

Sand 

Large blanket (to set under the bin or bins)

Small people (such as Fisher Price people or other small figures)

Before class fill the bin(s) with sand and bury the people in the sand. Then when you are ready to do this activity explain that there are people down in the sand. 

Give each student the opportunity to find at least 2 people. After everyone has had the opportunity to dig through the sand at least two times discuss how their search is similar to God’s search for people. Emphasize that God looks for his lost people just as they searched in the sand for lost people.

Closing Prayer to thank God for being our shepherd. For example:

“Thank you for our class today God. Thank you for the fun that we have had and the lesson that we learned. Thank you for being our shepherd and taking such good care of us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Ages 12-14

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for the opportunity to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and what you have done for us. Lead us in your footsteps as we journey together. Amen.”

Discussion:

Have the students turn to their shoulder partners and tell them everything they know about sheep and the shepherds that take care of them.

Bible Story:

Have the students read the following passages:

Psalms 42:2

John 10:27

Discussion:

Ask the students, according to the Bible, who the sheep are and who the shepherd is.

Activity:

Play the “Who’s Missing” game.

Have the students close their eyes. When you tap two students on the shoulder have them step out of the room and stand just outside the door or sit somewhere in the room where they cannot be seen. Then have the others open their eyes and see if they can figure out who is missing. Repeat a couple of times. Then, challenge the students by having only one student step out. Play this at least as many times as it takes for each student to get a turn to be the missing one. When the game is finished talk about how God notices when one of us are “missing” or not following Him just as they noticed who was missing from their class.

Activity:

Have the students do a comparison chart.

Materials needed:

Poster board

Markers

Have the students get into partners. Give each group a piece of poster board and have them write out similarities between God and a shepherd who takes care of sheep in the fields. Then have them write ways that we, God’s children, are like sheep. Let them decorate their posters then have them share them with the class. Hang the posters up in the classroom as a reminder to the students that God is our shepherd and will take care of us.

Closing Prayer to thank God for taking care of us, his sheep. For example:

“Thank you God for bring us together today to learn more about you and Jesus. Thank you for being our shepherd and taking care of us, your sheep. Keep us safe in your care. Amen”

Armor Of God

Ages 2-5

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again today. Please help us to learn about you. Help us also to do the things you want us to do and follow in your footsteps. Amen.” 

Activity:

Have the children go on a treasure hunt. Purchase a pretend sword, breastplate, shield and belt or make these items from materials such as poster board. Hide the items around the room before the children arrive. When all of the children have arrived tell them that they are going to go on a treasure hunt for things that are going to be in the Bible lesson. Then let them go and find the items.

(For a larger class you might want to bring more than one of each item or find hide pictures of these items also so that all children get to find something)

Bible Story:

Tell about spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6: 10-18) in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Discussion:

Talk to the children about each piece of armor and how each piece can help us.

Art:

Have the children draw a picture of each piece of armor with crayons or markers. You may want to draw each piece before class so you can use your picture as an example that the children can look at.

Song:

Sing the song The B-I-B-L-E

The B-I-B-L-E

Yes that's the book for me.

I stand alone on the Word of God 

The B-I-B-L-E.

The B-I-B-L-E

Yes that's the book for me

I read and pray, trust and obey 

The B-I-B-L-E. 

Closing Prayer to ask for help to remember to put on the armor of God. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you. Thank you for loving us. Please help us to remember to wear your armor so that we can stay safe and do good things. Amen.”

Ages 6-8

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again on this day. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your ways. Amen.”

Bible Story:

Tell about spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6: 10-18) in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Discussion:

Talk about why we need the armor. Talk about how each piece of armor will help us.

Activity:

Have the children make a shield.

Materials needed:

Poster board

Scissors

Markers

Pencils

Before the children come in pre-cut each piece of poster board into the shape of a shield. You should cut one for each child. After you have told about spiritual warfare and talked about the importance of the armor, have each child design their shield. 

Discussion:

Have the children show their classmates their shield. Have them explain what they drew on their shield and why they drew what they did.

Activity:

Play the Verse Quest.

Materials Needed:

Chalk board, Marker board or Poster board

Sticky notes

Write the memory verse (Ephesians 6: 10) on the board. Underneath that, draw a maze, at the end of the maze draw a picture of the pieces of armor that are in the bible reading. Cover the maze up until you are ready for it.

Practice the memory verse with the children until they seem to have it down. Then cover up several words with sticky notes and uncover the maze. Have them volunteer to fill in the missing words. Whoever fills in a word gets to choose a direction to go in the maze. When they have gotten all the way through the maze you can tell them that their teamwork has helped them get the armor that they need to fight evil.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in remembering to wear the armor everyday. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for being there for us. Thank you for guiding us everyday. Please help us to remember to put on your armor everyday. Amen.”

Ages 9-11

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn about you. Please help us to follow you and walk in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:

Have the students read Ephesians 6: 10-18. 

Discussion:

Talk about the armor of God. Discuss each piece and how each piece will help us. 

Art:

Have the students draw armor on themselves.

Materials needed:

Butcher paper

Pencils

Markers

Crayons

Foil

Glue

Tape

Colored paper

Have the students take turns drawing an outline of each other on butcher paper. Then have them draw armor on the outline of themselves. When they are done you can display their work around the room.

Activity:

Have the students play a Bible relay race.

Materials needed:

Marker board, chalkboard or 2 large pieces of poster board

Writing utensil (will depend on which kind of board you have)

Split the students into two teams. Each team will have a poster board attached to the wall or space on the chalk board or marker board to write on. Have the teams race to see who can write the different pieces of armor that the Bible reading mentioned. After each piece of armor has been written have them race to see which team can draw each piece first. Make sure that each team member gets a turn to write and/or draw, depending on the size of the class.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in remembering to wear God’s armor each day. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our fellowship. Please help us to remember to wear your armor everyday so that we can stay safe and do good things for you. Amen.”

Ages 12-14

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to worship you. Please help us to gain a better understanding of you and your words. Help us to follow your path. Amen.”

Discussion:

Talk about how we can fight evil off. Ask the students how God helps us when we face evil. Ask them what they do when they are faced with evil such as temptation. 

Bible Reading:

Have the students read Ephesians 6: 10-18.

Discussion:

Talk about the armor of God. Ask the students why we need the armor. Ask them what God does to help us when we are faced with evil. Discuss each piece of armor and the importance of each. 

Art:

Have the students make the armor pieces.

Materials needed:

Paper towel tubes

Wrapping paper tubes

Felt

Poster board

Markers

Scissors

Pencils

Colored paper

Glue

Tape

Any other craft materials you have on hand

Give the students the various materials. Have them use what they can find in the materials to make each piece of the armor. 

Extension to Art:

Have the students find and write the corresponding Bible verse on each piece of armor. For example, they would write “Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist…”(Ephesians 6:14) on the belt that they made.

Closing Prayer to ask for help in helping us to remember to wear His armor each day. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for loving us. Please help us remember to wear your armor everyday so that we can fight off evil and do what you want us to do. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell any story from the bible that shows Jesus as a teacher.  This should be at a level a level of understanding appropriate to the age of the children in your class.

Discuss:   

Where do we learn things?  Who teaches us?   What do we learn?

Activity:  

Using a theme of  we are all God's children, teach the children something about the world in which we live.  For example, you could have a large world map, and/or a globe of the world to show the children.  Point out where they live.  Have pictures of children from other countries - use Africa as your main reference.  Talk about how those children do similar things to the children in your class, but also do things differently.  Highlight the similarities, for example they have parents and homes, they laugh, they wash, they learn, they play.  Then highlight the differences, for example the kind of house they live in, the fact that they dress differently, they probably don't have television (name popular TV characters for this age group), that they probably don't have running water and must collect water from a well, and that their school could be outdoors.  End your teaching activity with the fact that we are all Gods children, even though we may be different.  

Your class should leave with a greater knowledge and understanding that there are other children in the world who live a similar and yet different life but that God loves all of us.  
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Activity 2:

Give each child an outline of a map of the world, and get them to color it with some crayons which you also supply.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for the opportunity we have to learn new things, and for those who teach us.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you that we have the opportunity to learn new things, such as how children live in other countries.  Bless our teachers so that they continue to use their wisdom to teach us a greater understanding and knowledge about the world you created.  Amen." 

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:


Use the Beatitudes (Matthew 5: 1-10) as an example of Jesus teaching, or any other story from the bible that shows Jesus as a teacher.  This should be at a level a level of understanding appropriate to the age of the children in your class.  If you wished, you could choose a number of stories to illustrate how Jesus taught the people he met.    

Drama:  

Ask for volunteers to "teach" something to the rest of the class. This could be a 3 minute talk about something that they are interested in or a hobby that they have.  If possible warn the children of this the week prior to holding this class so that they can prepare something, and/or bring any demonstration or visual things that will help to explain the subject they are teaching.  If you have time, allow as many children as possible to take a turn at being a "teacher".   

Discussion 1:  

Explain that the subject that the children talked about is their "knowledge" and the fact that they are able to explain this is their "understanding" of what that knowledge means.  Discuss what is important about knowledge, and why it is important to understand what we know.

Activity:

Using your own skill base, teach the children something practical that you know.  This could be something to make such as a handcraft project, or write such as a poem, or musical such as a song, or even plant if you enjoy gardening.  Demonstrate your knowledge by showing the class how to do this project, and make sure they understand the instructions before they start.

Discussion 2:

Why are teachers important?  Why is learning important?  Why is understanding important.  What have the children learned from today's class?  Is there anything they have been taught that they don't understand?  Finish with a small bible reading: Proverbs 3: 19-20.

"By wisdom the Lord laid the earth's foundations,

by understanding he set the heavens in place,

by his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew."

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for people who are able to teach us so that we have a good knowledge of his world and a greater understanding of how it works.  For example:

"Dear God,  Thank you for the teachers who follow in Jesus footsteps and give us a good knowledge of your world.  Help us to learn from them so that we may better understand how it works.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"


Bible Story: 

Start today's bible reading with a short passage from Proverbs. 

Proverbs 3: 19-20

Follow this with the Beatitudes (Matthew 5: 1-10). This is to illustrate the role of Jesus in teaching his followers how to become Christians. 

Discussion 1:

Consider the Proverbs passage.  What do the words wisdom, understanding and knowledge mean?  As the students to give examples of each word in a sentence.  Why are these words important to us as a society?  

Activity 1:  

Give each student a piece of paper and ask them to write down the three words, and then write out 2 sentences for each word - for example: By reading the book, John gained a lot of knowledge on how to fix his skateboard.

Discussion 2:  

Now move to the Beatitudes.  What does each of these mean?  Jesus is giving his wisdom to the crowds.  In order for the crowd to be able to use the knowledge, they must understand it.  Does the class understand what Jesus is teaching?  Just because someone is standing in front of you teaching you about something, you can't use the knowledge until you fully understand what they are saying.  What should they do if they don't understand something?  Ask!

Activity:

Complete the following sentences from the list provided:

Blessed are the __________ in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who __________ for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the __________ for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who __________ and __________ for righteousness for they will be filled.

Blessed are the __________ for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in __________ for they will see God.

Blessed are the __________ for they will be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are __________ because of righteousness for theirs is the kingdom of __________.

Heart

Heaven

Hunger

Meek

Merciful

Mourn

Peacemakers

Persecuted

Poor

Thirst

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for the teachers who have the wisdom to teach us their knowledge.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the teachers of the world, including your son Jesus Christ, who share their wisdom with us so that we may have a greater knowledge and understanding of the world around us and the people within it.  Amen"

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:
Start today's bible reading with a short passage from Proverbs.  Proverbs 3 19-20

Follow this with the Beatitudes (Matthew 5: 1-10). This is to illustrate the role of Jesus in teaching his followers how to become Christians. 

Discussion 1:  

First of all ensure that all of the students are clear about what knowledge, wisdom and understanding mean.  Then discuss whether these three things always come together.  What can happen when knowledge is used without wisdom?  What happens is wisdom is used without understanding?  If you have knowledge about something, does that mean you must understand it?  Why not?  Ask the class for examples from their own experiences where the lack of one or more of these has led to a negative situation or memory.

Activity 1: 

Have one student come up to the front of the class and quietly give him or her a little known fact - do this so that the others in the class can't hear what is said.  Make sure that this information is understood.

Then ask another student to come up to the front of the class so that the first student can give this information to the second.  They should use their own words - not yours - and it can only be told once.  Again ensure that the others in the class are unable to hear.  Go through the entire class so that each will tell the next this fact.   When the last person has been told, have them tell the entire class what the fact was.  

If it's right - it shows that if people understand the knowledge, they have the wisdom to pass it on.  If it's wrong - it shows what happens when information (knowledge) is misunderstood.  

Discussion 2:

Discuss the Beatitudes from the second reading.  What do each of these mean?  Who are these people in today's society?  For example - who are "those who hunger and thirst for righteousness", who are "the peacemakers", etc.  

Activity 2: 

Write a newspaper article as if you were a journalist attending the teaching that Jesus gave that day.  What did you think of it?  What was the reaction of the crowd?  

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for those who have the patience and wisdom to teach us so that we may understand each other and the world around us better.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the teachers and leaders who are wise and share their knowledge of the world with us.  Help us to understand them better so we can help your world become a more tolerant place in which to live.  Amen"

The 10 Commandments

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of  Moses and the Ten Commandments in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible use simple language.

Discuss:  

What is a rule?  Talk about simple rules that your class will understand - perhaps rules at home (brush teeth, pick up toys, etc), social rules (underwear goes under clothes, shoes go on after socks, don't throw sand at other children) etc.  A Commandment is a rule from God.  

Activity:  

Provide construction paper cut either in the shape of a mountain, or a traditional bookmark shape.  On one side of each bookmark write "Love Thy Neighbor", and leave the other side blank.

Give a bookmark to each child in your class, and provide craft materials so that they can decorate the plain side of the bookmark.
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Activity 2:

Use this lesson to encourage politeness in your class.  It's a social rule that we say please and thank you, and you can turn this into a game by having something for the children to look at, and teaching them to ask politely to look at it, and then to thank you for showing it to them.

"Please may I look at the picture."

"Of course because you asked so nicely.  Here you go."

"Thank you"

Reaffirm that this is something that they should do every time and not just with adults by having them ask each other for something.

"Please could you give me my jacket."

"No problem."

"Thank you."

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for giving us rules to live by.  For example,

"Dear God, thank you for giving us the rules that you want us to follow in order to be good Christians.  Amen."

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of the 10 Commandments to the children in the class.

A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.

Drama:  

Appoint one person in the class as Moses and another as the voice of God.  The rest of the class, as the people who followed Moses out of the Egypt, should watch Moses leave and go up the mountain (across the room) where God will tell him of the Commandments.  Have the "voice of God" read the Commandments again from your book in a clear voice.

Discussion:  

What are the commandments?  What other names do we have for them (rules, laws)?  Why do we need these?  Have the children tell you of some other rules that they have to follow, and who makes these rules.

Game:

The Commandments address two areas: how we should treat God and how we should treat people.  Clear a space in the room so that you can have the children move from one side of the room to the other.  Make one side of the room "God" and the other side "People".

Call out the Commandments randomly and have the children move to the appropriate side of the room.  Do this until you get all of the children moving to the right side of the room for each Commandment.

If you are limited for space and can't do this safely, then have the children stand up, and as you call out each Commandment they should turn and face the appropriate wall.  

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for loving us enough to give us his Commandments to show us how to live.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your Commandments so that we sure about how we should live.  Help us remember these as we go about our daily lives.  Amen."

Quiz: 

How many Commandments are there?

a) 8


b) 12

c) 10

To whom did God give the Commandments?

a) Adam

b) Moses

c) The President

Where was Moses when God gave him the Commandments?

a) At the top of a mountain

b) On a fishing boat

c) Asleep in his bed

Which day did God say was to be the Sabbath?

a) Sunday

b) Tuesday

c) Friday

Who did God say should be honored?

a) Doctor

b) Mother and Father

c) Baseball Players

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 


Today's bible reading is the story of the 10 Commandments.  

Exodus 20: 1-17

Ask for volunteers to read this and divide the verses between them.

Discussion 1:

What are Commandments?  What other words could we use for these today (laws, rules)?  Are rules/laws good things or bad?  What other rules/laws do the children know?  

Activity 1:  

Go around the class one student at a time, read out a Commandment, and have the student tell you if it is a Commandment which refers to how we should treat people, or one that tells us how we should treat God himself.

Activity:  Create a Commandment Book

Provide each student with 3 pages of white paper and some pens, pencils and craft materials.  On the wall pin a simplified copy of the Commandments that are easy to copy down.

Have the students create a booklet by putting the 3 pages together and making a centerfold, then securing them with a staple so that they have a book to work in.  The first page is their title page "The 10 Commandments".  Inside they should number the pages at the bottom and then write out the Commandments as per the sheet you provide for them to copy from.  One Commandment per page.

Once they have the words in the book, they can decorate their pages as they choose.

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for his Commandments to guide us in how to live as he would want us too.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for giving us the 10 Commandments so that we know how you want us to live.  Help us to keep these Commandments so that we continue to have your blessing.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:


Today's bible reading is the story of the 10 Commandments.  

Exodus 20: 1-17

Ask for volunteers to read this and divide the verses between them.

Discussion 1:  

Commandments are laws.  The 10 Commandments are the laws that God has given to us so that we live in way that will please him.  Are laws a good idea?  What would happen to our society if we didn't have laws?  

Activity 1: 

Supply paper and pens/pencils.  Have each student write down as many Commandments as they can remember.  Give a time allocation of 10 minutes for this - 10 minutes for 10 Commandments.

Have them keep the pens and paper for the next activity.  

Discussion 2:

Do Christians still keep the Commandments?  What about other laws?   Which laws are both a Commandment and part of our legal system?  Is failing to keep a Commandment against the law?  Christians in various countries live with different kinds of laws enforced by society, but they should all keep the same Commandments.

Activity 2: 

Ask the students to think about what it must have been like to be one of the Israelites listening to Moses tell of God's Commandments.  On the piece paper used earlier, write down some notes about what you might have seen, felt.  

Next choose a volunteer to stand up and using their notes as a reference, describe the scene as if they were reporting it for radio (no images so describing what they see is important) - how are the Commandments received by the people, are they happy to know how to please God, are they afraid, do they think they're a good idea, what kind of night is it, are the people excited.  

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for creating his Commandments so that we have a list of rules so we know how to live in a way that will please him.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you that you have created the Commandments so that we have a list of rules so we know how to live our lives in a way that will please you.  Help us to follow these rules joyfully as we go about our everyday lives.  Amen."

Jonah

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of Jonah in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible use simple language.

Discuss:

Why did Jonah stay inside the fish/whale for 3 days and night?  What happens when the children in your class do something that their parents tell them not too?  

Game:  

For this you will need a container such as a bucket that will symbolize the fish/whale, and an object such as bean bag, or soft sponge ball, to symbolize Jonah.  Decorate the container around the rim with "teeth", and put a face on the object so that the symbolism is clear.  

In turn have the children come and throw "Jonah" into the mouth of the fish/whale.
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Activity 2:

Cut out a large fish shape.  Glue this onto a background of blue construction paper (the ocean).  Provide a pile of small metallic shapes and some glue (unless the shapes are self-adhesive) and have the children stick the metallic paper onto the fish.  Once the fish is complete, either use a pen that will work on the metallic "scales" to draw Jonah inside the fish, or cut out a basic shape to symbolize Jonah and stick this on top of the scales.  Pin the picture on the wall.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for saving Jonah even though he did something to make him cross.  For example:

"Dear God, thank for providing the fish so that Jonah was saved.  Help me to be good and do what I'm told.  Amen."

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of Jonah to the children in the class.

A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.

Drama:  

Have the class act out the story of Jonah.  Provide them a desk or part of the room that will be the stomach of the fish/whale.

Discussion 1:  

Why was God angry with Jonah?  Was Jonah sorry for disobeying God?  

Activity:

Give the children a piece of white construction paper.  On this they should draw a large fish.  Provide art materials, colored paper, scissors and glue.  

The children should decorate their fish and the water behind it.  

Once their finished with this, give each child a simple cut out basic "man" shape.  If there's time they could improve this with the art materials.  The man - Jonah - should be glued into place in the fish's stomach.

Discussion 2:

Do the children always do what they're told to do?  What happens to them when they are naughty?  Do they think that God put Jonah in the fish's stomach as a "time out" to make him think about what he'd done wrong in refusing to do what God had told him to do?

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for the story of Jonah.  For example:

"Dear God thank you for the story of Jonah.  Help me to remember that when I am asked to do something that I should do it willingly.  Amen"

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 


Today's bible reading is the story Jonah.  

Jonah 1: 1-17

Jonah 2: 10 

Discussion 1:

Why did God put Jonah inside the fish?  Why did he then release him after 3 days?

Activity 1:  

Give a sheet of paper to each student and ask them to fold it into three sections - you might have to demonstrate how to do this.  

Provide art supplies and tell the students that they are to tell the story of Jonah in 3 parts - Jonah angering God, Jonah's punishment, and Jonah's release from the fish.  How they illustrate their 3 parts is up to each student, but they should be able to describe how their images tell the story.

Discussion 2:  

In our society we have laws.  Can the students find a similarity between what happened to Jonah and what happens to people who break the law?

Activity:

Break the code:
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(Salvation comes from the Lord - Jonah 2: 9 …..the code is "letter +1" for example a becomes b)

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for his compassion.  For example:

"Dear God thank you for the story of Jonah, and for your compassion in saving him.  Help me to follow your path, even when I don't want to.  Amen"

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:


Today's bible reading is the story Jonah.  

Jonah 1: 1-17

Jonah 2: 10 

Discussion 1:  

Why was God angry with Jonah?  Why did he keep him in the fish's stomach for 3 days?  Why did he then let him out again?  

Activity 1: Role Play

Split the class into pairs.  In each pair get them to decide who will be Jonah and who will be the interviewer.  Give the class 5 minutes to practice their interview, then have each pair "perform" in front of the rest of the class.  The interviewer should ask questions about "Jonah's" experience based on the story that they've been told, as should the responses given by "Jonah" - although they should be free to interpret some things such as how he felt, if he felt he would ever get out, and so forth.

Discussion 2:

Discuss about people who break the laws of our country, who enforces the law, who holds them accountable and decides how they ought to be punished.  What about when we break God's laws, his Commandments?  When we break a Commandment then we are like Jonah, refusing to do what God has asked.  Who holds us accountable?  How do we make peace with our conscience for doing something that we know God would not like?

Activity 2: 

Write a haiku verse about how they think it would feel being in the stomach of the fish.  A haiku verse is written to a strict format of 3 lines and each line has a specific number of syllables in it as follows:

Line 1:  5 syllables

Line 2:  7 syllables

Line 3:  5 syllables

If there's time ask the students to read out their poems.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for the story of Jonah and for the reminder that each day we should think about Gods rules in the way we live our lives.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the story of Jonah, and for the reminder that although your love is with us always, we must remember your rules in our daily lives so that others will come to know you from watching how we live.  Amen."

The Parable of the Sower

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell the parable of the sower in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible use simple language.

Discuss:

Where do farmers plant their seeds?  Why do they plant them in good soil?      

Game:  

Split up your group so that you have a "farmer", some good soil, some thorny soil and some rocky soil.  The groups of children who are the soil should crouch down on the floor.  

Have the farmer walk to first the rocky soil group and pretend to cast seeds.  The group should then jump up fast, and then return quickly to the ground.

Next the farmer should walk to the thorny soil and pretend to cast seeds in it.  The children in this group should stand up slowly and then turn around as they slowly return to the floor.

Finally the farmer should walk to the good soil good and pretend to cast his seed.  The children in this group should get up slowly, smiling, and remain standing waving their arms in the air from side to side. 
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Activity 2:

Plant seeds.  Provide seeds that will grow quickly depending on the time of year.  You'll also need a clear plastic cup and some soil for each child in your group, plus some magazine images of whatever the seed will grow into and glue.

Give each child a cup, and place the images in the centre of the table.  Have each child choose and then glue an image onto the side of their cup.  Next you should go around the group and about place soil in to about a half the way up. Give each child 2-3 seeds and show them how to make a little hole in the soil with their finger for each seed, plant it, and cover it.  Explain to them that they will need to ask someone to water the seeds each day.  

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for the parable of the sower and for showing us why we should plant our seeds in good soil if we want them to grow.  For Example:

Dear God, thank you for the parable of the sower, and for showing us why we should plant our seeds in good soil if we want them to grow.  Help us to be like the good seeds and to grow strong in your love.  Amen."  

6-8 Years: 

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the parable of the sower to the children in the class.

A picture book version isn't necessary but a simplified version of the story will put it into the understand level of the age group.  If you have a children's bible that you use with your class, then this ought to be appropriate.

Drama:  

Have the children divide up into the three soil groups.  Walk to each group in turn and have them act as a seed planted in that type of soil would act.  At the end of this, only the seeds planted in the good soil should still be on their feet.

Discussion 1:  

The story tells of a farmer planting seeds, but a parable is a story that is told to help people understand something else a little better.  If Jesus is the sower in the parable, what is the seed and what is the soil?

Activity:

Show the children different types of soil - for example good soil, soil that's dry, soil that's sandy, soil that's stony, etc.  Which soil do the children think that seeds would grow best in.

Next show the children different types of seeds.  You could prepare in advance by gluing some of each seed type on a piece of construction paper alongside a picture of what it will grow into.

Give each child a plastic cup, and 2-3 seeds which will grow quickly and with a small amount of attention.  Put some soil in a bucket and ask the children to first half-fill their cup with soil and then plant their seeds by making a hole with their finger and then placing in the seed before covering the soil back over it.

As they do this, explain that there are many different types of soil and many different types of seed.  Use an apple as an example to show how from one piece of fruit many seeds will come if they are cared for - for example one apply may have 4 seeds to from which 4 apple trees could grow, these trees could give 4 apples each, making 16 seeds, so that there could be 16 new trees each with 4 apples - and so on.  If the seed went into rocky, uncared for ground, no tree would grow. 

Discussion 2:

What kind of soil are they?  Does the seed of God's word fall on good soil and grow?  Or does it fall on rocky ground and be ignored.  Or does it fall on thorny ground where friends who do not believe the word of God pull them away from it?  Even though it sometimes isn't easy, we should always be like the good soil, and show how living with God is so that like the apple, we plant more seeds so that others come to know God through us.

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for the parable of the sower, and asking for help to become more like the good soil so that his work can grow here on earth.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you the parable of the sower.  Help me become like the good soil so that the seed of your love may grow through me.  Amen"

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 


Today's bible reading is the Parable of the Sower:

Matthew 13: 1-9

Either read this to the class or ask for volunteers and divide the passage out between them to read aloud to the rest of the class.

Discussion 1:

What's this parable about?  Do they see that it has two meanings - the first one is the obvious one of a farmer sowing his seeds, and the other a more important one, of Gods word being the seed, and people being the soil.  What kind of people are which kind of soil?

Activity 1:  

Prepare in advance several different types of seed - fruit, vegetable, grain.  Give each seed type a number.  Then have a picture for each seed type and give each picture a letter.  Have the students look at the seeds and the pictures and for each number, choose a letter of what they think that seed will grow into.  Don't forget to keep a master list with you so you can tell them which ones are which when the activity is done.

Discussion 2:  

What do they think of parables as a way to get a message across?  Do they think that they are easier to understand than if you just told them the same message without the parable.  Activity:

Word Search: Parable of the Sower:  

Copy the following for each student in your class and provide them each with a pen or a pencil with which to complete the puzzle.

Word Search:

	S
	E
	E
	D
	R
	S
	D
	R
	I
	B

	O
	D
	E
	R
	E
	H
	T
	I
	W
	U

	I
	M
	F
	J
	E
	S
	U
	S
	O
	D

	L
	P
	A
	R
	A
	B
	L
	E
	S
	E

	L
	L
	R
	U
	B
	K
	S
	O
	L
	H

	L
	A
	M
	Z
	E
	M
	N
	O
	P
	C

	E
	N
	E
	W
	E
	G
	R
	A
	P
	R

	F
	T
	R
	Q
	D
	O
	O
	G
	O
	O

	E
	L
	D
	E
	K
	O
	H
	C
	R
	C

	G
	N
	I
	R
	E
	T
	T
	A
	C
	S


Birds



Plant


Choked


Scattering


Crop



Scorched

Farmer


Seed

Fell



Soil

Good



Sow

Jesus



Thorns




Parable


Withered

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for the parable of the sower, and through the parable showing us what happens to his word when it is heard by different people.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the parable of the sower, and for using parables so that we can understand your word easier.  Thank you for showing what happens when your word is heard by different people.  Help us become like the good soil so that we might learn more about how to grow in your love.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:


Today's bible reading is the Parable of the Sower:

Matthew 13: 1-9

Either read this to the class or ask for volunteers and divide the passage out between them to read aloud to the rest of the class.

Discussion 1:  

What type of story is this (parable).  What is the parable really about?  Is it really about a farmer?  Or is that just the tool used to make the real message easier to understand?  

Activity 1: 

Give each student a piece of paper and something to write with.  Ask them to write a list of what's important to them - in order of priority.

Without embarrassing any of the students, find out how many of them included God on that list and what was on the list ahead of him.

Discussion 2:

Think of the three types of soil that the seed falls into:  Rocky, Thorny, Good.

If a seed falls into rocky ground it has no roots - what happens to your faith if it has no roots?  Are we easily led away from God because we are not rooted?  

If a seed falls onto thorny ground it is choked by the things around it - is your faith choked by the other things in your life?  Do you give more priority to your friends, fashion, movie stars than you do God?

If a seed falls onto good ground, it thrives it grows, it increases - is your faith strong enough to bring others to God because they want to be more like you?

Activity 2: 

Think of a social issue that they face in their every day lives - either choose one issue for the entire class, or allow them to choose their own.

Ask each student to write a modern day parable that speaks either for (or against) this issue so that other people may understand why they should (or shouldn't) do it.

Examples could include:  Smoking, drugs, alcohol, bullying, charity, etc.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for the power of the parable so that we might easier understand how he would have us live our lives in his name.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your wisdom, and in giving us parables so that we might better understand your words and know how you would have us live our lives in your name.  Amen."

Who Is The Lamp?

2-5 Years

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet in your presence once again. Please help us to learn more about you. Help us to do good things. Amen.”

Discussion:

Talk about what a lamp is and how it shines light. Talk about how the lamp helps us to keep from running into things.

Bible Story:

Read the following passages about the lamp from the Bible:

2 Samuel 22:29

Psalm 119:105

Luke 8: 16

Make sure that the children understand what you have just read.

Discussion:

Talk about how God is a lamp that helps us know what to do in life, the Bible is a lamp that helps us to know what we are supposed to be doing and we are like lamps showing others the right things to do. 

Art:

Have the students draw a picture.

Materials needed:

Paper

Crayons of markers

Give the children the paper and crayons or markers and have them draw a picture of themselves holding a lamp to light their way.

Activity:

Shine flashlights.

Materials needed:

Flashlights (1 for each child and 1 for the teacher(s)

Turn the lights off and leave only your flashlight on. Then hand flashlights on to the children one at a time. As you hand the flashlights to the children have them turn it on. When everyone has their flashlight on ask them what it was like before all of the flashlights were on. Ask them if the liked it when the room was so dark. 

Talk about how sometimes the dark can be scary. Ask them what it is like now that everyone is shining their light. Talk about how it is not so scary when a lot of lights are shining. Then explain that shining our flashlights is kind of like doing good things to show that we love God. Tell the children that our good deeds make the world around us brighter, happier and not so scary, especially when there are a lot of us that are doing good things. 

Song:

 Sing the song Thy Word Is Like A Lamp Unto My Feet

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet

And a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path.

When I feel afraid,

Think I’ve lost my way,

Still your there right beside me.

Nothing will I fear, 

As long as you are near. 

Please be near me to the end. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet

And a light unto my path. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path.

Closing Prayer thanking God for lighting our way and to ask Him to help us to remember to be a lamp for other people. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our class today. Help us to be follow your light.  Also help us to remember to show others the right things to do. Be with us this week and keep us safe. Amen.

6-8 Years

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us here together once again. Help us to learn more about you and to do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the children what lamps do. Ask them what lamps do for us. Ask them if we are lamps.

Bible Story:

Read the following passages:

2 Samuel 22:29

Psalm 119:105

Luke 8: 16

Discussion:

Ask the children again if we are lamps. Ask who else and what else are lamps. Discuss how God, the Bible and people are lamps. 

Art:

Have the children make a lamp.

Materials needed:

Toilet paper tubes

Colored Paper

Red, Yellow and Orange Felt

Glue

Tape

Markers

Give the children the materials. Let them use the materials to make a lamp in whatever way that they want. 

Activity:

Shine flashlights.

Materials needed:

Flashlights (1 for each child and 1 for the teacher(s)

Turn the lights off and leave only your flashlight on. Then hand flashlights on to the children one at a time. As you hand the flashlights to the children have them turn it on. When everyone has their flashlight on ask them what it was like before all of the flashlights were on. Ask them if the liked it when the room was so dark. Talk about how sometimes the dark can be scary. Ask them what it is like now that everyone is shining their light. Talk about how it is not so scary when a lot of lights are shining. Then explain that shining our flashlights is kind of like doing good things to show that we love God. Tell the children that our good deeds make the world around us brighter, happier and not so scary, especially when there are a lot of us that are doing good things. 

Closing Prayer thanking God for lighting our way and asking for help in being lamps for others. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our class today. Thank you for lighting our way so tha we know the right things to do. Help us light the way for other people so that they know the right things to do. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for allowing us to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and do what you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students how we know what choices are the right ones. Ask them if we can show other people which choices are the wise ones.

Bible Story:

Have the students read the following passages:

2 Samuel 22:29

Psalm 119:105

Luke 8:16

Discussion: 

Ask the students who and what is the lamp. Ask them why the lamp is important. 

Activity:

Take the students into a large room such as the church gym or sanctuary. Give each student a flashlight. Turn the lights off and flip one flashlight on at a time. Talk about how as more flashlights came on it became easier to see. Explain that this is how it is when we shine the light of God for others around us. As more of us shine our light, the world becomes a brighter place and it is easier to see the right from the wrong.

Extension To Activity:

Play Flashlight Find.

Have one student close his/her eyes and count to 20. While that student is counting have the others hide somewhere in the room with their flashlights turned off. (You will want to turn the lights on while they hide as a safety precaution). Then have the counter use his/her flashlight to find others. As others are found have them turn their flashlight on and help the counter find the rest of the students. You can repeat this activity as many times as time allows. When you are finished playing explain that this is what it is like in the world. We use our light to find others and help them to learn about God and then shine their lights. Then they use their lights to find others and the others learn about God and use their lights to find and teach others and so on.

Closing Prayer to thank God for His light and to ask for help in shining our light. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our lesson today. Thank you for bringing us together and helping us to learn more about you. Thank you for giving us light so that we can see which way to go. Please help us to shine our lights so that the world can become a brighter place. Amen.

12-14 Years

Opening Prayer to start the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together in fellowship with each other. Help us to learn from your words. Help us to gain a better understanding of you as we study together. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students how they know what decisions are the right decisions to make everyday. Ask them how they know what God wants them to do.

Bible Reading:

Have the students read the following passages:

2 Samuel 22:29

Psalm 119:105

Luke 8:16

Discussion:

Ask the students again how we know what is right and what is wrong. Ask them how they can shine God’s light for others. Ask them what happens with one lamp versus many. Talk about the domino effect that can happen when we shine our light.

Activity:

Play Flashlight Find.

Materials needed:

Flashlights (1 for each student)

Give each student a flashlight. Have one student close his/her eyes and count to 20. While that student is counting have the others hide somewhere in the room with their flashlights turned off. When time is up turn the lights off. Then have the counter use his/her flashlight to find others. As others are found have them turn their flashlight on and help the counter find the rest of the students. You can repeat this activity as many times as time allows. When you are finished playing explain that this is what it is like in the world. We use our light to find others and help them to learn about God and then shine their lights. Then they use their lights to find others and the others learn about God and use their lights to find and teach others and so on.

Activity:

Have the students get into partners. Have them do a role play in which they act out everyday interactions with their friends and family, such as waiting for class to start, playing basketball, shopping, etc. Have them act out ways that they can be a lamp and shine God’s light in these situations.

Closing Prayer to thank God for giving us light so that we know right from wrong and also to ask for help in shining our light for others. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our study this morning. Thank you for shining your light so that we can see. Please help us be a lamp for others so that they may see the way to you also. Be with us this week and keep us safe. Amen.”

The Bible

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell any bible story in basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible use simple language.

Discuss:

What is the bible?  Do the children know?  Show them a bible.  Let them feel how special it is.  Tell them the bible is a collection of books that are put together to make one big book about God and man.

Game:  

Create some memory cards with images on them that are for the various books of the bible.  Try to match the image with the book name if possible but keep the images different so that they are easily identifiable for the children.  Write the name of the book on the card with the image.  Make two identical cards for each book/image.

First of all, show the children the cards and say the name of the book that it represents.  Then turn the cards face down on the table and one at a time have the children turn over 2 cards looking for pairs.  As they turn the cards, read the name of the book aloud to the class so that they get used to hearing the names of the books of the bible.  If you have a large class, you may have to play this twice so that everyone has a turn, rather than having too many different books for them to remember the location of.
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Activity 2:

On a large piece of paper, draw the outline of the front of a Bible.  Supply this along with some small pieces of different shades of the same colored paper, and some glue.  Write "THE BIBLE" on the front in large letters.

Create a mosaic book cover by having the children stick the colored shapes onto the outline but not covering the title.  Pin this on the wall as a constant reminder of Gods' book. 

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for the Bible which teaches us how much he loves us.

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Today choose any story from the bible that you like which teaches something about how we, as Christians, ought to behave.  Tell this story at a level of vocabulary that the children will understand.  

Drama:  

Let the children act out the bible story.

Discussion 1:  

What is the Bible?  What do they know about it?  How many of them have read from a Bible?  How many of them have held a Bible outside of Sunday School/Church?  How is it set out - Testaments, books, chapters, verses.

Activity:

Some of the Books of the New Testament are listed here.  Rearrange the letters to find them.

Teper



Karm

Eduj



Smaje

Solosnicas


Nhoj

Amosrn


Lteevoniar

Scat



Wethmta

Webrehs


Kule

Discussion 2:

Why should we read the Bible?  It's about the past, what can we learn from it that will help us today?  Did the first Bibles look as they do today?  Show pictures of scrolls.

Activity 2:

Choose a verse from the Bible story you told earlier.  Write this out so that the class can see it to copy it down.  Supply them each a sheet of construction paper, some art materials and a piece of ribbon, plus tape or glue to secure.  

The children should copy the Bible verse onto their construction paper so that it fills almost the whole page.  They can decorate a border around it with the art supplies if you have time to allow for this.  When they are finished, have them roll their piece of paper up like a scroll, and then show them where to secure the ribbon to the paper so that when the scroll is rolled, they can tie the ribbon to keep it in place.  

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for his book, the Bible.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for providing us with your book, the Bible.  Through the stories within it we can learn more about you and your love for us, and we can learn how we should act in order to be better Christians.  Amen"

Word Jumble:

Some of the Books of the New Testament are listed here.  Rearrange the letters to find them.

Teper





Karm

Eduj





Smaje

Solosnicas




Nhoj

Amosrn




Lteevoniar

Scat





Wethmta

Webrehs




Kule

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 


Today choose any Bible story that you enjoy which has a message about how God would like to us behave.  Make sure that you read out the Bible location clearly - for example Matthew 13: 24-30.

Discussion 1:

What does the class know about the Bible.  What is its purpose?  How important is it?  What is the structure?  How did the first Bibles look?  Were they in English?  Who wrote the Bible?

Activity 1:  

Give each student a piece of construction paper, a pen, and a piece of ribbon.  You will also need something to secure the ribbon to the paper.

Ask the students to create a table that illustrates how the Bible is structured.  This could be something like a family tree with the Bible centered at the top of the page, then dividing into two branches for the Old and New Testaments, and then each of those dividing down again.  You can make this as simple or complicated as you think your class can manage (ie have them write the name of each of the books on the table, or not).  Once they have completed this, show them how to secure the ribbon so that when they roll up the paper, they can keep it in a scroll shape by tying the ribbon around it.

Discussion 2:  

The Bible, above all else, is a book of instructions for Christian.  It shows how God wants us to be.  Why is it important to have a book of instructions?  Why is it even more important to read and understand what that instruction book says?

Activity:

Copy the puzzle and provide each student with a pen or pencil with which to complete it by finding all of the books of the bible that are listed below the grid.

Word Search: The Bible

	N
	H
	A
	I
	R
	A
	H
	C
	E
	Z

	S
	U
	C
	I
	T
	I
	V
	E
	L
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	L
	A
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	I
	O
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	Y
	H
	T
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	T
	S
	Q
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	K
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	K
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	L
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	N
	W
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	H
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	R
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	I
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	H
	E
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	E

	A
	J
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	D
	M
	A
	R
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	N

	J
	O
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	A
	H
	N
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	E

	O
	B
	A
	D
	I
	A
	H
	G
	B
	G


Daniel




Luke

Esther



Mark

Genesis



Nehemiah

John




Obadiah

Jonah




Timothy

James




Revelation

Leviticus



Zechariah

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for giving us an instruction book so that we can learn how to become better Christians.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your book the bible.  Help me to use it as it was intended, as a book of instructions on how to live my life.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:

Use any Bible story that illustrates how the Bible is to be used as an instruction book to show how Christians ought to live their lives.

Discussion 1:  

How important is the Bible in the life of a Christian?  Why is it important?  Who wrote the Bible?  What language was it originally written in?  

Activity 1: 

Some of the lessons in the Bible are written as parables.  Tell your own parable that would be understood by your peers, and that teaches them that they should love their neighbor.

Discussion 2:

The Bible is an instruction book, a map, a way of teaching how we, as Christians ought to live our lives according to the will of God.  Think about the people you know, does it show from how they act that they have read the book of instructions?  Have you read it?  Would you start to use something new, such as a digital camera without reading the instruction book?  Learning to walk God's path is far more important than that, and yet many people think that reading the instruction guide is un-necessary.  Just like a user guide for equipment in your home, when things go wrong in your life, the Bible will have an answer as to how you should deal with it - but if you don't read the Bible, how will you know where to find this? 

Activity 2: 

Supply each student with a pen and paper.  Ask them to write "The Bible - A User Guide" at the top of the page, and then instruct them to write step by step instructions as to how someone who isn't familiar with the Bible should start to use it as a way of learning how to live as God commands.

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for giving us a book that shows us exactly how we should live our lives.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for your book, the Bible. Teach me the patience to read and understand your words so that I may learn how to become a better Christian.  Amen."

Christianity in Action

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Today, rather than tell a story from the Bible, illustrate the theme by telling a story about a Minister's role in his congregation.  Use basic language that this age group can understand.  At this point, just recount a week or a month in the life of the leader of your church, emphasising the things that he/she does that show Christianity in action.

Discuss:

What is Christian?  Helpful?  Kind?  Caring? Compassionate?  Illustrate these words with examples things your minister does that fit into the words you use.  After each word and your example, ask the children for examples of how they are this word - perhaps they help Momma fold laundry, or they keep quiet when the baby's asleep, and so on.

Activity: Create a Class Chain of Christian Living:

You will need some construction paper in different colors cut into strips about 1.5 inches wide.  A pen which is thick enough to write bold, easy to read letters, and some sticky tape. 

Give each child two strips of paper.  Then help them to write their name on the first strip, and then a Christian attribute on the second.  Once all of the children have two completed paper strips, write God on another strip and then use the tape to stick the ends together.  Have the children join their strips to the chain one at a time by threading the strip through the last loop created and then securing their strip into a loop with tape.  Try to organize it so that the chain reads name+attribute+name+attribute and so on. 

Hang the chain where it can be seen by the children when they enter the room.
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Activity 2:

Supply each of the children with a piece of construction paper, and provide some crayons.

Tell the children about someone who is sick in your congregation, or about a old people's home nearby, or a hospice for sick people, or somewhere that will appreciate having had the children thinking about them.  Next tell the children that they are going to create a picture that you will to this person/place.

Ask the children to draw and color a picture with flowers on it.  When they are done, make sure each child's name is on the picture, along with their age, and then place them in an envelope.  During the week, deliver the pictures as a gift from the class.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for teaching us how to be loving, helpful people.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the people who take care of us in your name.  Thank you for teaching us that we should be kind and thoughtful of others.  Amen."

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of someone, for example Mother Theresa, who exemplifies Christianity to the children in the class.  Use a children's version of the story, or simplify it so that they understand it.

Discussion 1:  

What is a Christian?  Is it just someone who believes in God?  What kind of things is a Christian?  How can we show that we are these things (for example: helpful, compassionate, respectful, etc).

Drama:  

Split the class into small groups and give each group a word from the list you created.  Ask each group to create a small play where they show this word in action - for example "helpful" - helping an elderly person across the street.  "Compassionate" - helping someone find the right classroom on their first day at school.  

Be prepared to offer some hints to the groups who can't think of anything themselves.

Quiz: 

Print up the following and give a copy to each member of the class:

Answer true or false to the following:

A Christian always brags about their new clothes.
True/False

A Christian always has to be first in the line

True/False

A Christian will think of themselves before others
True/False

A Christian will give to others in need


True/False

A Christian shows others God through themselves
True/False

A Christian is always miserable



True/False

A Christian does nothing but pray


True/False

A Christian will help when someone is in trouble
True/False

A Christian always thinks that they are best

True/False

A Christian puts God first in their life


True/False

Talk about the answers to the above.  Why are they true or false?

Answer true or false to the following:

A Christian always brags about their new clothes.
True/False

A Christian always has to be first in the line

True/False

A Christian will think of themselves before others
True/False

A Christian will give to others in need


True/False

A Christian shows others God through themselves
True/False

A Christian is always miserable



True/False

A Christian does nothing but pray


True/False

A Christian will help when someone is in trouble
True/False

A Christian always thinks that they are best

True/False

A Christian puts God first in their life


True/False

Activity:

You will need construction paper in a number of different colors, art/craft supplies, a thick marker pen, and some sticky tape to assemble the chain.  Cut the construction paper into strips 1.5 inches wide.  Ask the children which Christian attribute they think describes them best.  

Give each of them a colored strip, and ask them to write first their name, and then the attribute:  For example "Emma is Loving" or "Ben puts Others First".  Once they have their words complete, let the children decorate their strip with the art/craft supplies, and then interlock each strip so that it makes a chain.  Hang this on the wall in your classroom.

Discussion 2:

Is the world a better place to live because of Christians?  Why is this so?  Wouldn’t it better if everyone thought of only themselves and how much "stuff" they could get?  Why not?  When we show our Christian attributes - what are we really showing?  (God at work in our lives)

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for showing us how to be Christians so that we might bring others to know him through us.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for showing us how to be Christians through your book the Bible, and through people like Mother Theresa, so that we might bring others to you.  Help us to follow in their footsteps in your name.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 

Tell the story of someone, for example Mother Theresa, or of an organization who exemplify Christianity to the children in the class.  

Discussion 1:

Why is this person/organization a good example of Christianity in action?  What is it that they do that makes them a good Christian role model?   What attributes do they have, that we also have?

Activity 1:  

Unscramble the following:

sfrlueepct

teapassmoonic

gracni

tsneoh

lebhmu

nema

itepmychsat

gigiovrfn

dyerfinl

cidedetad

yalol

One of these words doesn't belong in this list - which one is it?  Why?

Discussion 2:  

How can we live our lives to be more of an example of God's work here on earth?  What can we do to be better Christians?

Activity:

Brainstorm a list of possible things that the class could do as a group for either the church community, the local neighborhood, or to help a larger organization.   Remember to keep these suggestions within the scope of your time, and restricted resources.

Find the best 3 suggestions, then take a vote on which of these the class will commit to, and create a list of what the suggestion will require and a time frame.  This could be as simple as picking up litter outside the church, or as complicated as running a fundraiser - such as a sponsored silence - to raise funds for a specific project.

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for the chance to show his love at work.  For example:

"Dear God thank you for showing me through the Bible, and other people who act in your name, how a Christian should act.  Thank you for the chance to show your love at work through my actions.  Amen."

Word Scramble:

Unscramble the following:

sfrlueepct

teapassmoonic

gracni

tsneoh

lebhmu

nema

itepmychsat

gigiovrfn

dyerfinl

cidedetad

yalol

One of these words doesn't belong in this list - which one is it?  Why?

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:

Tell the story of someone, for example Mother Theresa, or of an organization who typify Christianity to the children in the class.  With this group look at people/groups who are working on a Global scale to fight against poverty, sickness, and disaster.

Discussion 1:  

Christianity isn't just a religion.  It's a verb.  How so?  

Activity 1: 

Brainstorm a list of how Christian people and organizations are helping people around the world by reaching out in fellowship and love to try and make their lives better.  

Discussion 2:

A verb is a doing word.  Everyone can "do" something.  What can we "do" to help make God's world a better place, and to show his love to others through our actions?  Write the suggestions down on a large piece of paper as the students give them to you.

Activity 2: 

Supply a large piece of construction paper, glue, and pamphlets, news clippings, promotional material, logos, of organizations and their work in God's name.  These could include charities, organizations, peacemakers, missionaries, refuge centers, etc.  You could also include some bible verses or quotes that could be included in the collage if you wish.

The students should cut these out and create a large collage for the wall.  Put a title of "Christianity in Action" across the top of this. 

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for the opportunity we have to show his love by putting our Christianity into action in our own lives.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for showing us how a Christian ought to be.  Thank you for the opportunities we have to show your love by putting our Christianity into action in the service of others.   Amen."

God Made Me

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of the creation of Adam and Eve in basic language that this age group can understand.  

Discuss:

God created Adam and Eve, and he created each of us - and we are all different.  Get the children to look at the person sitting next to them on their right or left.  Ask them to notice the differences, and then get them to notice the similarities - for example hair color, two eyes, etc.

Game: People Memory 

This requires a little preparation, but once you've made the game, you will be able to use it again in the future.

Find pictures of people in magazines, comic books, photos etc.  Glue them onto postcards - try and find pictures that are similar in size and easy to identify from other pictures.   Cut each card in half.  Now place the cards face down on the table and have the children turn two cards over at a time, looking for pairs.  If they don't have a pair, they should turn the cards face down again in the same place they found them.
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Activity:

In advance of the session, cut out enough basic "people" shapes so that you can give one to each of your class.  Provide crayons.  Before class starts, color an example person so that it looks like you.  Do similar hair color, eye color, clothes etc.  Show this to the class so they know what you want them to do.

Give each child one of your "people" shapes, and help them color it so that it looks like them.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for making them.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for making me.  Help me to use my mind, heart and body in your work.  Amen."

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:

Tell the story of the creation of Adam and Eve in basic language that this age group can understand.

Game:

Have each student in turn come to the front of the class and describe a part of the body without touching it, looking at it or using the word itself.  For example:  "I use this part of my body to see with."  They can be as clear or as tricky as they choose to be!  

Discussion 1:  

All people look different, and yet they look the same.  Name the similarities.  Name the differences.  It's like when you buy a car - each car has four wheels, an engine, somewhere to sit, a wheel to turn,  but then there are differences such as make - Ford, Toyota, Chevrolet, etc, color, size.  Are there other examples that the children can come up with?

Activity:

Bring a map of the world, and some pictures of children - cartoon/graphic type images will work best as these will show the differences/similarities easier than a photograph - from other countries.  You could even photocopy a map of the world and give this to each child, and then have them put a mark on this as you hold up the pictures so that they can try and identify which part of the world each child comes from.

Discussion 2:

God just didn't make our outsides.  He made our insides, and how we feel about things.  As with the outsides, we all feel, but we feel differently about different things.  What kind of things do we feel - emotions.  How do we show our emotions?  

You could hold up pictures of children exhibiting various emotions here and have the class guess what emotion it is.

Or

Write down a number of different emotions on separate pieces of paper.  Have each child in turn, come to the front of the desk, take a piece of paper, read it, and then act out that emotion for the rest of the class to guess.

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for making us.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for making me.  Thank you for the way I look, and the way I am.  Help me to wisely use what you have made in your work.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story: 

Tell story of the creation of Adam and Eve.

Discussion 1:

Adam and Eve were the first man and woman God created.  They looked the same as you and I.  In what ways might they have been different?  In what ways would they have been the same?   

Activity 1:  

Follow-the-leader.  Appoint someone to stand at the front of the class and have them lead the class who will follow their actions - such as putting hands in the air, standing on one leg, scratching head, turning around, jumping on the spot, etc.  

Discussion 2:  

How can you use your body in God's work?  You can read his word.  You can spend time working in the service of others who need help.  You can pray for guidance.  Think about the you that's inside your body.  What are you really like?  Are you someone who wants to be different from others, or do you prefer to be the same?  Are you someone who follows a leader - has to have the same brand names, same gadgets, etc - or are you an individual?  Christians follow a leader - who is that leader?

Activity:

Write a letter to God telling him what you like about yourself.

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for creating you and making you an individual who is different from everyone else.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for making me.  Thank you also that I am different from everyone else.  I am unique.  Help me to trust in your wisdom that being different from others is not something to fear.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:

Read the story of Adam and Eve from the bible.  

Discussion 1:  

God created Adam in his own image.  That means that each of us, as a descendent of Adam, is in God's image.  That's a powerful thought. 

Although we all look very similar, it is what's inside us that makes the biggest differences.  External looks are superficial and increasingly we hear of people who are changing how they look in at attempt to look better.  But what about inside?  We sometimes hear that beauty is skin deep but can we be beautiful, if inside we are filled with anger, hate, and indecision?  Even the most plain looking person is beautiful in the eyes of the Lord if they walk in his footsteps. 

Activity 1: 

Give each student a piece of paper and something to write with.  Have them write a short essay with the title: God Made Me - Who Am I?  Allow about 15 minutes for this activity.  Invite any of the students to share their essay with the class if they wish.

Discussion 2:

Consider the following bible passage: 

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight." Proverbs 3:5-6

What does this mean?  How can we relate this to our everyday interaction with our peers?

Activity 2: 

Debate!

Divide the group into two halves.  Tell one side that they are going to argue that how someone looks is the most important part of who they are, and the other side that they are going to argue that is how they act which is the most important.  Allow 10 minutes for the groups to choose a spokesperson and to brainstorm their debate argument before starting the debate.  Once the debate begins, only the 2 spokespeople are on opposing sides, the rest of the class become one again until they vote on whoever gives the most convincing argument.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for the differences between ourselves and other people.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you that you created me in your image.  Thank you also than each of us unique in our own way both inside and out.  Guide us to remember that it is what's on the inside that is really important, and help us to use that to show your presence here on earth.  Amen."

Miracles of Jesus

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer:  To welcome the start of the class.  For example:

"Dear God. As we once again come together, help us to learn more about your work and how we can be better Christians.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of the feeding of the 5000 in a basic language that this age group can understand.  If you can't find an illustrated copy of this in the library for use in your class, use the bible use simple language.

Discuss:

Bring to class fives loaves of bread, and two shaped pieces of paper about the size of an average fish.  Show these to the children.  Ask them how many people they think could be fed from the bread and fish.  Talk to the children about how many people 5000 is - you could maybe have a picture of a sports stadium full of people to illustrate what a lot of people looks like - and show them the bread and fish again, how many of the children think that you could feed that many people with so little food?  Yet Jesus did.  That was a miracle.

Treasure Hunt:

Hide the loaves and the fish shapes around the room.  Have the children find them and return them to a "basket" you have placed on your desk.  Don't make them too easy to find, and encourage the children to have faith that God will show them the way.  
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Activity 2:

Make a collage for your wall.  Supply plenty of pictures of picnic food, and a large sheet of construction paper that will act as a picnic blanket.  There should be enough food pictures to have a picnic that would feed a family.  The children should stick the food images onto the picnic blanket paper.  

When you place it on the wall, place next to it a picture that shows 5 loaves of bread and two fishes.

Closing Prayer: Thanking God for the story of the loaves and fishes.

"Dear God, thank you for the story of the loaves and fishes.  Help me to have faith that you will provide all that I need.  Amen."

6-8 Years:

Opening prayer:  To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell the story of the healing of the 10 men with leprosy.  Use language that this age group will understand - you may first have to explain that leprosy was a very contagious disease at that time and that people who had it were shunned by the other people - or read the story from a book of children's bible stories, or a children's bible.   Then tell the story of how Jesus calmed the storm.  

Drama:  

Divide your class into 2 groups.  Let one group act out the story of the lepers - you may not have 10 lepers, but as long as you have enough so that only 1 goes back to thank Jesus whilst the others do not, then it is symbolic enough for the children to remember.  The other group should act out the story of the calming of the storm.  

Discussion 1:  

What are both of these stories examples of?  What causes miracles to happen - faith in God.  Who believes in miracles?  What are examples of daily miracles that are touched by the hand of God but which we take for granted - perhaps the dawn of a new day, the birth of a baby, the growth of a tiny seed into a plant that can feed many people.  

Activity:

How many times do we thank God for the things in our lives?  Not enough I'm sure.  Provide each child a piece of paper and something to write on and ask them to write a list from A-Z, and then to fill in something against each letter that they should thank God for.   See if any of your class can complete all 26 letters.

Discussion 2:

With the miracles that he performed, Jesus managed to do what had been thought impossible.  He showed that although God's love can't be seen, with faith in Him, all things are possible.  

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for showing us his power through the hands of Jesus.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for showing us your power through the hands of Jesus.  Help me to trust in my faith when I think that things are impossible, so that I can let you bring me safely through.  Amen."

9-11 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the children to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:

"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Story:  

Tell the following bible stories.  They are all miracles that Jesus performed, but they have a common thread.  

Matthew 9: 18-25  
- A dead girl and a sick woman

Luke 17: 11-19  
- Ten men with Leprosy

Luke 13: 11-13  
- The Crippled Woman

John 9: 1-7

- Man born blind

Discussion 1:

What do these miracles all have in common?  Look for two responses:  They were all to do with healing, and it was the person's faith in God that healed them.   How easy is it to have faith in something you can't see?  If you saw the results of a miracle happening you'd believe, you'd have faith - but if you were one of the people who Jesus cured through their faith, would you have been cured?  How strong is your faith that God will help you if you trust in him?  The last question ought to be a rhetorical one, something for them to think about.

Activity 1:  

Supply each student with a piece of paper and provide some art materials.

They should each choose one of the miracle stories they have heard in that session (you should have bibles on hand that they can use for reference if they need to) and draw images so that others can guess what story they are illustrating.  The only rule is - no words allowed!

Discussion 2:  

We often say "it's a miracle" when something happens that is unexpected.  But it isn't really a miracle.  What do your students think a miracle really is?   What is a miracle, what isn't?

Activity 2:  

Copy the following so that each student in your class has a copy.

Word Search: Miracles of Jesus
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Blind




Lost Sheep

Calming 



Man

Crippled 



Miracles

Daughter



Storm   

Fishes




Water

Jairus




Wine

Lazarus



Woman

Loaves

OH - but there's something wrong - do you know what doesn't belong in this list?  It's not a miracle, do you know what it is?

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for showing us through Jesus hands the power that he possesses and the great things he can do if we only have faith in him.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for the stories of the miracles that Jesus performed.  Help us to understand that your power is great and we can achieve great things in your name if we only trust in our faith in you.  Amen."

12-14 Years:

Opening prayer: To welcome students to class and introduce the theme.  Keep the prayer simple and easy for the students to learn so that it can be said as a group prayer rather than one that the leader says.  For example:


"Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet once again in your presence.  Help us to learn more about your work and to understand how we can follow in your footsteps.  Amen"

Bible Reading:  
Allocate readers to read the following stories from the bible.

Matthew 8: 23-27  
- Calming the Storm

Luke 17: 11-19  
- Ten men with Leprosy

Luke 13: 11-13  
- The Crippled Woman

Mark 6: 48-51
- Walking on Water

John 2: 1-11

- Water turned into wine

Discussion 1:  

What are these examples of?  What is a miracle?  What was it that made these impossible things happen?  Do you have faith in God that is strong enough that it will allow you to achieve what others might think is impossible?

Discussion 2:

Around us everyday we see things that we just accept, and yet there is the power of God behind them, what kind of things could be thought of as miracles in this sense?  - things such as the day following the night, the rain that feeds the seeds that grow into food, the natural cycle of life.  When we have faith in God, all things are possible - and sometimes miracles occur without anyone except God realizing that this is a miracle - such as the birth of a baby, or the soft breeze that cools us on a hot day.  We should always be watching out for these everyday miracles so that we remember to thank God for them, and to strengthen our faith in his power to do great things.

Activity 1: 

Issue each student with a pen and piece of paper.

You are a news reporter following Jesus.  Choose two of the miracles that you read about earlier, and report as if you were actually there when they occurred.  Write your story so that readers who weren't there will see the miracles through your eyes.  If you wish to illustrate your report with a drawing, that's great!

Invite the students to read their newspaper articles to the rest of the class. 

Closing Prayer:  Thanking God for the stories in the bible about the miracles that Jesus performed.  For example:

"Dear God, thank you for sharing the stories of the miracles of Jesus with us.  Help us to be constantly aware of your hand in the everyday miracles that go on around us, instead of just looking for the sensational ones.  Guide us so that we continue to renew and strength our faith in your love.  Amen."

Gideon

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet in your presence once again. Please help us to learn more about your work. Help us to do the good things that you want us to do. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Gideon, which is Judges 6-8. You can tell the story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it. 

Discussion:

Talk to the children about how scary it would be to hear the jugs break, horns blow and see the torches all at once in the night. 

Craft:

Make a Gideon Story Jar.

Need:  One large jar for each child


Paper


Crayons or Markers


Glue


Glitter

Pre-cut one piece of paper for each jar. Have the children draw the story on their paper. They can add glitter to represent the torches if they wish. Then glue the paper to the jars.

Craft:

Have the children make a horn.

Need: 1 toilet paper tube for each child


1 Small square of wax paper for each child


Markers


Stickers


Paper clip


1 rubber band for each child

Let the children decorate the toilet paper tubes with markers and stickers. Then secure one piece of wax paper over one end of each tube with a rubber band. Poke a few holes in the wax paper with the paper clip. Then show the children how to hum into their horns. 
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Closing Prayer thanking God for giving us signs to help us remember to believe in him. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our class today. Thank you for giving us signs that help us remember to believe in you. Amen.

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us here together once again. Help us to learn more about you and to do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Gideon, which is Judges 6-8. You can tell the story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it. 

Discussion:

Talk to the children about how scary it would be to hear the jugs break, horns blow and see the torches all at once in the night. 

Drama:

Give some children flashlights, some recorders, and some pots with wooden spoons. Explain that the flashlights are like the torches, the recorders are like the horns and the wooden spoons banging on pots are like the jugs breaking. Have the children shine the light, blow on the recorders and bang the pots when you turn the lights out, then stop when you turn them back on. Then talk about how shocking that would be if they were asleep and they heard and saw that.

Craft:

Make a Gideon Story Jar.

Need:  One large jar for each child


Paper


Crayons or Markers


Glue


Glitter

Pre-cut one piece of paper for each jar. Have the children draw the story on their paper. They can add glitter to represent the torches if they wish. Then glue the paper to the jars.

Discussion:

Ask the children why Gideon led the army. Emphasize that he had signs from God that helped him to trust God and follow Him.

Closing Prayer thanking God for giving us signs to help us remember to believe in him. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our class today. Help us to pay attention to the signs you give us so that we can remember to believe in you. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for allowing us to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and do what you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the children if they know what signs are. Ask them what kinds of signs God gives us. If needed, add your own examples.

Bible Story:
Have the students rotate reading the story of Gideon in Judges 6-8. 

Discussion:

Discuss why Gideon asked God for signs. Ask the students if they have ever been fearful or doubted what God wanted them to do. Emphasize that God gives us signs to help us believe and have faith.

Craft:

Make a Gideon Story Jar.

Need:  One large jar for each child


Paper


Crayons or Markers


Glue


Glitter

Pre-cut one piece of paper for each jar. Have the children write story of Gideon in their own words and add illustrations. They can add glitter to represent the torches if they wish. Then glue the paper to the jars.

Activity:

Have the children draw a horn, a jug and a torch on a piece of paper. Then have them write, “I am in God’s Army.”

Closing Prayer to thank God for the signs He gives us. For example:

Dear God, thank you for our lesson today. Thank you for bringing us together and helping us to learn more about you. Help us to watch for the signs that you give us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to start the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together in fellowship with each other. Help us to learn from your words. Help us to gain a better understanding of you as we study together. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Have the students rotate reading the story of Gideon in Judges 6-8. 

Drama:

Have the students act this story out.

Discussion:

Discuss the signs that God has given us as Christians.  Ask the students if God makes us believe without the signs. Talk about how we can find out what God wants us to do.

Activity:

Have direction cards pre-made. On the cards give directions to the sanctuary. Make the directions a different route than the students usually take. Have the students follow your direction cards as a class and see if they can follow them to end up at the sanctuary. Then emphasize that God gives us directions and signs to follow, but we have to pay attention to them.

Closing Prayer to thank God for the signs He gives us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our study this morning. Help us to continue to follow in your ways. Thank you for the signs you give us. Please help us to follow your signs so that we can do the right things. Please be with us this week. Amen.”

Rahab

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for bringing us together. Help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Rahab (Joshua 2, 5, and 6). You can tell the story using children’s bible or just tell the story in a way that this age group can understand it.

Discussion:

Talk about how the way that we act shows whether we believe in God or not. Emphasize that if we are mean to our friends, we are not showing that we believe in God. On the other hand, if we stop to help someone, then we are showing that we believe in God. 

Activity:

Have the children make a card.

Need: Paper, crayons

Give the children paper. Have them make a card to give to an older person in the church. Emphasize that making these cards will brighten someone’s day and show that they believe in God and want to do something good. 

In Addition:

You can have the children make a big picture on poster board to hang in the church. Have them draw a picture of something good they can do for the church, such as picking up trash, turning the lights off when they leave a room, giving a friend a hug on Sunday Morning, etc. Emphasize to the children that this will show the congregation that they believe in God and want to do good things.

Activity:

Give each child a piece of paper and some crayons. Have them draw a picture of something that they can do to show that they believe in God.


[image: image84]
Closing Prayer to ask God for help in showing that we believe in you. For example:

 “Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you today. Thank you so much for loving us. Help us to do the thing that show that we believe in you. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about you this morning. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Rahab (Joshua 2, 5, and 6). You can tell the story using children’s bible or just tell the story in a way that this age group can understand it.

Drama:

Have the children act this story out.

Activity:

Play Joshua Says (like Simon Says). Have the children take turns being Joshua and the followers so that each gets a turn to be Joshua.

Discussion:

Talk about how our actions show whether we believe in God or not. Ask the children what kinds of actions would show that they believe in God.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in showing that we believe in God. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn more about Jesus today. Thank you so much for loving us. Please help us to show that we believe in you. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about your words. Please help us to follow in your footsteps and become closer to you. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have the students read the story of Rahab from Joshua 2, 5, and 6. 

Discussion:

Ask the students what kinds of things they have done in the past week that show that they believe in God. Then discuss ways they can show their belief in God this week.

Drama:

Have the students act this story out.

Activity:

Have the students build a wall to represent the wall in the story.

Need:  packing peanuts, glue, red yarn

Have the students glue the peanuts across then upward to build a wall. Then glue a piece of yarn, about the size of the wall to the top, to represent the red rope.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in showing that we believe in Him. For example:

“Thank you for our class today God. Thank you for the fun that we have had and the lesson that we learned. Please help us to show that we believe in you. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for the opportunity to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and what you have done for us. Lead us in your footsteps as we journey together. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students whether their friends know that they believe in God by how they live.

Bible Reading:


Have the students take turns reading the story of Rahab from Joshua 2, 5, and 6 aloud.

Drama:

Have the students act this story out.

Discussion:

Have the students tell their neighbor five things that they can do this week to show that they believe in God. Then have each pair share three of their ideas with the rest of the class.

Closing Prayer to thank God for His and Jesus’ love and to ask for help in having faith in Him. For example:

 “Thank you God for bring us together today to learn more about you and Jesus. Please help us to show that we believe in you. Keep us safe in your care. Amen”

Achan’s Sin

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again today. Please help us to learn about you. Help us also to do the things you want us to do and follow in your footsteps. Amen.” 

Activity:

As the children come in, have them place one thing that belongs to them in a box. It could be a necklace, shoe, sock, hair bow, etc. After everyone has put something in the box, have them tell the rest of the class what they put in the box and why that item is important to them. Put the box up on a counter or somewhere out of the way.

Activity:

Have the children help you build a big tent using big blankets and/or sheets, chairs and tables. After the tent is built, sit inside of it with the children and talk about how the Israelites lived in tents. 

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Achan’s sin from Joshua 7. You can use a children’s bible to tell the story or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand.

Discussion:

Ask the children if it is nice to take things that do not belong to them. Emphasize to them that just like Achan hurt others by what he did, they also would be hurting others if they took things that do not belong to them. Also emphasize that God is always watching us and can see when we do good things and when we do things that are not so nice.

Discussion:

Get the box from the beginning of class back out. Ask the children if they remember putting something in the box. Remind them that each of them has something inside the box. Ask the children how they would feel if you just take the box home with their belongings in it and keep all of those things for yourself. Then you can emphasize to them that God felt the same way when Achan took things that did not belong to him. Return the children’s’ belongings to them.
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Closing Prayer to ask God for help in doing nice things instead of mean things to others. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you. Please help us to do nice things so that we don’t hurt God or other people. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again on this day. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your ways. Amen.”

Activity:

As the children come in, have them place one thing that belongs to them in a box. It could be a necklace, shoe, sock, hair bow, etc. After everyone has put something in the box, have them tell the rest of the class what they put in the box and why that item is important to them. Put the box up on a counter or somewhere out of the way.

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Achan’s sin from Joshua 7. You can use a children’s bible to tell the story or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand.

Discussion:

Ask the children if taking other people’s things is okay. When they have all agreed that it is not, ask them why it is not okay. Emphasize to them that God sees everything we do, good and bad, and that He would see if we took something that belonged to someone else, just like he saw Achan. Explain that not only do we not want to hurt God, but that we don’t want to hurt people either. 

Discussion:

Get the box from the beginning of class back out. Ask the children if they remember putting something in the box. Remind them that each of them has something inside the box. Ask the children how they would feel if you just take the box home with their belongings in it and keep all of those things for yourself. Then you can emphasize to them that God felt the same way when Achan took things that did not belong to him. Return the children’s’ belongings to them.

Activity:

Have the children draw a picture of how they would feel if someone stole one of their toys. Then have them write “Do not steal” on their paper. 

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in doing nice things instead of mean things to others. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for being there for us. Please help us to do nice things to others so that we don’t hurt you or them. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn about you. Please help us to follow you and walk in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have the students take turns reading the story of Achan’s sin from Joshua 7.

Discussion:

Ask the students if God will notice all sins or just the big sins. Discuss who our sins affect. 

Discussion:

Have a class discussion about how others sins affect you. Talk about how you can help others obey God.

Activity:

Have the students write a television ad about why we should not sin. Then have them perform the commercial.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help obeying. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our fellowship. Please help us to obey you. Keep us safe in your name we pray. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to worship you. Please help us to gain a better understanding of you and your words. Help us to follow your path. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Have the students take turns reading the story of Achan’s sin from Joshua 7.

Discussion:

Ask the students if God will notice all sins or just the big sins. Discuss who our sins affect. 

Discussion:

Have a class discussion about how others sins affect you. Talk about how you can help others obey God.

Activity:

Have the students write a news story about Achan. Have them include in the story the moral: why we should not sin.

Closing Prayer to ask God for help obeying. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our fellowship. Please help us to obey you. Keep us safe in your name we pray. Amen.”

Sadom & Gomorrah

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all together today. Please help us learn more about you and your son Jesus. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Sodom and Gomorrah from Genesis 19: 23-29. You can tell the story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Craft:

Draw a picture.

Need:  Paper


Crayons or Markers

Have the children draw a picture of what happened in the story. Then tape all of their pictures together and hang it in the classroom or somewhere in the church.

Discussion:

Talk to the children about how God saved those people who were doing the right things. 

Craft:

Make pillars of salt.

Need:  1 clothespin for each child


Cotton balls


White pipe cleaners


Glue

Glue the cotton balls to the clothespins then twist one pipe cleaner to each clothespin for arms to make a pillar of salt.
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Closing Prayer to thank God for loving us and to ask Him for help in doing the right things. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for loving us. Please help us to do the right things. Keep us safe in you name. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all together today. Please help us learn more about you and your son Jesus. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Sodom and Gomorrah from Genesis 19: 23-29. You can tell the story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Craft:

Draw a picture.

Need:  Paper


Crayons or Markers

Have the children draw a picture of a flame. Then have them write Sodom and Gomorrah. Their pictures will serve as reminders to do what is right.

Discussion:

Talk to the children about how God saved those people who were doing the right things. Ask the children what kinds of things they can do to show God that they love him.

Craft:

Make pillars of salt.

Need:  1 clothespin for each child


Cotton balls


White pipe cleaners


Glue

Glue the cotton balls to the clothespins then twist one pipe cleaner to each clothespin for arms to make a pillar of salt.
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Closing Prayer to thank God for loving us and to ask Him for help in doing the right things. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for loving us. Please help us to do the right things. Keep us safe in you name. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to fellowship with each other once again. Please help us to learn from your words and do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students how they think God feels when they sin. 

Bible Story:
Read the story of Sodom and Gomorrah from Genesis 19: 23-29. You can have the students take turns reading the story out loud. 

Craft:

Create a picture.

Need:  Paper


Crayons or Markers

Have the students draw a picture of a flame. Then have them write Sodom and Gomorrah. Their pictures will serve as reminders to do what is right.

Discussion:

Discuss the difference between hating the sins versus hating the sinner. Emphasize that you can hate the sin but still love the sinner.

Discussion:

Ask the students if it is easy to keep from sinning in today’s culture. Talk about ways that we can help each other do the right things in a world that is hard to keep from sinning in.

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us in doing the right things in a culture that is hard to live right. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for being there for us. Please help us to do the right things even when it is hard. Help us to encourage each other to follow you. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to be open to learning more about you. Help us also to follow in your ways. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students if living God’s way is easy in today’s society. Why or why not?

Bible Reading:
Read the story of Sodom and Gomorrah from Genesis 19: 23-29. You can have the students take turns reading the story out loud. 

Craft:

Create a picture.

Need:  Butcher paper


Crayons or Markers

Have the students draw a picture of a large flame together. Then have them write Sodom and Gomorrah. Have them find a place to hang their flame up so that they can look at it and remember to do what is right.

Discussion:

Ask the students who is affected by the sins we commit, besides ourselves.

Discussion:

Talk about ways that we can help each other stay on God’s path.

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us in doing the right things in a culture that is hard to live right. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for being there for us. Please help us to do the right things even when it is hard. Help us to encourage each other to follow you. Keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Crossing the Jordan

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer: to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today to learn about your love. Help us to learn more about you. Help us to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”


Bible Story:
Tell the story of Joshua leading the armies across the Jordan from Joshua 3-4. You can read the story from a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Discussion:

Ask the children who is important to God. Emphasize that everyone is important to Him and that is why He is so good to us.

Art:

Drawing the Jordan.

Need:  1 piece of small poster board for each child


Markers or crayons


12 pebbles for each child


Glue

Have each child draw a river on their poster board. Then let them glue their twelve pebbles in the river they drew.

Art:

Decorate rocks.

Need:  1 medium sized rock for each child


Paint

Give each child a rock. Have them decorate their rock to remember the rocks they used to cross the river.
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Closing Prayer: to thank God for being good to us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us your words. Thank you for being so good to us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all here on this day. Please help us all to learn from your Word. Help us also to do what is right. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Joshua leading the armies across the Jordan from Joshua 3-4. You can read the story from a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand. 

Discussion:

Ask the children who is important to God. Emphasize that everyone is important to Him and that is why He is so good to us.

Art:

Take the children outside and have them draw a dried up river.

Need:  Sidewalk, parking lot or driveway


Sidewalk chalk


12 rocks

Have the children draw a dried up river together and place the 12 rocks in their river like they were in the story.

OR

Give them a large piece of butcher paper and markers.

Let them draw the dried up river and the stones as they heard in the story.

Art:

Decorate rocks.

Need:  1 medium sized rock for each child


Paint

Give each child a rock. Have them decorate their rock to remember the rocks they used to cross the river.

Closing Prayer to thank God for being good to us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for giving us your words. Thank you for being so good to us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to learn from your words. Help us to be more like you. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have the students take turns reading the story of Joshua leading the armies across the Jordan from Joshua 3-4. 

Drama:

Have the students act out the priests parting the Jordan.

Art:

Decorate rocks.

Need:  1 medium sized rock for each child


Paint

Give each child a rock. Have them decorate their rock to remember the rocks they used to cross the river.

Discussion:

Discuss ways that we can remember the blessings God has given us.

Closing Prayer: to thank God for all of our blessings and to ask Him for help in remembering to count our blessings. For example:

“Thank you God so much for all of the blessings that you give us. Please help us to remember to count our blessings. Keep us safe in your name. Amen.’”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer: to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together on this day to worship you. Help us to learn from your words. Lead us down the path of righteousness as we come together for your glory. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students what they are blessed with.

Bible Reading:
Have the students take turns reading the story of Joshua leading the armies across the Jordan from Joshua 3-4. 

Activity:

Take the students outside. Have the find 12 good size rocks. Then have them find a place somewhere outside the church to put the rocks. Together make a memorial with the 12 rocks. Let the student choose how they want to let the congregation know that the memorial is there and what it is about. They can make a sign to place by the memorial, make flyers for the congregation, or talk about it in the next church service.

Activity:

Have the students write down at least five blessings they have in their lives.

Discussion:

Talk about how to remember God’s blessings.

Closing Prayer: to thank God for all of our blessings and to ask Him for help in remembering to count our blessings. For example:

“Thank you God so much for all of the blessings that you give us. Please help us to remember to count our blessings. Keep us safe in your name. Amen.’”

Manna From Heaven

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God. We thank you for the chance to meet in your presence once again. Please help us to learn more about your work. Help us to do the good things that you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Explain what manna is to the children.

Cooking:

Make your own manna.

Need: Tortillas


Honey


butter


Cinnamon


Sugar

Give each child a tortilla. Let them put honey or butter, cinnamon and sugar on their tortilla. Tell them that their treat is like the manna that they are going to talk about in their story.

Bible Story:
Tell the story of the manna pouring down from heaven (Deuteronomy 8: 16). You can tell the story using a children’s bible or tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it. 

Discussion:

Talk about how God provides what we need. 

Art:

Give the children white play dough. Show them how to make small white wafers to look like manna in the story. Give them pans so that they can “cook” the manna.


[image: image89]
Closing Prayer thanking God for giving us what we need. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our class today. Thank you for giving us everything that we need.  Be with us this week and keep us safe. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us here together once again. Help us to learn more about you and to do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Explain what manna is to the children.

Cooking:

Make your own manna.

Need: Tortillas


Honey


butter


Cinnamon


Sugar

Give each child a tortilla. Let them put honey or butter, cinnamon and sugar on their tortilla. Tell them that their treat is like the manna that they are going to talk about in their story.

Bible Story:
Tell the story of the manna pouring down from heaven (Deuteronomy 8: 16). You can tell the story using a children’s bible or tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it. 

Discussion:

Talk about how God provides what we need. 

Art:

Give the children white play dough. Show them how to make small white wafers to look like manna in the story. Give them pans so that they can “cook” the manna.
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Closing Prayer thanking God for giving us what we need. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our class today. Thank you for giving us everything that we need.  Be with us this week and keep us safe. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for allowing us to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and do what you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Ask the students if they know what manna is. If they do not, explain what it is to them.

Cooking:

Make your own manna.

Need: Tortillas


Honey


butter


Cinnamon


Sugar

Give each child a tortilla. Let them put honey or butter, cinnamon and sugar on their tortilla. Tell them that their treat is like the manna that they are going to talk about in their story.

Bible Story:
Have the students read the story of the manna coming down from Heaven from Deuteronomy 8: 16.

Discussion:

Ask the students who fills their needs, such as clothing, food, shelter, etc. Then explain how God ultimately fulfills their needs.

Activity:

Give each student a piece of paper. Have them draw pictures of their needs that are met.

Closing Prayer to thank God for providing our needs. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our lesson today. Thank you for bringing us together and helping us to learn more about you. Thank you so much for fulfilling all of our needs. Show us how to lead other people to you so that they can follow you too. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to start the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together in fellowship with each other. Help us to learn from your words. Help us to gain a better understanding of you as we study together. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Have the students read the story of manna coming down from Heaven from Deuteronomy 8:16. 

Cooking:

Make your own manna.

Need: Tortillas


Honey


butter


Cinnamon


Sugar

Give each child a tortilla. Let them put honey or butter, cinnamon and sugar on their tortilla. Tell them that their treat is like the manna that they are going to talk about in their story.

Discussion:

Ask the students if they trust God to fulfill their needs. Then ask how they feel when God fulfills their needs and how they should feel.

Discussion:

Discuss ways to show God our gratefulness for fulfilling our needs.

Closing Prayer to thank God for providing our needs. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for our lesson today. Thank you for bringing us together and helping us to learn more about you. Thank you so much for fulfilling all of our needs. Show us how to lead other people to you so that they can follow you too. Amen.”





Jesus Heals Ten Lepers

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, we thank you for bringing us together. Help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Discussion:

Explain what leprosy is to the children in a way that they will understand it.

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus healing the ten lepers from Luke 17: 11-19. You can tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Art:

Talk about being thankful. Trace each child’s hand on construction paper. Have each child tell you five things that they are thankful for and write one thing on each construction paper finger. Let the children decorate their construction paper hands with stickers or crayons. 

Art:

Have the children draw, on a piece of paper, what they are thankful for.
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Closing Prayer to tell God we are thankful for what He does for us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you today. Thank you so much for all that you do for us. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about you this morning. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Discussion:

Explain what leprosy is to the children in a way that they will understand it.

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Jesus healing the ten lepers from Luke 17: 11-19. You can tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Art:

Talk about being thankful. Have the children trace each other’s hands on construction paper. Then have each child write one thing they are thankful for on each construction paper finger, for a total of five different things. Then they can decorate their construction paper hands with stickers and/or crayons.

Art:

Give the children a piece of paper and crayons or markers. Have them make a thank you card for God thanking Him for at least one blessing and telling or drawing what that blessing means to them.
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Closing Prayer to tell God we are thankful for what He does for us. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you today. Thank you so much for all that you do for us. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn more about your words. Please help us to follow in your footsteps and become closer to you. Amen.”

Bible Story:  
Have the students read the story from Luke 17: 11-19 where Jesus heals ten lepers. 

Drama:

Have the students act this story out.

Discussion:

Talk about why the other lepers did not go back and thank Jesus. Then discuss what excuses we come up with for not thanking God for our blessings. 

Activity:

Give each student a piece of paper with the following word bank and list of scrambled words and have them unscramble them:

Word Bank:  healed    leprosy   cleansed   priests    Jesus    thanked   pity

sjeus    

eslypro    

typi   

 lecdesna

srptise

eahdel

hedtnak

Discussion:

Talk about ways that we can show God that we are thankful for the blessings that He provides.

Closing Prayer to thank God for our blessings. For example:

“Thank you for our class today God. Thank you for the fun that we have had and the lesson that we learned. Thank you for everything you have blessed us with. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Word Scramble

Use the word bank to help unscramble the scrambled words

Word Bank:  healed    leprosy   cleansed   priests    Jesus    thanked   pity

sjeus-  

eslypro- 

typi-   

lecdesna-

srptise-

eahdel-

hedtnak-

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for the opportunity to meet in your presence today. Help us to learn more about you and what you have done for us. Lead us in your footsteps as we journey together. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Have the students read the story from Luke 17: 11-19 where Jesus heals ten lepers. 

Discussion:

Discuss the excuses that the other lepers might have had for not going back and thanking Jesus for healing them. Then talk about what excuses we come up with for not thanking God for our blessings.

Activity:

Give each student a piece of paper with the following list of scrambled words and have them unscramble them: (they can use the Bible reading as a reference to help them if needed)

sjeus    

eslypro    

typi   

 lecdesna

srptise

eahdel

hedtnak

Art:

Make a collage for the church.

Need:  Large pieces of poster board


Markers


Tape 

Have the students get into pairs and draw something that the church provides for the students on a piece of poster board. Then tape all of the pictures together to form a larger picture. Hang this collage somewhere for the congregation to see.

Closing Prayer to thank God for our blessings. For example:

“Thank you for our class today God. Thank you for the fun that we have had and the lesson that we learned. Thank you for everything you have blessed us with. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Word Scramble

Unscramble the scrambled words.

sjeus-  

eslypro- 

typi- 

lecdesna-

srptise-

eahdel-

hedtnak-

The Twelve Spies

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again today. Please help us to learn about you. Help us also to do the things you want us to do and follow in your footsteps. Amen.” 

Bible Story:
Tell the story of the twelve spies from Deuteronomy 1: 19-46

Discussion:

Talk with the children about what spies are.

Art:  Make binoculars.


Need:  2 toilet paper tubes for each child


Hole punch


Stapler


Yarn



Stickers



Markers or crayons 

Staple each pair of toilet paper tubes together. Put one hole in each side near the top. Tie a piece of yarn on each pair like a necklace so the children can wear them. Let the children decorate their binoculars with stickers and crayons or markers.

Activity:

Play follow the leader. After you play, remind the children that our strength comes from God so we need to follow Him.


[image: image93]
Closing Prayer to ask God to help us remember that He will give us the strength we need. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you. Help us to remember that you will give us the strength we need. Help us to follow you. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again on this day. Please help us to learn from your words and follow in your ways. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of the twelve spies from Deuteronomy 1: 19-46

Discussion:

Talk with the children about what spies are.

Art:

Make binoculars.

Need:  2 toilet paper tubes for each child


Hole punch


Stapler


Yarn


Stickers



Markers or crayons 

Staple each pair of toilet paper tubes together. Put one hole in each side near the top. Tie a piece of yarn on each pair like a necklace so the children can wear them. Let the children decorate their binoculars with stickers and crayons or markers.

Activity:

Play follow the leader. After you play, remind the children that our strength comes from God so we need to follow Him.


[image: image94]   

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us remember that He will give us the strength we need. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn about you. Help us to remember that you will give us the strength we need. Help us to follow you. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to learn about you. Please help us to follow you and walk in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have the students read the story of the twelve spies from Deuteronomy 1: 19-46.

Activity:

Have the students act the story out.

Art:

Make bookmarks.


Need:  Paper


Scissors


Markers or crayons

Precut strips of 2 inches by 8 inches. Have the students depict something important from the bible story on a bookmark. 

Activity:

Have the students write down similarities and differences between a giant and God as a class.

Discussion:

Ask the students how we can get strength.

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us to follow Him and to thank Him for giving us the strength we need. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our fellowship. Please help us to remember to follow you. Thank you for the strength that you give to us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to worship you. Please help us to gain a better understanding of you and your words. Help us to follow your path. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Have the students read the story of the twelve spies from Deuteronomy 1: 19-46.

Activity:

Have the students act the story out.

Art:

Make bookmarks.


Need:  Paper


Scissors


Markers or crayons

Precut strips of 2 inches by 8 inches. Have the students depict something important from the bible story on a bookmark. 

Activity:

Have the students write down similarities and differences between a giant and God as a class.

Discussion:

Ask the students how we can get strength.

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us to follow Him and to thank Him for giving us the strength we need. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for leading us in our fellowship. Please help us to remember to follow you. Thank you for the strength that you give to us. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Ten Bridesmaids

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all together today. Please help us learn more about you and your son Jesus. Amen.”

Discussion:

Explain what a bridesmaid is.

Bible Story:
Tell the story of the ten bridesmaids from Matthew 25:1-13. You can tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Activity:

Show the children an oil lamp or candle. Show them how it works. Then give them play dough and let them make an oil lamp or candle.

Discussion:

Talk about what it means to be wise and what it means to be foolish. Then give the children examples of each. 

Activity:

Let children experiment with a large rock and sand. 

Need:  A couple of large rocks


A couple of large bowls of sand

Let the children feel the large rocks and the sand. Ask them to tell you how each feels. Demonstrate to them that if you set something on a rock, it will not sink in to the rock, but if you put it on the sand, it can sink down into the sand. Ask them if they would rather build their house on the rock where it will stay or on the sand where it could sink and be gone.
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Closing Prayer to ask God for help in being wise. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn more about you. Please help us to be wise everyday. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together again on this day. Help us to learn from your words and to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Discussion:

Explain what a bridesmaid is.

Bible Story:
Tell the story of the ten bridesmaids from Matthew 25:1-13. You can tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Activity:

Show the children an oil lamp or candle. Show them how it works. Then give them play dough and let them make an oil lamp or candle.

Discussion:

Talk about what it means to be wise and what it means to be foolish. Then give the children examples of each. Then give the children some scenarios and have them tell you whether the people in the scenarios are wise or foolish.

Activity:

Let children experiment with a large rock and sand. 

Need:  A couple of large rocks


A couple of large bowls of sand

Let the children feel the large rocks and the sand. Ask them to tell you how each feels. Demonstrate to them that if you set something on a rock, it will not sink in to the rock, but if you put it on the sand, it can sink down into the sand. Ask them if they would rather build their house on the rock where it will stay or on the sand where it could sink and be gone.
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Closing Prayer to ask God for help in being wise. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for helping us learn more about you. Please help us to be wise everyday. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together to fellowship with each other once again. Please help us to learn from your words and do the things you want us to do. Amen.”

Discussion:

Discuss being wise versus being foolish. Have the students give examples of wise decisions and examples of foolish decisions.

Bible Story:
Have the students read the story of the ten bridesmaids from Matthew 25: 1-13.

Discussion:

Discuss how we are supposed to prepare for the bridegroom.

Writing:

Have the students write a poem that tells the bible story together.

Craft:

Make wedding invitations.

Need:
Paper


Markers

Have the students make a wedding invitation for a friend to come to the wedding feast of Christ and the church. Have them write in the invitations instructions on how to get there (what they need to do to prepare) and RSVP.

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us prepare for His second coming. For example:

“Dear God, thank you so very much for loving us. Please help us do what we need to do to prepare for you to come again. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to be open to learning more about you. Help us also to follow in your ways. Amen.”

Discussion:

Discuss being wise versus being foolish. Have the students give examples of wise decisions and examples of foolish decisions.

Bible Reading:
Have the students read the story of the ten bridesmaids from Matthew 25: 1-13.

Writing:

Have the students write a poem that tells the bible story together.

Discussion:

Discuss how we are supposed to prepare for the bridegroom.

Craft:

Make wedding invitations.

Need:
Paper


Markers

Have the students make a wedding invitation for a friend to come to the wedding feast of Christ and the church. Have them write in the invitations instructions on how to get there (what they need to do to prepare) and RSVP.

Closing Prayer to ask God to help us prepare for His second coming. For example:

“Dear God, thank you so very much for loving us. Please help us do what we need to do to prepare for you to come again. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

Ananias and Sapphria

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today to learn about your love. Help us to learn more about you. Help us to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”

Bible Story:


Tell the story of Ananias and Sapphria from Acts 5: 1-11. You can tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Activity:

Using a white crayon draw hearts on 3 and ½ by 5 index cards (one for each child). Then write their names on the hearts with the white crayon. Show these to the children and ask them if they can see the hearts or their names. Tell them that we can’t see them, but God can.

Art:

Give the children one of the index cards and markers. Have them color the index cards with markers. The crayon will show up. As they reveal the hearts, remind them that God sees what we can’t see.

Activity:

Show the children fruits, vegetables and flowers. Talk about why fruits and vegetables are good. Then talk about why flowers are good.  Let the children eat the fruits and vegetables if they would like.

Activity:

Plant flower seeds with the children

Need: Small flower pots


Potting soil


Flower seeds

Help the children plant a flower seed. As you do talk to them about how our actions are like seeds. If we do good things, then more good things will happen, but if we do bad things then more bad things will happen.

Just like if we plant good fruits, flowers and vegetable seeds that is exactly what we will get and if you plant weeds, then you will get weeds.

Closing Prayer to thank God for seeing our hearts and to ask Him to help us do good things. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for seeing the good that is in our hearts. Please help us to do good things and to keep learning about you. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer to welcome the start of class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all here on this day. Please help us all to learn from your Word. Help us also to do what is right. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Ananias and Sapphria from Acts 5: 1-11. You can tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Activity:

On a 3 ½ by 5 index card, have the children use a white crayon to draw a heart and write their name in the heart. Take the cards and mix them up. Ask the children if they can figure out whose card is whose. Then explain that God can see things we can not see the hearts and names just like He can see things we can not in others.

Art:

Give the children one of the index cards and markers. Have them color the index cards with markers. The crayon will show up. As they reveal the hearts, remind them that God sees what we can’t see.

Activity:

Show the children fruits, vegetables and flowers. Talk about why fruits and vegetables are good. Then talk about why flowers are good.  Let the children eat the fruits and vegetables if they would like.

Activity:

Plant flower seeds with the children

Need: Small flower pots


Potting soil


Flower seeds

Help the children plant a flower seed. As you do talk to them about how our actions are like seeds. If we do good things, then more good things will happen, but if we do bad things then more bad things will happen.

Just like if we plant good fruits, flowers and vegetable seeds that is exactly what we will get and if you plant weeds, then you will get weeds.

Closing Prayer to thank God for seeing our hearts and to ask Him to help us do good things. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for seeing the good that is in our hearts. Please help us to do good things and to keep learning about you. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to learn from your words. Help us to be more like you. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have the students read the story of Ananias and Sapphria from Acts 5: 1-11. 

Activity:

Give each student a piece of paper with the following word bank and list of scrambled words and have them unscramble them:


Word Bank:  Ananias    Sapphria    money    lied    land    fear

adnl

papriahs

afer

asanian

eonym

Drama:

Act out Peter questioning Sapphria from the story.

Discussion:

Ask the students why we should help others.

Activity:

Have the students get into pairs or small groups and answer the following questions:

-What led Barnabas to help other Christians?

-Why did Ananias and Sapphria give?

-How did Peter feel toward Ananias and Sapphria?

-Can we deceive God?

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in helping others. For example:

“Thank you God so much for our lesson today. Please be with us as we help others. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

Word Scramble:

Using the word bank unscramble the scrambled words

Word Bank:  Ananias    Sapphria    money    lied    land    fear

adnl-

papriahs-

afer-

asanian-

eonym-

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together on this day to worship you. Help us to learn from your words. Lead us down the path of righteousness as we come together for your glory. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Have the students read the story of Ananias and Sapphria from Acts 5: 1-11. 

Activity:

Give each student a piece of paper with the following list of scrambled words and have them unscramble them:

adnl

papriahs

afer

asanian

eonym

Drama:

Act out Peter questioning Sapphria from the story.

Discussion:

Ask the students why we should help others.

Activity:

Have the students get into pairs or small groups and answer the following questions:

-What led Barnabas to help other Christians?

-Why did Ananias and Sapphria give?

-How did Peter feel toward Ananias and Sapphria?

-Can we deceive God?

Closing Prayer to ask God for help in helping others. For example:

“Thank you God so much for our lesson today. Please be with us as we help others. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

Word Scramble:

Unscramble the scrambled words

adnl-

papriahs-

afer-

asanian-

eonym-

Self Truth

2-5 Years:

Opening Prayer: to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together today to learn about your love. Help us to learn more about you. Help us to follow in your footsteps. Amen.”


Bible Story:
Tell the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den from Daniel 6: 16-24 and Daniel 6: 26-27. You can tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Discussion:

Talk about Daniel following what God said and what he believed instead of doing what he knew was bad or wrong.

Art:

Make a Bible bag.

Need:  Brown paper gift sacks or plain small tote bags


Paint

Let the children decorate the bags with paint. These bags can be used for the children’s Bibles. Reinforce that the bags are for their Bibles and their Bibles are to help them learn about God and believe in Him.

Art:

Have the children draw pictures of good things to do to worship God, such as sing, pray, love, etc.
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Closing Prayer: to ask God to help us to do what we know is right. For example:

“Dear God, please help us to remember to do the right things. Help us not to do the things we know are wrong, even though our friends might be doing those things. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

6-8 Years:

Opening Prayer: to welcome the start of class. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us all here on this day. Please help us all to learn from your Word. Help us also to do what is right. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Tell the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den from Daniel 6: 16-24 and Daniel 6: 26-27. You can tell this story using a children’s bible or just tell it in such a way that this age group can understand it.

Discussion:

Talk about Daniel following what God said and what he believed instead of doing what he knew was bad or wrong.

Art:

Make a Bible bag.

Need:  Brown paper gift sacks or plain small tote bags


Paint

Let the children decorate the bags with paint. These bags can be used for the children’s Bibles. Reinforce that the bags are for their Bibles and their Bibles are to help them learn about God and believe in Him.

Art:
Have the children draw pictures of good things to do to worship God, such as sing, pray, love, etc.
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Closing Prayer: to ask God to help us to do what we know is right. For example:

“Dear God, please help us to remember to do the right things. Help us not to do the things we know are wrong, even though our friends might be doing those things. Please keep us safe in your care. Amen.”

9-11 Years:

Opening Prayer: to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together once again to worship you. Please help us to learn from your words. Help us to be more like you. Amen.”

Bible Story:
Have the students read the story of Daniel in the Lion’s den from Daniel 6: 16-24 and Daniel 6: 26-27.

Drama:

Have the students act out this story.

Art:

Make a Bible bag.

Need:  Brown paper gift sacks or plain small tote bags


Paint

Let the children decorate the bags with paint. These bags can be used for the children’s Bibles. Reinforce that the bags are for their Bibles and their Bibles are to help them learn about God and believe in Him.

Discussion:

Talk about why it is important to do what we know is right.

Discussion:

Discuss why it is so hard to do the right thing sometimes. Talk about how peer pressure and the evil in this world will try to pull us away from what we know and believe to be right and true.

Then talk about ways that we can help each other do the right thing and ignore those who not living their lives the right way.

Closing Prayer: to ask for help in doing what we know is right. For example:

“Thank you God so much for today’s lesson. Please help us to be true to what we believe and do what is right no matter what those around us do or say. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

12-14 Years:

Opening Prayer: to open the session. For example:

“Dear God, thank you for bringing us together on this day to worship you. Help us to learn from your words. Lead us down the path of righteousness as we come together for your glory. Amen.”

Bible Reading:
Have the students read the story of Daniel in the Lion’s den from Daniel 6: 16-24 and Daniel 6: 26-27.

Drama:

Have the students act out this story.

Art:

Make a Bible bag.

Need:  Brown paper gift sacks or plain small tote bags


Paint

Let the students decorate the bags with paint. These bags can be used for the students Bibles. Reinforce that the bags are for their Bibles and their Bibles are to help them learn about God and believe in Him.

Discussion:

Talk about why it is important to do what we know is right.

Discussion:

Discuss why it is so hard to do the right thing sometimes. Talk about how peer pressure and the evil in this world will try to pull us away from what we know and believe to be right and true.

Then talk about ways that we can help each other do the right thing and ignore those who not living their lives the right way.

Closing Prayer: to ask for help in doing what we know is right. For example:

“Thank you God so much for today’s lesson. Please help us to be true to what we believe and do what is right no matter what those around us do or say. Please keep us safe in your name. Amen.”

Song:	To the tune of Old McDonald's Farm.  Use different animals that the children give you - discuss the noise each one makes before starting to sing the verse.  Continue with different animals depending on time constraints.





Old man Noah built an ark - E I E I O


And in that ark he placed two (dogs) E I E I O


With a (woof woof) here and a (woof woof) there


Here a (woof), there a (woof)


Old man Noah built an ark - E I E I O	








Genesis


7:7- 7:18


8:3- 8:12


9:12-9:16








Genesis


6:13- 6:22


7:7- 7:18


8:3- 8:12


9:12-9:16








Song: To the tune of "If you're happy and you know it"





If you're a good neighbor clap your hands


If you're a good neighbor clap your hands


If you're a good neighbor, really a good neighbor,


If you're a good neighbor clap your hands





Repeat with "stamp feet", "nod head" "shout - WE ARE"








Luke


10:25- 10:37














Luke


10:25- 10:37

















Matthew


7:24-27














Song:   To the tune of "Row, row, row your boat".  The last word should be shouted and accompanied by a single handclap:





Let me build my house 


Safely on the rock,


Then the storms won't come and


Make my house go PLOP!   











Matthew


7:24-27











Matthew


7:24-27











Song:   (To the tune of Frere Jacques/Brother Jakob)





I'm a hero


I'm a hero


Fireman


Fireman


Help me put the fires out


Help me put the fires out


Saving folk


Saving folk





I'm a hero


I'm a hero


Policeman


Policeman


Help me catch the bad guys


Help me catch the bad guys


Saving folk


Saving folk





I'm a hero


I'm a hero


Son of God


Son of God


Born to save the people


Born to save the people


Saving folk


Saving folk








1 Samuel


17: 4-11


17: 32-40


17: 45-50














1 Samuel


17: 4-11


17: 32-40


17: 45-50














Song:	 (To the tune of - London Bridge)





God created heaven and earth,


Heaven and earth,


Heaven and earth,


God created heaven and earth,


God made me





Alternatively, if the class is familiar with the hymn "All Things Bright and Beautiful" this could be sung.











Genesis


1: 1-31


2: 1-2








Genesis


1: 1-31


2: 1-2











Song:	 (to the tune of "This Old Man")





I have gifts


I have gifts


I have gifts that come from God


I'm a special child


And God loves me


See from my gifts that God loves me





I can sing


I can sing


I can sing it's a gift from God


I'm a special child


And God loves me


See from my gifts that God loves me.





I can draw


I can draw


I can draw it's a gift from God


I'm a special child


And God loves me


See from my gifts that God loves me.





I can ……use whatever other examples you find amongst the gifts the children identify.








Genesis





40: 1-15 & 21


40: 16-19


41: 1-40














Genesis





40: 1-15 & 21


40: 16-19


41: 1-40

















Song:	 (to the tune of: Row, Row, Row your boat)





Jesus washed their feet


But disciples did protest


Washed them gently just to show


Humility is best














John


13: 1-17











John


13: 1-17











Song:


To the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”





We can be a follower, follower, follower,


We can be a follower, of our Lord Jesus Christ





I can be a follower, follower, follower,


I can be a follower, of our Lord Jesus Christ





(Insert name of child) can be a follower, follower, follower,


(Insert name of child) can be a follower, of our Lord Jesus Christ





Repeat by the number of children in class 











Mark


1: 16-20











Mark


1: 16-20











Mark


1: 16-20











Matthew


14: 25-31











Song:





To the tune of “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat”





Row, row, row your boat,


Gently down the stream,


Jesus did not need a boat,


He walked upon the sea











Matthew


14: 25-31











Matthew


14: 25-31











Matthew


14: 25-31











Luke


19: 1-10











Song:





Sing the song Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man





Zacchaeus was a wee little man, and a wee little man was he. 


He climbed up in a sycamore tree, for the Lord he wanted to see. 


And as the Savior passed him by, He looked up in the tree, 


And he said, “Zacchaeus, you come down from there; 


For I'm going to your house today, for I'm going to your house today.” 





Zacchaeus came down from that tree, as happy as he could be, 


He gave his money to the poor, and said: What a better man I'll be."














Luke


19: 1-10











Luke


19: 1-10











Luke


19: 1-10











Corinthians 15:3


Thessalonians 5:10


Peter 3:15

















Song:


Sing the song Jesus Loves Me





Jesus loves me,


This I know,


For the Bible tells me so,


Little ones to Him belong, 


They are weak,


But He is strong.





Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


The Bible tells me so.











Corinthians 15:3


Thessalonians 5:10


Peter 3:15

















Song:


Sing the song Jesus Loves Me





Jesus loves me,


This I know,


For the Bible tells me so,


Little ones to Him belong, 


They are weak,


But He is strong.





Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


The Bible tells me so.











Corinthians 15:3


Thessalonians 5:10


Peter 3:15

















Corinthians 15:3


Thessalonians 5:10


Peter 3:15

















John


6: 1-13











Song:


Sing the song Share to the tune of “BINGO”





When I play with my friend, 


we like to share,


S H A R E


S H A R E


S H A R E


Sharing is God’s way.











John


6: 1-13











John


6: 1-13











John


6: 1-13











Mark


10:46-52











Song:


Sing Jesus Loves Me





Jesus loves me, 


This I Know,


For the Bible tells me so,


Little ones to Him belong,


They are weak, but He is strong.





Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


The bible tells me so











Mark


10:46-52











Mark


10:46-52











Mark


10:46-52











Matthew


3: 1-17











Song:


Sing Be Careful Little Eyes





 Oh, be careful little eyes, what you see. 


Oh, be careful little eyes, what you see. 


There's a Father up above, looking down in tender love, 


so be careful little eyes, what you see. 





2nd time through: Be careful little ears what you hear


3rd time through: Be careful little mouth what you say...


4th time through: Be careful little hands, what you touch...


5th time through: Be careful little feet, where you go... 

















Matthew


3: 1-17











Matthew


3: 1-17











Matthew


3: 1-17











Mark


4: 35-41














Song:


Sing the song He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands





He’s got the whole world in His hands,


He’s got the whole world in His hands,


He’s got the whole world in His hands, 


He’s got the whole world in His hands.





2nd time through: He’s got the little bitty babies in His hands…


3rd time through: He’s got the mommies and the daddies in His hands…


4th time through: He’s got you and me brother in His hands…


5th time through: He’s got you and me sister in his hands…


Repeat original verse 














Mark


4: 35-41














Mark


4: 35-41














Mark


4: 35-41














Luke


10: 38-42














Song:


Sing the song If You’re Listening to Jesus to the tune of If You’re Happy and You Know It





If you’re listening to Jesus clap your hands,


If you’re listening to Jesus clap your hands,


If you’re listening to Jesus, then your life will really show it,


If you’re listening to Jesus clap your hands.





2nd time through: stomp your feet


3rd time through: shout Amen














Luke


10: 38-42














Luke


10: 38-42














Luke


10: 38-42














Song:Behold, behold,


		I stand at the door and knock, knock, knock.


		Behold, behold,


		I stand at the door and knock, knock, knock.


		If anyone hears my voice,


		If anyone hears my voice,


		And will open, open, open the door.


		I will come in. 








Numbers 


22: 21-27


22: 28-31


22: 32-38














Numbers 


22: 21-27


22: 28-31


22: 32-38

















Song:	The Lord is mine and I am his


		His banner over me is love.


		The Lord is mine and I am his,


		His banner over me is love.


		The Lord is mine and I am his


		His banner over me is love.


		His banner, over me, is love.





	Verse:


		He is the vine and we are the branches


		His banner over me is love. (3 times)


His banner, over me, is love.





He leads me to his banqueting table


His banner over me is love. (3 times)


His banner, over me, is love.














Judges 


13: 1-5


13: 24-25


14: 1-6


16: 4-6


16: 17-19


16: 20-22


16: 26-30




















Judges 


13: 1-5


13: 24-25


14: 1-6


16: 4-6


16: 17-19


16: 20-22


16: 26-30




















Genesis


37

















Song:   I’m in right, out right, up right, down right, happy all the time.


	    I’m in right, out right, up right, down right, happy all the time.


	    Since Jesus Christ came in,


	    and cleansed my heart from sin.


	    I’m in right, out right, up right, down right, happy all the time.











Genesis


37

















Genesis


37

















Genesis


37

















Exodus


2: 1-10

















Song:   Jesus loves me, this I know; 


	     For the Bible tells me so.


	     Little ones to him belong.


  	     They are weak, but He is strong.


	     Yes, Jesus loves me.


	     Yes, Jesus loves me.


	     Yes, Jesus loves me.


	     The Bible tells me so.


	


	Verse:


		I love Jesus does he know?


		Have I ever told him so?


		I tell Jesus everyday,


		That I love Him when I pray.


		Yes, I love Jesus.


		Yes, I love Jesus.


		Yes, I love Jesus.


		I tell him when I pray.














Exodus


2: 1-10

















Exodus


2: 1-10

















Exodus


2: 1-10

















Exodus


12: 31-42


13: 17-22

















Song:   Jesus loves the little children.


	    All the children of the world.


	    Red and yellow, black and white,


	    They are precious in his sight.


	    Jesus loves the little children of the world.














Exodus


12: 31-42


13: 17-22

















Exodus


12: 31-42


13: 17-22

















Exodus


12: 31-42


13: 17-22

















Genesis


1: 1-31

















Song: He’s got the whole world in his hands


He’s got the whole world in his hands


He’s got the whole world in is hands


He’s got the whole world in his hands


	


	Verses: 


He’s got the night and day in his hands


He’s got the water and the land in his hands


He’s the fruits and veggies in his hands


He’s got the sun and moon in his hands


He’s got the birds and animals in his hands


He’s got Adam and Eve in his hands














Genesis 


1: 1&2


1: 3-5


1: 6-8


1: 9-13


1: 14-19


1: 20-23


1: 24-27




















Genesis 


1: 1&2


1: 3-5


1: 6-8


1: 9-13


1: 14-19


1: 20-23


1: 24-27




















Genesis


3

















Song:   This little light of mine


	   I’m going to let it shine


	   This little light of mine


	   I’m going to let it shine


	   This little light of mine


   I’m going to let it shine


   Let it shine


	   Let it shine


	   Let it shine


	


	Verses: 


		Hide it under a bushel no


		I’m going to let it shine


Hide it under a bushel no


I’m going to let it shine


Hide it under a bushel no


I’m going to let it shine


Let it shine


Let it shine


Let it shine





Don’t let Satan blow it out,


I’m going to let it shine (3x)


Let it shine (3x)














Genesis


3














Genesis


3














Genesis


3














Genesis


4: 1-4














Song:   If you’re happy and you know it,


   clap your hands (clap, clap)


   If you’re happy and you know it,


   clap your hands (clap, clap)


   If you’re happy and you know it,


   then your face will surely show it.


	   If you’re happy and you know it,


	   clap your hands.





Verses:  If you’re happy and you know it,


              stomp your feet (stomp stomp)


              If you’re happy and you know it,


             shout hooray (hoo-ray)











Genesis


4: 1-4














Genesis


4: 1-7














Genesis


4: 1-7














Song:   Isn’t he wonderful, wonderful, wonderful,


	    Isn’t Jesus my Lord wonderful?


	    Eyes have seen,


	    Ears have heard,


	    It’s recorded in God’s word.


	    Isn’t Jesus my Lord wonderful?














Chapters


1: 1-22


4: 13-17

















Ruth 


1: 1-22


2: 1-9


2: 19-20


3: 1-11


4: 13-22























Song:	One door and only one,


and yet the sides are two.


		Inside and outside,


		On which side are you?


		One door and only one,


		And yet the sides are two.


		I’m on the inside,


		On which side are you?


   


	Verses: 


One Lord and only one,


And yet the ways are two.


Right way and wrong way


In which way choose you?


One Lord and only one


And yet the ways are two.


I choose the right way


In which way choose you?





One book and only one,


Which tells of places two.


Good place and bad place,


In which place choose you?


One book and only one,


Which tells of places two.


I choose the good place,


in which place choose you?








1 Kings 


18: 1-6


18: 7-15


18: 16-19


18: 20-21


18: 22-29


18: 30-35


18: 36-39

















1 Kings 


18: 1-6


18: 7-15


18: 16-19


18: 20-21


18: 22-29


18: 30-35


18: 36-39




















Song:   (To the tune of "It's a small world after all")





There's a world out there that God has made


There's a world out there that's far away


There's a world out there


Where children learn


There's a world out there





There's a world out there that God has made


There's a world out there that's far away


There's a world out there


Where children play


There's a world out there





There's a world out there that God has made


There's a world out there that's far away


There's a world out there


Where teachers teach


There's a world out there





There's a world out there that God has made


There's a world out there that's far away 


There's a world out there


With children just like me


There's a world out there














Matthew


5: 1-10














Proverbs


3: 19-20


Matthew


5: 1-10














Proverbs


3: 19-20


Matthew


5: 1-10














Song:   (To the tune of  "This Old Man")





One day God


Gave us rules


Gave us rules so we'll live right


Because now we know how God wants us all to live


Live in our Gods loving light





Help us God


Keep your Rules


Keep your Rules so we'll live right


Because now we know how you want us all to live


Live in your most precious light














Exodus


20:1-17














Exodus


20:1-17














Song: (To the tune of Bobby Bingo - "there was a farmer had a dog..")





There once was a man inside a fish


And his name was Jonah


J-O-N-A-H


J-O-N-A-H


J-O-N-A-H


And his name was Jonah











Jonah


1: 1-17


2: 10














Jonah


1: 1-17


2: 10














Song:   (To the tune of "This little light of mine" )





Chorus (repeat after each verse)


These little seeds of mine, I'm gonna plant them right


These little seeds of mine, I'm gonna plant them right


These little seeds of mine, I'm gonna plant them right,


Plant them right, plant them right, plant them right.





Plant them in rocky ground oh no, I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them in rocky ground oh no, I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them in rocky ground oh no, I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them right, plant them right plant them right





Plant them in thorny ground oh no, I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them in thorny ground oh no, I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them in thorny ground oh no, I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them right, plant them right plant them right





Plant them in real good soil oh yes!  I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them in real good soil oh yes!  I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them in real good soil oh yes!  I'm gonna plant them right


Plant them right, plant them right plant them right














Matthew


13: 1-9














Matthew


13: 1-9














Song:   (To the tune of  "What a friend we have Jesus")





Tell me stories from the Bible


Tell me of what God has said


Tell me how Jesus healed the people


Tell me what God's hands have made





Teach me how to be a Christian


Teach me how I ought to pray


Tell me all that God created


Help me follow in his path











Matthew


13: 24-30














Song:   (To the tune of "If you're happy and you know it clap your hands)   





If you're a Christian and you know it


Praise the Lord


If you're a Christian and you know


Praise the Lord


If you're a Christian and you know


And you really want to show it


If you're a Christian and you know it


Praise the Lord








If you're a Christian and you know it 


Thank the Lord


…..and so on





If you're a Christian and you know it


Shout I am (I AM!)


…..and so on














Song:   (To the tune of  "farmer's in the dell)


God created me


God created me


E-O-Me-daddy-O


God created me





He gave me eyes to see


He gave me eyes to see,


E-O-Me-Daddy-O


He gave me eyes to see





Use any or all of the following in turn - have the children point to the right part of the body as they sing:





Ears to hear


Nose to smell


Mouth to speak


Legs to walk


Arms to hug


Heart to love


Mind to pray











Song:   (To the tune of "All Things Bright and Beautiful)





Jesus made some miracles


He made them everyone


Jesus made some miracles


To show God loves us all





He calmed the stormy ocean


He made the blind man see


He fed 5000 people 


He made the lepers clean





Jesus made some miracles


He made them everyone


Jesus made some miracles


To show God loves us all











           Matthew


9: 18-25


Luke


17: 11-19


13: 11-13


John 


9:1-7














               Matthew


9: 18-25


Luke


17: 11-19


13: 11-13


Mark


6: 48-51


John 


9:1-7

















Judges


6-8

















Song:


Sing the song “I’m In the Lord’s Army”





I may never march in the infantry, Ride in the cavalry, Shoot the artillery. 


I may never fly o'er the enemy, But I'm in the Lord's army. (yes, sir!) 


I'm in the Lord's army, (yes, sir!) I'm in the Lord's army, (yes, sir!) 


I may never march in the infantry, Ride in the Calvary, Shoot the artillery. 


I may never fly o'er the enemy, But I'm in the Lord's army. (yes, sir!)   














Judges


6-8

















Judges


6-8

















Judges


6-8

















Joshua


2


5


6

















Song:


Sing the song R-A-H-A-B to the tune of B-I-N-G-O


There was a girl God used for good and Rahab was her name-o


R-A-H-A-B, R-A-H-A-B,


R-A-H-A-B 


and Rahab was her name-o.











Joshua


2


5


6

















Joshua


2


5


6

















Joshua


2


5


6

















Joshua


7

















Song:


Sing the Achan song to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me”


Achan took a wedge of gold,


Silver and a robe we're told





Buried them inside his tent


About his business then he went. 





Jehovah noticed


Jehovah noticed


Jehovah noticed


That Achan stole the gold. 





When we steal or disobey,


Lie or fight or fail to pray,


Someone knows just what we do,


where we are, and why, too. 





Jehovah noticed


Jehovah noticed


Jehovah noticed


He sees all that we do.











Joshua


7

















Joshua


7

















Joshua


7

















Genesis


19: 23-29

















Song:


Sing Jesus Loves Me





Jesus loves me this I know,


For the Bible tells me so,


Little ones to Him belong,


They are weak, 


But He is strong.


Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


The Bible tells me so.














Genesis


19: 23-29

















Song:


Sing Jesus Loves Me





Jesus loves me this I know,


For the Bible tells me so,


Little ones to Him belong,


They are weak, 


But He is strong.


Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


Yes Jesus loves me,


The Bible tells me so.














Genesis


19: 23-29

















Genesis


19: 23-29

















Joshua


3-4




















Song:


Sing the song I'm inright, outright, upright, downright happy all the time





I'm inright, outright, upright, downright happy all the time. 


I'm inright, outright, upright, downright happy all the time. 





Since Jesus Christ came in, 


And cleansed my heart from sin. 


I'm inright, outright, upright, downright happy all the time.











Joshua


3-4




















Joshua


3-4




















Joshua


3-4




















Deuteronomy


8: 16




















Song:


Sing the song “He's Got the Whole World in His Hands”





He's got the whole world in His hands, He's got the whole world in His hands, 


He's got the whole world in His hands, He's got the whole world in His hands!


He's got the itty, bitty, baby in His hands


He's got momma and papa in His hands,


He's got you and me, sister, in His hands,


He’s got the whole world in His hands.














Deuteronomy


8: 16




















Song:


Sing the song “He's Got the Whole World in His Hands”





He's got the whole world in His hands, He's got the whole world in His hands, 


He's got the whole world in His hands, He's got the whole world in His hands!


He's got the itty, bitty, baby in His hands


He's got momma and papa in His hands,


He's got you and me, sister, in His hands,


He’s got the whole world in His hands.














Deuteronomy


8: 16




















Deuteronomy


8: 16




















Luke


17: 11-19




















Song:


Sing “I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy”


I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart, (where?) 


down in my heart, (where?), down in my heart, 


I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart, (where?) down in my heart to stay. 





2nd time through: I've got the peace that passes understanding down in my heart


3rd time through: I've got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, down in my heart


4th time through: I've got the wonderful love of my blessed redeemer way down in the depths of my heart














Luke


17: 11-19




















Song:


Sing “I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy”


I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart, (where?) 


down in my heart, (where?), down in my heart, 


I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart, (where?) down in my heart to stay. 





2nd time through: I've got the peace that passes understanding down in my heart


3rd time through: I've got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, down in my heart


4th time through: I've got the wonderful love of my blessed redeemer way down in the depths of my heart














Luke


17: 11-19




















Luke


17: 11-19




















Deuteronomy


1: 19-46




















Song:


Sing I may never march in the infantry 





I may never march in the infantry, Ride in the cavalry, Shoot the artillery. 


I may never fly o'er the enemy, But I'm in the Lord's army. (yes, sir!) 


I'm in the Lord's army, (yes, sir!) I'm in the Lord's army, (yes, sir!) 


I may never march in the infantry, Ride in the Calvary, Shoot the artillery. 


I may never fly o'er the enemy, But I'm in the Lord's army. (yes, sir!)   














Deuteronomy


1: 19-46




















Song:


Sing I may never march in the infantry 





I may never march in the infantry, Ride in the cavalry, Shoot the artillery. 


I may never fly o'er the enemy, But I'm in the Lord's army. (yes, sir!) 


I'm in the Lord's army, (yes, sir!) I'm in the Lord's army, (yes, sir!) 


I may never march in the infantry, Ride in the Calvary, Shoot the artillery. 


I may never fly o'er the enemy, But I'm in the Lord's army. (yes, sir!)   














Deuteronomy


1: 19-46




















Deuteronomy


1: 19-46




















Matthew


25: 1-13




















Song:


Sing the song “The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock”





The wise man built his house upon the rock, 


The wise man built his house upon the rock, 


The wise man built his house upon the rock, 


And the rains came tumbling down! 





The rains came down and the floods came up, 


The rains came down and the floods came up, 


The rains came down and the floods came up, 


And the house on the rock stood firm. 





The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 


The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 


The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 


And the rains came tumbling down! 





The rains came down and the floods came up, 


The rains came down and the floods came up, 


The rains came down and the floods came up, 


And the house on the sand went SPLAT!





So build your house on the Lord Jesus Christ, 


So build your house on the Lord Jesus Christ, 


Build your house on the Lord Jesus Christ 


and the Blessings will come down. 





The blessings will come down as your prayers go up, 


The blessings will come down as your prayers go up, 


The blessings will come down as your prayers go up, 


So build your house on the Lord!














Matthew


25: 1-13




















Song:


Sing the song “The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock”





The wise man built his house upon the rock, 


The wise man built his house upon the rock, 


The wise man built his house upon the rock, 


And the rains came tumbling down! 





The rains came down and the floods came up, 


The rains came down and the floods came up, 


The rains came down and the floods came up, 


And the house on the rock stood firm. 





The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 


The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 


The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 


And the rains came tumbling down! 





The rains came down and the floods came up, 


The rains came down and the floods came up, 


The rains came down and the floods came up, 


And the house on the sand went SPLAT!





So build your house on the Lord Jesus Christ, 


So build your house on the Lord Jesus Christ, 


Build your house on the Lord Jesus Christ 


and the Blessings will come down. 





The blessings will come down as your prayers go up, 


The blessings will come down as your prayers go up, 


The blessings will come down as your prayers go up, 


So build your house on the Lord!














Matthew


25: 1-13




















Matthew


25: 1-13




















Sapphria


5: 1-11




















Sapphria


5: 1-11




















Sapphria


5: 1-11




















Sapphria


5: 1-11




















Daniel


6: 16-24


6: 26-27




















Song:


Sing Daniel to the tune of “London Bridge”





Daniel did what was right,


Did what was right,


Did what was right,


Daniel did what was right,


So God saved him.











Daniel


6: 16-24


6: 26-27




















Song:


Sing Daniel to the tune of “London Bridge”





Daniel did what was right,


Did what was right,


Did what was right,


Daniel did what was right,


So God saved him.











Daniel


6: 16-24


6: 26-27




















Daniel


6: 16-24


6: 26-27

















Lesson 33











Lesson 22














-Jesus Feeds Five Thousand-








-House Upon The Rock-


Good Choices

















-Sadom & Gomorrah-








-The 10 Commandments-








Lesson 31











-Jonah-








Lesson 10








-Gifts from God/Joseph’s Dream-








-Special People of the Bible-


Balaam & his Donkey








Who Is The Lamp?











-In The Beginning-


Joseph, son of Jacob











Lesson 37











-The Parable of the Sower-








Lesson 27














-Special People of the Bible-Sampson’s Great Strength





























Lesson 51











-I Am Special to Jesus-








Lesson 2








Lesson 28




















-Noah’s Ark-


Promises








Jesus As A Child




















-Zacchaeus Climbs a Tree-








Lesson 34


























Lesson 26











-Special People of the Bible-


God Speaks To Elijah











Lesson 14











-John The Baptist-

















Lesson 8








Lesson 37




















-Ananias and Sapphria-








Forgiveness











-Gideon-








-Rahab-








-The Life of Moses-


Escape from Egypt





























Lesson 6




















Lesson 39





























-Miracles of Jesus-








Lesson 38











Lesson 49





























Lesson 30















































-The Good Samaritan-


Love Thy Neighbor








Lesson 50











-Fishers of Men-


























-Mary and Martha-

















Lesson 9











-Jesus Walks on Water-








Lesson 16








Lesson 7








Lesson 48




















Lesson 36




















God’s Sheep











-In The Beginning-


Sin Enters the World











-Jesus Heals the Blind-

















-Achan’s Sin-








Lesson 12

















-In The Beginning-


Abel Pleases God

















Lesson 21




















Lesson 20











-In The Beginning-


God The Magnificent Creator











-God Made Me-

















-Crossing the Jordan-








Daniel in The Lions Den








Lesson 47











Lesson 32











Lesson 13


























Lesson 46











-God Made the World-


























-Special People of the Bible-


Ruth Follows God




















-The Twelve Spies-








Lesson 11








-Heroes-








Lesson 24














Lesson 41














-Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge-

















Lesson 35



































-Jesus Washes Disciples’ 


Feet/Humility-








Lesson 31

















Lesson 29











Armor Of God





























-Jesus Calms The Storm-

















-Self Truth-








Lesson 45








-Jesus Heals Ten Lepers-








Lesson 23














David And The Giant











-Christianity in Action-








Lesson 4




















Lesson 3








-The Bible-








Lesson 5











-The Life of Moses-


Baby Moses




















Lesson 15








Lesson 25


























Lesson 17








Lesson 42



































Lesson 44








Lesson 1








-Manna From Heaven-

















Lesson 52











Lesson 19





























Lesson 43






































Lesson 40











-Ten Bridesmaids-








Lesson 18
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